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To the T7. Worſhi pful my much honored Friend, | ' 
The Lady Cecilia Knolls, | 
All -Health and Happineſs in the Lord. 


T is a very comfortable priviledge (ood Madam) 

wouchſafed to ſincere and faithful Chriſtians, that 

being planted in the houſe of the Lord, they ſha! paſ,g 2.1 4; 
ſill bring forth fruitin old age 5 when other trees 
grow doddick and paſt fruit-bearing, theſe trees of Righ- 
teouſneſs (by a [ingular bleſſing from God) ſhall be able 
to 17eld the fruits of the Spirit, for the honor of God 
who planted them, and for the good of that Chriſtian 
community whereof they are members, They are more in 
prayer, and more th magntf)tig the grace whereby they 
ſtazd ;, more ta their meditations of God and the thinos 
of God ;, more in thetr preparations for death, and for 
an entrance ito the everlaſiing Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; more in imparting experiences of the gracious 
dealings of God with themſelves and others,for helping | 
the troubled ſpirits of thety brethren , more free 11 
Alms-cleeds.and all good uſes,according to Wility, more 
mortified tothe world, and to their paſſions 5 more pro- 
fitable to the Church in whoſe proſperitg they rejo\ce,and 
grieve in the adverſity : and Letter redeem the time 
whereof they ſee ſo little rematning. 

Though they be infeſted with their infirmities of old 
aneyand with divers tncumbrances of the world, yet e- 
wen in old age they mind the dotng of good yea more good 
then they were wont to ao; asmilling to the uttermoſi 
(while they may) to (ſhew forth the praites of Him who 
hath called them out ol _— into his 10g 1 Pef.2 5+ 
2 tonr, 


Gul, 5 22, 


John 15.5. 


| 4:16, 


dy Per.!, 23 , 


Ter,3 2:40, 


light. Therecompence of reward draws nearer and nea- 
rer, and inlittle tyme will be fully 11 thety poſſeſſion ; 
therefore for the inch of time that remains inthi taber- 
nacle, they will work as faſt a5 they can, with all faithful- 
neſs, carefulneſs, and chearfulneſs, | 
And this their priviledge ſtands upon ſundry unmove- 
able grounds, as, The eternal love and counſel of God, 
who enables them to perſevere and be fruitful , The me- 
7itori0u8 tnterceſſion and poxerful grace of Feſw Chriſt, 
in whom they are as branches in their Vine : The effe- 
ual working of Gods bleſſed Spirit, who is promiſed to 


 abidewith them for ever : The 19229rtal and incor- 


ruptible ſeed of the word, whereof they are born a- 
gain, and cannot periſh for ever : The faithful and 
Teatal Covenant of grace, which as it engageth God nc- 
ver to departfrom them, 4ut do them good, ſo it war- 
rants them freſh abilities, that they ſhall never depart 
from their God, together with promiſes in particular ; 
and divers helps both to holdout to the end, and to bring 

forth fruit ſtill in old age. 
Thus I wage (go0d Madam) to comfort you tn this your 
age, and againſt the many infirmities which accompany 
it. The Lord adde unto your days abundaitly, and gize 
you yet to ſee th peace of his Jeruſalem. Many good 
fruits you have born already, and we rejoyce in ſeeing 
them your love to the Houſe and Ordinances of God, 
which ſometimes you frequent with danger to your health; 
your love to godly Miniſters, whom you eſteem worthy of 
double honour ; the.religios ordering of your Family; 
the careful of ſervation of the Lords Day, which with 
.onany is almoſt out of requeſt ; the large prowijjon you 
rake weekly for poor people, with other good fruits , 
| which 


which nil abound to your account i# that great day of Phil 417: 


Teſw Chriſt. Goon (good Madam) and neverbe wea- 
ry in well-doing, in due time you ſhall reap if you 
faintnot ; and (according to the premiſſes) you ſhall be 
ſure in this holy way never to faint , for, the way of 
the Lord ts ſtrength to the upright, azo the whole Prov.10 29; 
ftream of the Scriptures runs for your encouragemem. 

At this time 1 make bold to preſent your Lachſbip with 
theſe brief andplatn Meditations, and pray your accep- 
tance, as from one who deſires to acknowledge the' grace 
of Godin you, and tohelpyou along to the end uf your 
courſe with much joy and afſurance, humbly taking my 
leave in preſent, and unto death remaining 


Gal 6.9: 


Your Ladyſhips obliged 
| JYalhiam- emmat. 
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To the PraQtitioner 1n Religion, 


ALL, 
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Ozd friend, here T preſent thee with a few plain and fami- 
liar Obſervations on the Book, of Jonah, Learned ard elg- 
guent Diſcourſes,he that 1s willing, may find in thoſe great 1Ma- 
A; Abbot, ters of our Iſrael, who many yeares ago wrote on this Propheſie, 
B, King, which yet 15 rather an Hiſtory: And this preſent endeavour need- 
ed not, but to revive thoſe Nations which lie hid from the moſt : 

«nd plain prople will belt reliſh plain and ſhort Diſcourſes. 
Tet if we conſider the matters herein contained, we ſhall find 
Hieron. pre+ ſore of them lofty, avd fit for deep meditations. Sowe Hebrew 
cm, in Jonam. Dottors ſay, that this Jonah was ſon of the widow of Sare ptaz 
whons Elighs rail roms the. dead: which if it be true, we meet 
with a wonder, both ſtrange, and not exemplified in any other, 
Here are thige re(urreltians for one Saint , firſt in that he was 
raiſebby he Prophet Eltah3 next that he recovered ont of the 
belly of the Whale (wherein he was a figure of our Saviours rc- 
39: ſurrettion ) and laft of all, that in the generalleeſurreftion he 
hall come again with his body, and for ever be withthe Lord, It 
15 alſo a wonder in this Book, that the providence of our Gad is {o 
preſent with his people,and of ſo large extent among the creatures, 
both ſmall and grear, It 1s a wonder that Jonah ſhould fo log 
ſubſiſt in the Whales belly, and at three dayes end be ſet 51 land 
again, and do the meſſ, age which formerly be had ſo ſtifly refuſed 
to do, It ts awonder, that in alittle time he reaped more frut of 
his Miniſtry among heathiniſh Ninevites,then in a 1;yp time he 
had reaped among Gods own people, It 15 a wonder, that afiey his 
miraculous deliverance out of the Fiſh, and after his holy reſolu- 
tions to be wholly for the Lord, yet he ſhould be ſtout and [turd y 
about the ſparing of Nineve , the Lord beſpeakirg hin; very 

wildely, and he replying upon the Lord very peeviſl/ly. 


Mar, 13» 
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Chriſtian, there 1s ſomthing to-be pick? a theſe and other 
pages for thy edrfication, Let the brevity of the Notes occar 
ſion thee 10 fall into large meditations, and applications to thine 
own ſoul, And let the plainneſle of them, which ſaves the la- 
bour of farther inquiry, occaſion thee to deal the more ſerunſly 
with thy cenſcience,that thou mayeſt be brought to an entire eſtate 
of fatth and obedience, Certainly, as all Scripture is written Rom, x 5; 4! 
for our inſtrution, [o this concerning Jonah, | : 
His example gives us fair warning, not to ltave known dus 
ties, whatever Carnal reaſonings may ſuggeſt for the negleft of 
them : Not to ſleep or reſt ſecure after any ſin committed, leſt a 
Form from God fall upon ns, and endanger our comfort in God, if 
1n:t our ſalvation : Net to becager for the deſtruttion of any, 
though bad enough, and they deſerve to be deſtroyed: Not to fa- 
vour that cholerich diſpoſition , which we know to reſt in ſome 
of onr breaſts, but be very watchful, and mortifie this corruption 
more and more: Nor to mutter againſt any of Gods dealings, ci= 
ther with onr ſelves or ethers, haw croſſe ſoever they ſeems to be, 
Os the other fide, Jonah's example warns us to ſhame our 
ſelves for errors we have made, as kt here doth in writing theſe 
things of himſelf : To ſubmit patiently (as he doth) ro thoſe 
fatherly chaſtiſements,whichit pleaſeth God to affift us withall : 
To retain faith in God, even in the depth of our affiiftions, as 
drth he: Towent our faith and faithful deſires by hearty and 
earneſt prayers, and that without ceaſing, as did he till he was de- 
livered : To gather holy vows and purpoſes, that npon recov:ry 
out of any evils ne will (by the aſſiſtance of grace Jſhew our ſelves 
really thankful for mercies received : And after all onr fooliſh 22 
ſtrivings with his [ad diſpenſations, we will reſolve all into the " SAW. 3. 18. 
good pleaſure of our Ged: It is the Lord, lgt him do what 
ſcemeth good in his eyes. 
Then out of the example of the Ninevites all ſhould learn to 
believe the threats of God, and be humbled, and crave the peace 
with God, and walk with him ever afterward more obediently : p 
and carefully : Where mark thoſe wirds (ever aſterward ) and Rob+ in Sedex 
beware of relapſes, or returning to fully. Hiſtories tell ns, h Cons. TO 
} 4 'L HY) ries It hr on dorcr. & alii. 
orty 


torts yeares after Big paring of Nineve, yet the praple [ting 
bak to, their old fin (again, were feiYfally deſtrozed by Ne- 
buchadnezzar. King Ppabylotl, and their Cuty atterly overs 
throws, according tothe Yo gp of Nahum, who aroſe after 
Our _ Beware (Chr: ans) by thetr example, Be not as 
the Dog that returns to his vomit, or as the Sow that was 
waſhed,to the wallowing 17: the mire, The firſt eſtate of Apoſtates 
was bad enongh, but their laff eftate 1s worſe by fir, © 
T he Lord uphold as 1# theſe ſifting and ſhaking timer, where- 
in many have turned aſide after Satan, that we may ho!d on 
eonftantly in the way of faith and obedience, not warping aſide 
to the right handor the left : nonirabating a whit of our firſt 
love ab ladvins of fleſh, or leadnf e of ſpirit, or any in- 
enm1 ances of the world ; With which prayer I reſt ts preſent, 


Thine in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


WILLIAM FEMMAT, 
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PROPHESIE 
JoNAH 


Onah in Hebrew ſignifies a Dove : and thE Lord ſend _.. 
Þ upon us the good Spirit which deſcended on Chriſt as a Fe es . 
Dove, that we may rightly and fruicfully treat of this Pro- yar., 7” 
hefie, which was written as all other Scripture, for our 
Inſtruction and conſolation. 
Of Jonah we read in two other Scriptures, 2 King. 14. 
25. Mat. 12.39, 40. Gath-Hepher was the place of his 
Birth, and one of the Cities that fell to the lot of Zebalor : 
and was 6 called, rodiſtinguſh it trom Garth Rimmoy,and 
Gathof the Philinines, Where note the falſeneſs of the rye 
blind and malicious Phariſee, who ſaid, Out of Galilee 4ri- alice blinds, 
ſ-:th no Prophet, Joh. 7. 52. Yes, Jonabthe Prophet who was 
of Gath-Hepher , which was in the Province of Galilee. 
Malice doth many times bl nd the eyes, even of under- 
ſtanding men, as the Phariſezs generally were, Beware 
of malice, as thou woulde(t not be miſ-led into damning 
Errors, fatally and finally. | 
F0ab propheſied inthe Reign of Fewb:am the ſecond, 
B 


Or 


"2 The Propheſie of Jonah. 


| or of Joaſh his Father, it may be of both:Princes that came 
of Feh«, who rooted out the Family of Ahab, the Idola- 
rers, bur not the Idolatry : for which cauſe , |/raez/ came 
into great afflition, which was very bitter, 2 Kivg,14. 26, 
27, There was notany ſhut up, nor any left , nor any 
Helper for 1ſrae/, | 

Note. Idolatry ever brings miſchiefto a State or Family, ſo0- 
129latry ruines, Er Or later : ſee Chap. 10.31,32 33. Beware of Idolatry 
ahd Idolaters, they are people of Gods Wrath and Curſe, 
what trials ye maybave;ye do not know ; Remember and 

7 Joh.s. 21: þeep your ſelves from idols, and from 1dolaters. 

Now mark two things of Jonah, our Dove. 

1. Toafflited /ſrae/ he comes with an Olive-branch of 
of Peaceand Comfort, that the waſte ſhall be reſtored, which 
had been taken away, ibid. according to the wordof the Lord 

Note, Godof Iſrael, which he ſpaks bythe hand of bus ſervant Fonab. 
Some favour to God fora whule is very gracious, and in temporals doth 
the wel, much for a wicked people, it may be, by wicked inſtru- 

Hſe. ments as Feroboam was, Admire the paſſages of his pro- 
vidence, and look from men to God who works for t 
00d of his Choſen, as, in the ten Tribes there were ſon: 
erue I, and for their ſake ſome deliverance was 

ranted, 

« 2. To Ninewe he is ſent with the mournful Voice of a 
Dove, proclaiming their deſtruction, Yet forty dayes and 
Nineve ſhall be deſtroyed ; but withan intent in the Maſter 
that ſent him, to ſpare the City upon their Repentance 

Not ndAmendment, The Lord in wrath remembers mer- 
"wer. CY > 4nd ſometimes bluſters our judgments that ſinners 
1. may bethink themſelves, and repent, and be ſaved. Mark 

bisdivers diſpenſations, and attend the main, which is, 
that his patience and goodneſs ſhould /ead you to repentance, 

Rom, 2,4. . f Jonah . , I 
| A7ozes Out of this Book of Jonah two things may be noted, by 
—_ the expoſition of our Saviour himſelf, 1, That Fovab was 
a Type of Chriſt, in reſpe& of his Death and ReſurreRion; 
as 


wore. I, 


The Propheſie of Jonah, , 3 
as Tonah was three days and three nights in the Whales 
belly, and then came ro land again, ſo Chriſt was held in 
Death for a while, and the third day roſe again, 2, That 
the people of Nimeveare ſer for an example of Repentance, 
to you of after-ages ; which if -it follow not, ye ſhall be 
the more deeply and ſeverely damned 3 and why? for « 

eater they Jonah #= here, 

Allegorical ſenſe of Scripture we ſhall ever admit , 
where warranted by ſome glimpſe of Scripture, as there 
are miafly ſuch to be found through the whole body of ir, 
arid igar e)\nyeomuevas Gal. 4.24. The Jeſuite needed Ribera, 
ndc to haye quarrelled about ſuch ſenſe of Scriptures : 
but; under prerence of Allegories, we mult not run out in- 
to Fooleries as are many of their Allegories, much leſs in- 
to Errqrs as ſome of them are. Nor doth che fimilicude 
of things among themſelves warrant us-to take every Dos 
&rine which the Fathers colle&ed-, bur only where the 
Antecedents and Conſequents give-accaſton', 'or ſome 0 
ther Text of Scripture ; ſo far the man ſpake rightly : 

And it is good againſt the Familiſts, who turn all (even 
plain Scriptures)into Allegories. 
. Come we now to the Book it ſelf : This Book of Fovah Conteme of this 
contains many-chief points concerning the Knowledge of 8k 
God, and the Salvation of man. me 

1, For God, we may here ſee and admire his goodneſs; | t. 
in ſending to the Heathen Neves, that they might re- 
pent and be ſaved', even-at that time, when generally he 
rook /ſrael for his only, peculiar, choſen people : Poſlibly 
a ſign of the calling of che Gentiles, which ſhould follow 
afterward. And the j## ice of God, who'ſo ſeverely re- 
veriged the diſobedience of his own Servant Jonah, after 
whom, all may learn to take heed of turning the grace of 
Gad into laſciviouſneſs, And the poner of God, who hath 
all the Creatures, evenrhe rudeſt, at his own beck and di- 
ſpoſal; the Winds, the Sea, che Fiſhes, the Herbs and 
Plants,- andall the Creation. And his providence , who 

| B 2 pro- 


x 


Parts. 


Ver. 1. 


| agarnit "TA | 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 

provides both for the puniſhment. and for the relief of 
Jonab, and, by both of them, an wholfome inſtruQtion for 
him, robe ruled by him for time to come, better then be- 
fore ; and for us alfo, who need ſuch Diſcipline, 

2, Far Manaand his Salvation, we ſee by this Book, how 
far weare fallen into.Sin and Miſery ; evenſo far, that 
without the mighty and merciful hand of God we cannor 
recover our ſelves, no-more then Jonah could, And, to 
them tbat are troubled at the ſight of their (in and danger, 
there is Mercy in ſtore by jeſus Chriſt, as there was for 
Jonah, And the way js, to believe the Preaching of the 
word, and repent, and turn from our evil wayes, as did 
the Ninevites, Here we have alſo the force of Prayec,the 
nature of Fear, the wages of Diſobedience, the fruit of 
Repentance, Here we have Lots, Vows, ſinging of 
Pſalms, Hiſtory ſtrange and wonderful, and a new kina of 
Creatio), in the Gourd that roſe upin a Night, with 0+ 
ther profitable Documents, as God ſhall bring us to them 
m.order. - | EY 

In the Book we have a firſt and ſecond calling of Tonah 
co Preach to the Ninevues, with the things that followed 
upon both/of them. ' | | 

In the firſt Chapter we have the behaviour of Jonah, 
and of the Mariners, 4 3% 

Of Jonah we read theſe things, r.the Meſſage given him, 
7.1.2. 2 his declining of theMeſſage,v.3. 3.the apprehen- 
fion of him when he was fugitive, ver. 4. 4+ the execu- 
tion, ver. 15, [3.1 

The Meſlage is ſet down, both generally, it was the word 
of the Lord, and eſpecially, /onab muſt go ro Nineve, and cry 

Now the wordof the Lord came wnto Jonah, Or 5 And the 
word of the Lord came; that is, to Joabas well as to the 
other Prophets. - Or, This Meſſage to Nimeve as well as 
the other Meſſages to 1ſ-ae/, with all the circumſtances 


here related. Jonah by his Calling was an ordinary 
| cher 
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The Propheſie of Jonah, 5 

cher of Gods people, but now extraordinarily he is ſent N 
to Preach among the Gentiles ; Teaching us to abide in = 
in our particular place and ſtation. till the Lord pleaſe to 
take us off, and ſend us elſewhere. Teachers in the ' 
Church ought not to wander up and down, or thruſt 
themſelves into other mens Offices, as the faſhion of ſome 
is. Itis the fin of ſome, ſcarce of ordinary gifts, to fre- | 
tend an extraordinary Vocation, It is certainly Zeal MAſe. 
without Knowledge to undertake this. work, and diſturb 

the Peace of the Church : They ſhould firit. have ' been 

ſure, that the word of the Lord came to them ,, and for ſatis- 

faction to Gods people, they ſhould beable to make ic ap- 

pear to the Rulers of the Church ; which of late dayes was 

utterly reje&ed. and all confuſion thereby brake in upon 

us as a mighty flood, ; 

' The word of the Lord came unto Jmah , Namely, by In{Þ- 

ration of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. 1, 20, 21, and S:ionywens 'ts : 

aſcribed to the whole Scripture, 2 / 1.3.16. A Scripture 

i given by Jnſpir-ti2n of God, There are divers Ways of 
manifeſtation, but all by one and the ſame Spirit, Heb. 1.1. zayrpinu. 
God in times paſt ſpake in divers mnners , ſuppoſe 1a Vi- Nam. 12, 6. 
fron, or ina Dream, and ſometime poſſibly by an audible 

Voice, So David te)is us, 2 Sam. 23. 2. The Spirit of the 

ae ſpake by me, and his word was in my tongue, Be aſſured 

ence, 

The writings of the Prophets are of Divine Authority, Doltr, 
the word of the Lord, the Viſion of the Lord, the burthen- P-opbers frem 
ofthe wordof the Lord : He ſfpake bythe mouth of the holy God wrote 
Frophers from the bertuming «f the world Luke 1, 70. and ſee what we ſet. 
Chapter 24.25,44. and x Pet.1.10 11,12, 

W hich ſerves ro comfort us concerning our Faith in all #* T 
the Articles of it , they are ail grounded in the Writings 
of the Prophets , therefore Divine, and may well be -be- 
lieved, / he word of the Lord "came unto J:nah, to Amos, to 
Hoſea, and to the relt of the Prophets, #ehavea ſureword 
of propheſie, yea more ſure then Viſions and Qracles, 2. Per, 

1.16, 


liſa, $38. I, 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 


1. 16, 17,18, 19,much more then Fancies of men,pretend- 
ing the Spirit, and craking ofa light in them, which muſt 
ſway againſt the written word, Miniſters and all, Bleſ- 
ſed be God, who hath put a Bridle into their mouths, and 
reſtrained their Fury, -For our part, we are ſure all is 
righc and ſtraight whatever we believe according to the 
Prophets. 

2, Itſerves to convince the world of wickedneſs, in not 
receiving the word of the Prophets. We admire the ob- 
ſtinacy of the Jews,who were neverthe better though they 
had men ſent among them with extraordinary Gifts and 
Graces, and immedaate teachings of the Spirit : but tay, 
Is there not the fame obſtinacy in our people now-a days? 
Miniſters Preach over the ſame Doftines againand again, 
and who almoſt regardeth ? Who hath believed our report ? 
Drunkards there be ſtill, as in the Prophets time, Swea- 
rers, Liars, Sabbath-breakers, otherwiſe wicked. And 
the lame judgments hang over the heads of our ſinners, 
as the Prophets cold their people. Faith and Repentance 
are Preached ſtill as they Preached, and namely Jonah in 
this Book. Oh the invincible hardneſs of mens hearts, 
not to believe the Prophets and Preachers ! What do you 
think? muſt we needs go to Nzneve, to Preach and per 
Converts ? If we did, we might ſpeed; but wo be to unbe- 
lieving Chriſtians, whom neither Prophets, nor Apoſtles, 
nor Holy men coming with their DoErine can work to 
Repentance! Certainly, ſeeing they believe not theſe, 
they would not believe though one ſhould riſe from the 
dead, Luke 16. wlr, | 

3- Take heed, I beſeech you, and ſeeing the Prophets 
deliver the word of the Lord, let them be regarded accor- 
dingly : As thus, ES: 

1. Take pains to know the meaning of the Prophets in 
their ſeyeral Propheſies , There are obſcurities in them, 
but ſearch to. underſtand: them more fully and clearly , 
Search the Scriptmares, Joh. 5. 39. Read, Hear, Pray, _ 

| . er, 
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The Propheſie of Jonah, ; 7 


fer, Obey, any thing to get out the hidden treaſure, Be 
both frequent and earnelit in ſearching out the meaning of 
places; Vig, Cry, lift up your Voice for underſtanding, 
plain Apoſtles feed the (imple, hard Prophets exerciſe the 
more witty and underſtanding. 
2. Berevyerent inall your converſing with the word, 
whether by — or Hearing, King Eg/en ſtood up to 
receive Ehuds Meſlage from the Lord. Cornelizs and his 
Company ſet themſelves i» the preſence of God, to hear what 
ſhould be ſpoken by Peter, The Congregation of 1ſrael 
in hearing ſome Mefſage trom God, bowed their head and 
worſhpped, even ſodo ye, take kzed tothe word of pro- 
pheſie, give earnef heed to the things that are ſpoken. 
3. Believe all that the Prophets have written ,, not as the 
ſlow of heart, whom qur Saviour reproved,or as thoſe now- 
a-days who deſerve to be reproved: King Agrippa , be- 
lieveſt thou the Prophets? 1 wiſh I could ſay of every one, I 
know thou believeſt, Certainly, the word doth no good, 
unleſs it be mingled with faith in them that heart, as jy SO 
Meat, except it be digeſted , or Phyſick, except it be kept © 
for a while. Faith implies knowledge, Conſent, and Ap- 
plication, | 
4, Obey the Voice of the Prophets and Apoſtles, as be- 
ing the Voice of the Lord, When God delivered the 
Commandements, 1/rae/ made account they mult obey all 
that he ſaid, and promiſed ſoto do, and (ſaid he)) Ob rhas 
there were ſuch an heart in them Ichad been well for them, 
and it would be well for us, if ſo pliant and obedient : 
Conſider our Reading, Hearing, Praying, CO is 
all to be referred to obeying; Obeying hath che promiſe, 
as is ſaid, Bleſſed are they that hear the word of God, and keep 
ir, and, Hearers of the Law ſhall be bleſſed i# the deed, 
5. Be built uponthe Foundation of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, Eph. 2+ 20, Building is, to add Stone to Stone, 
and Timber to Timber ; ſo you to your Gifts and Gra- 
ces ; Chriſtians ſhould not only be ſetled and eſtabliſhed 
| in . 
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11 the truth, but creaſe daily more ard more, This is often 
_ 1 Theſ,4.1, and 2 Per, 3.18, Andit is requi- 
red, that to the beſt of your skill and power ye ſuffer not 
the — pars of the Prophers to be gain-ſayed, or cor- 
rupted, 

'6- Honor Jeſus Chriſt, whom allthe Prophets pointed 


art, A 3.19 Jonak here is a Figure of his Death and Re- 


ſ{urreion; other Prophets tell of the place of his Birth, of 
the time of his Coming, of the holineſs and glory of his 
Kingdom , and the like. Both the Prophers <hat wenc 
before, and the Apoſtles that followed after, all cryed He- 
ſanna to the Son of David ! Let usalſo who come up in the 
Rear, give our Acclamations, to honor Jeſu: Chrilt, eſpe+ 
cjally in the way of obedience. 

Take heed, let not Chriſt find honour and obedience a- 
mong Indians, and loſe it among Chriſtians. TI/raels in- 
gratitude was here vpbraided by the Nimevites Repen- 
rance; And a remove of the Goſpel hath been long threat- 
ned, beware leſt at laſt it be removed indeed : Jonah muſt 
Fo when God ſends him, and ſo muſt other good Mini- 

ers, 


Ver. 2, Ariſe, go to Nineve that great City,and 
cry agataſt it ;, for thetr wickedneſ' is come up 
before me, 


Here is the Prophets ſpecial Meſſage, and in it three 
things, 1, His excitation to do work for God at Nineve, 
Ariſe, goto Nineve that great (ity, 2, His denunciation 
of Gods judgment againitir, Cry againſt ir, 3. Aſlignari- 
on of the reaſon, For their wickedneſs ts come up before me. 

Nineve was the chief City of the Aſſyrian, as Lendon to 
us Engliſh. Vineve in the name of it ſounds forth a fair and 
beautiful City , In Ffoſes time, and long before, it was a 
great City, Gen, 10,12, Two places inthis Book do inti- 
mate the greatneſs of ir, Chap. 3.3, 4, and 4. 11, Hiſto- 

rics 
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ries ſupply ſome particulars, »..c, that it was threeſcore ts greeneſ. 
Miles ia compals, that it had Walls exceeding high and —_ 
broad , ſo chat three Carts might meet and paſs by one 
anocher , that upon the Walls were fifteen hundred good- 
ly Turrets, for Defence and Ornament, that by continua- 
tion of Buildings four Cities were grown into one, as 
thoſe two of Leniox and Weſtminſter ,, that Babyl,n was a 
leſs Cicy by the fourth parr, and yet when part of it was 
taken by the Perſians, ſome part knew not of the taking Je" 97+ 3!- 
| trill three dayes after : That Nineve was eight years in AR pol. 
| Building, though ten thouſand Work-men were employed 
at once about it; that it was head of the firſt Monarchy 
for twelve hundred years together, and ſo had brought a 
world of Wealth and people into the City, out of che ſe- 
veral Provinces which were ſpoiled, and Tributaries to 
Neve, as afterward did the Koyzans, who if they had 
been ſtript of their ſtollen Goods, ſhould recurn ro their LaRane, 
ancient Cottages and penury. a 
Now this could not be done without a great deal of Sinfulneſs, M5 
Pride, Oppreſlion, Blood-ſhed,and other wickedneſs, And 6 
it is very likely, that the Citizens grew very Lofty, Laxu- 7 
| rious, Filthy, ſcarce tolerable one to another : But ic is 
| plain, that they were great enemies to the people of God, 
; Eſa,io.F. O Aſſyrian, the rod of mie anger, Ye have the 
| Hiſtory of Seracherib, and his rage againſt God and his 
t cople; though Aſh«r came of Shems, the holy ſeed, yet he 
| ecamea ſpirFu] and a blaſpheming enemy, Gen,10,22. 
Now to this Nineve is Jonah ſent as an Herald of Arms, Davger, 
to denounce DeſtruRion for their ſins : One againſt ma- 
ny» and a mean one againſt che Potentates of . world, 
An unequal encounter; but the Lord tels him of ic before- 
hand, that he may know the worſt of it, and arm himſelf 
accordingly with faich and courage, to do his Meſſage as 
he ought, itoutly and faichfully, Learn, and betore-hand 
caſt the coſt of Religion , Foreeſeen darts are either avoid» 


ed, or do the leſs harm, 
C Ariſe, 
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Ariſe, and cry againſt it, What the cry was, we ſee in 
Chap. 3. 4, Yet forty dayes, and Nineve ſtall be overthrowy, 
concealing the reft as'the ſecrets of God who makes his 
Servants of his Court, but not of his Counſel, | The Lord 
meant by rhis thunder to awake the Ninees:65 , and bring 
them to Repentance, and by them to ſhame /ſrae/, who 
after much ——_ remained hard-tearted and un-re- 
formed ; And his uſual manner is, to fore-tell a Plague 
before he inflics it ; ſuch is his goodneſs to his Creatures, 
and it ſhould work upon people when they are fore-war- 
ned, to be alſo fore-armed : Woe if they be nor. 

| Three points come here to be obſerved for Edifica- 
tion, 
That at the call of God we ought to ſtir up our ſelves, 
and ſertle ro our duty”; ' Ariſe'ard go to the great City Nine- 
ve. Jonas might even be weary of Preaching to Sawaria 
and tlie ten Tribes, where he did ſo little good ;; and: fir 
down as aman diſcouraged, which we read:of E/145. and 
Feremy : therefore the Lord here bids him arſe, Be not 
diſcouraged, nor fit ſlothful, but do the task which Lap- 
point tlice to do; foto Jeremy, Chap. 1.1.7. - Gird ap thy 
Joins, avd ſpeak mth them all that T command thee, And.to 
Eztkiet, Chip. 2: 1. Stand wpori thy feat, F will ſpeak to thee, 
and thou ſhalt [prah_all my words to the bewje of Iſrael, 

Hear, and beware of Idleneſs, Security ; Diſcourage- 
ment, Carnal wiſdom, Preterces of I know not what Dif- 
ficulties and Dangers,and a baſe relinquiſhing of the work 
which God hath laid upon us to do; Remember the charge 
laid upon Jo:#s, and how ſeverely he was puniſhed tor 
not diſcharging his duty, Many a Miniſter and Hou- 
ſho!der is even diſcouraged to ſee how little good he doth 
in his place. / have laboxred in vai, ſaid Iſaiah, Elias us 
weary of hu life , Jeremy will [peak no more in the nams of the 


ws, --: EE, 


e 


" Here now is: occafion to uſe this word of Excitation , 
Ariſe and go ro Nineve; and we ſhould conlider, e's 
. the 


! x, 
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the Lord that ſets us on work, and requires our beſt dilt> 
Sence, 2; The work is his , and not ours originally or 
chiefly, 3. The ſucceſs is in his power , Paw! Planrs, A- 3, 
pollos Waters , bur God gives ithe increaſe: And God 
ſometimes gives better fucceſs then! we'men are aware; 
weſee it in the Repentance' of: the Nnevites, 'andin the 
ſeven thouſand which had. not bowed the knee to Baal, ane | 
4. Whatever the ſucceſs be, the Chriſtian ſhall be well 4. 
rewarded for his dilgence and faithfulneſs, Eſa, 49. 5. Not ES 
only he delivers his own ſoul, bur gets a Crown ot Righ» 
reouſneſs , and ſhall ſhine as the Firmament , and as .the 
Stars of Heaven 3' A faithful Miniſters reward ſhall 'not . be wh 
according tothe ſucceſs, but his zealous pains-taking, wy 
Ariſe every one, and goto his tack , None of us but hath 
his Nineve to go unto, the Magiſtrate hath his Govern 
ment, .and ſhould zealouſly ſtudy a thorow Reformation 
of4he place where'he governs; the Miniſter hath a charge 
of Souls, and muſt watch over them as one that mult give 
an account; the Parent and Maſter hath his Family to ors 
der in a Chriſtian manner, not only civilly, but religi- 
oully , and every particular perſon among us hath a pre- 
cious ſoul to care for , and it is Nineve, (Peciome and beautiful 
3n the eye of God, why not in thine alſo? : 
The ſaying was, for provoking of diligence, Spartam 
quam nattas es, haucorxa;, lo ſtill, look welltothy charge; 
thete'is Province committed to thee, be a good Steward 
inthy adminiſtration ; thy line is fallen in a pleaſant place, 
and thou haſt a goodly heritage, a Nizeve, look well to' Dan 12.13. 
it, Stond' 1n thy lot, keep the good thing commutted to thee ,, 2 (im. 1.14, 
Ever remember whole Yoice this is, Ar ſe and gr, and" 
remember the accountithat iis to be made one :day, Give. Luke 15 3, 
an ' arco''nt of thy Stewardſhip for thou m.yeſt be no longer Amo3s6. 1, 
Steward, and remember the woe rorhem that live at eaſe, which 
killeth thew, and their m:ſery cometh a4 an armed mar, ml 
To.the next point, Ic is the dury of Gods Miniſters to- Re penis 
i : ph prove ſin 
be earneſt 1n'telling! people of their fin and danger, Go ,.q,,p. 
and : 


5 
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ana cry againſ/ Nineye, Crv aloud, lift up thy Voice like a 

Trumpet, Eſa. 58. 1, with Chap. 40, 6. John Baptiſt was 

the Vaice of one crying 1n the wilder neſs , Andihe man of God 

erjed againſt the Altar in Bethel, 1 King. 13,1, 2. where 

Note, this crying is not the Voice of rude men, Raging 

and Railing as they pleaſe , bur is 6g to the ſpeaking 

F!a.30- 10; Of ſmooth and pleaſant things, which carnal people deſire 
Jer 5. 31, ſhould beſpoken tothem, yet ir is good for nothing but 
*zek.t3.6,r0, to continue their ſin, and increaſe their danger, yea and 


I 7, haſten the vengeance of God upon them ſo much the ſog- 
ner, 
Reaſ. 1. But Miniſters that will be faithful, ought thus to cry + 


gain#t ſinners, 1, Becauſe they are aſleep, and need to be 
awakened, as Baal, Cry aloud, it may be he ſleepeth, 2. Re- 

So cauſe the cry ot their fins goeth up before God, and calls 
for judgments to be poured upon them, as here, Their 
wickedneſs ts come np before me : wicked _— need to be 
ſaved, as brand that is ſnatched out of the burning, or 
as one that is ready to fall into the fire or water, where he 
ſhould periſh certainly, 

Hei, Which ſervesto juſtifie Godly and Zealous Miniſters 
Zealous _— who cry earneſtly againſt the fins of their people, an 
be 70% thunderout the judgments of God againſt them. ' Theſe 

; do well, andare not to be blamed for their earneſtneſs , 
Theſe are the Boanrrge: or ns of thunder, which the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of, generally diſtaſted by looſe and vain hea- 
rers; bur there is no cauſe; they. go not awhir beſide their 
Commiſſion. 

Prolep/is, True, ſome good Miniſters are Barxabres, or Sons of 
Conſqlation, and ſpeak more mildly in their courſe of 
Preaching : But 1.There are diverſities of Gifts,and all of 
the ſame Spirir ; none ;ro be blamed who deals taithfully, 
2. The mildeſt and moſt comfortable Preachers uſe to 
ſimit their Conſolations to them that fear God, and bave 
other Notes of grace on t' :m, ſo ſeparating the precious 
from the vile. 3. Gentle Preachers, and with low v_ 
ui1c 
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uſe to denounce the heavy judgments of God againſt ſe- 
cure and impenitent ſinners. Wo, wo, wo, ſaid our Savi- 
our, of whom ic is written that he lifted not up his voice 
in the ſtreets, Mar, 12.19. 4. There is a mildneſs which 
i: condemned in the Scripture, as when 'E/s ſaid, It is no 
good report that I hear of you my Sons ; and he ſmarted 
torit; applicable to _ Parents: and Matters, 
who in love of quietneſs let their young people alone in 
their ſins, 

In ſome places it might be a word of Exhortation, that 


13 


lſe n, 


Miniſters cry again: {intul places and people ; 7 o»ab muſt Miniſters may 
not only cry in Nizeve, which had beena great matter, "ke bold with 


and belide order, bur agai»/t it, which was like to bring 
Hornets abour h:is earsz even ſo muſt we : And yet, inthe 
mean time we ſhould noc Preach agai,.ſt our people bur for 
the greatelt good , they may be brought co Repentance, 
and it it prove right,co heaven, As tor the Hornets that 
may be raiſed, we muſt leave that care unto God, do 
our duty, :'-d cruſt in hin, do as foras did at his ſecond 
ſending co /V-1eve, 1, He took a long journey, it may te 
a hundred miles. 2, He calt himſelf upon the diſpleaſure 
of a molt mighty Monarch, and a moſ rich people, 3. At 
beſt he could look for no great entertainment, nor ſo 
much as to bear his charges, 4. He footed ic up and down 
the City when he came ibere, and might ſpend much of 
his ſtrength by travelling and crying all along : Learn we 
Miniſters and people to ſettle ro difficult, coſtly, and dan- 
Serous duties ; Are they not Gods Commandments ? did 
not he ſay, -ir'ſ- and cry ? 

To the third point; The wickedneſs of a people doth go 


ſonners. 


Dottr, 3, 


up and call for vengeance upon them, ſo did the blood of Wickedneſs 
Abel againſt Co», Ge-., 4 10, So did the filthineſs of the calls ſor ven- 
Sodomnes againſt that City, « hay, 18. 21, So the cry of £*4%: 


Servants wages detained, amesF. 4. nd here the Rob- 
bery and Oppreſlion of the A,7-ians, who had made 


ſlaughter of many Nations, and ſpoiled others to _— 
them» 
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themſelves, together with the cries of Widows ard Fathers 
leſs Children , and their Pride, Idleneſs, Filthineſs, In- 
chantments, other ſins which were now grown ſo preat, 
that the Earth was no longer able to hold the cry, bur the 
Air-and Heaven too did ring of their ſinfulteſs, and, now 
it was high time for God to take vengeance, 

The Lotd ſees when the iniquity of a man or people is 
ripe, and then proceeds to judgment , as of the Amorizes, 
1t ws not yet full , but when it is, I will aa root them our, 
Gen, 15+ 16, Every ſingle {in comes up before God, and 
provokes wrath, but wickednels much more , Hew angry 
with the wicked every day; but defers to do execution till the 
meaflre: of ſin be filled up, andrhen he can forbear no 
longer. | 

Admire the patience and long-ſuffering of the Almigh- 
ty; though he te wearied daily with the cries of mens fins, 
yet he bears all, yea,though they be fins of whole Towns, 
whole Nations, or the whole world : He « nor ſlack, of his 
coming , but patient to us-ward, and waits for onr Re- 
pentance, 2 Ye:, 3.9. No mans patience can be ſo exerci- 
ſed as:Gods is , yea, weſce too often how even a god! 
man hath ſome adoo to keep patience on ſuch and ſuch 
provocations. Oh the goodneſs and long-ſuffering of 
our God, ro whom our wickedneſs goeth up continually ! 
The Loyd, the Lord, merviful and 'gracioms, ſlow'to wrath , 
abundant in goodneſs avd truth | 

Adraire alſo the worth and power of Chriſts mediation, 
which cries down the cry of our fins, and keeps off the 
vengeance which thereby we had deſerved, The blgod 
of Chriſt fpeaks|bertey things then the blood' of Abe! "Heb, 
12, 24, mercy and not judgment, and this ſecures both 
the perſons and duties of Believers, though they delerye a 
_— of wrath, yet by the mediation all will be well with 
them. : 5 

This ſhews people the ſinfulneſs and danger of their 
eſtate, even when-they are moſt ſecure, All the while 
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The Prophefie of Jonah: | 
their wickedneſs gets up before God, - and would draw 
down vengeance upon'then, when they are moſt jolly 
and btave ih their worldly enjoyments, yer their- extreme: 
danger continues; fin hath not loſt his-yoice- of crying. as 
here againſt the Ninevites, 'yea, it Cries more becauſe of 
more light, and more means of grace, ſo the men of Ns 
»eve ſhall riſe up in judgment with this generation and 
condemn it. | | | 
; Take heed of fin, if not for the-foulneſs (which ſhould 
be ) yet for the fearful after-claps ,' and for the meaſure of 
your ſins, leſt that be filled up, and then the'Vials ofwrarh 
be emptied upon you: Know,the Lord can overthrow 
England as well as Numeve , and we have had warning, 
nor only for forty years, but forty and forty, and more 
then that, itis now abovea hundred years ;.that the Go+» 
ſpel hath been- preached among us wirly liberty. and en- 
couragement , and ye know we have ſins enough to haſten 
the overthrow; Oaths and other abominations. *'* .: 

Conſider and beware; if there 'were no more miſchief 
in ſin but the loſing of the Goſpel, it were bad enough; an 
intolerable loſs to have the Candleſtick removed out of 
his place, *or to-have your Jonahs ſent. from Iſrael to. Nis 
yeuh, of the righteous taken from theevil ro come, 

Ver. 3. But Jonah roſe up to flee unto Tar- 
(hiſh froze the preſence of the Lord, and 
_ Bent down ty Joppa, ard he found a ſhip 
- gorig,to Tar(hith ; ſo he payed the Fape 
thereof » And went down into ut to go with 
them unto Tarſhiſh from the preſence of 

the Lord, 


> Herethe Prophet declines the Lorgs.meſſage of going 
to Nineve, by ging 4 quite-comrary way,: His ground 
he tells us in Chap. 4/2. Namely, a ;catnal fear; lt + 
: on” 
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ſhould be aſhamed and accounted a falſe Prophet, if 
within forty dayes Nizeve were not overchrown :; A great 
matter with the proud nature of man, which cannot en- 
dure the leaſt diſparagement, Z 

Ocher reaſons Joxab mighr have for not going to N.- 
neve, 

1. The ſtrangeneſs of the thing, No Prophet had e- 
ver beenſent to the Gentiles betore Jo:ah , All of them 
were ſent to the houſe of J#4ah or wo ae!; and ſhoald 
Jozab be the firſt man that ſhould be ſent to the ſinners, 
the Gentiles > God goes beſide his ordinary mechod, and 
Jah thinks ſtrange of it. 


2. What hope could there be of doing good among the . 


Heathen, ſeeing he had ſo lictle good among Gods own 
people ? ſhould Ninewites be converted, and /ſrac/ not 
converted ? how can things go quite in a new Road which 
was never heard of? 

3. Might not Jon«bfear what would become of bim a- 
mong a Company of Infidels, who were alſo rich and 
proud, and knew not God? he one, and they many, hea 
poor man, and they the Potencates of the world, What 
ſhould one Lamb £ amonga thouſand Wolyes ? 

4. For the Errand whluch J-»a4b was to deliver, what 
likelihood that Ninveve ſhould be overthrown within forty 
days, ſeeing no enemy appeared before ir, and it had now 
flouriſhed twelve hundred years in great proſperity ? 
what wiſe man would go and publiſh impoſlibilities? - 

Yet all this is bur carnal fear, and J»»vb ſinned greatly 
inflying to Tarſ#s. 1. Heleic the Command and calling 
of the grett-God of Heaven, which is the only rule of all 
our obedience. 2, He leftthe Land of Iſrael wherein his 
rain buſineſs lay for all his life-time, 3 He thought 
poorly of God. as if he could not meet with him ar T ar; «4 
as well as Sawaria, 4. He ſhewed little pity to thouſands 


,of ſouls that might receive benefit by his preaching. 


All ſhewing the great corruption of mans nature, even 


after 
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ſo afrer grace received, and how watchful we need to be, and 
keep cloſe to our rule, and to the calling wherewith we 
T arecalled, not regarding the crooked rules of 'hymane 
p reaſon and wiſdom which Jonab too much followed. * * 
6 He roſe up to fleeto Tarſm , The chief Ciry of Culicia, Expoſ. r. 
: St. Pauls Country, a Citizen of no mean City, 44, 21.39. 
bp Some ſay Jovah went to be a Merchant there another while. 
q But it is not good to faſten more ſins to the good man, 
then we are ſure of. It is molt likely, that as a man aſto- 
j niſhed he knew not well which way to turn himſelf, 
| To flee from the preſence of th: Lord ,, twice ſet down, to 
ſhew what a miſerable ſhift J9:4h was put unto, and how 
=o much he was troubled with divers thoughts, haling him 
: this way and that way, and no way finding reſt for the 
h ſoal of his foot, | 
From the preſence of the Lord, that is, from the Land of = Pc 
D rs where the Lord dwelt among his people. Or, from ci x. 
4 oing ſervice to theLord according to his duty; ſo the 1 King. 19. r, 
| phraſe ſignihes ſometimes ; the Child Same! minſtred be- Plal. 73 at, 
t | forethe Lord; David and Lewi ſhall not wanta man to {and 
| befare me, ic, So godly menare ſaid to draw near ro God, 
+ | and, to be « people wear to br, In which reſpe& the wicked g 
| ; areſaidtogo %r from him, namely, in reſpe& of his ſpe- 
4 ! cial preſence, hd of their own unbclieving hearts, Heb, 
> | 3-12. takeheed of the evil heart of unbelief in departing 
1 fromibe living God: Asfor the general preſence of God , 
|] TJoxah could not be fo dull-witted as to think he could flee 
Y from that, for he is Omnipreſent, he :« not far from any of us; 
: whether ſhould I go from thy preſence ? &C. 
" Six brief Notes may hence be colleRted. | 
S | 1. The Divinity of the Scripture appears, in that the Doty, r, 
& 4 *Wricers diſcover many things againſt themſelves ; which {-:vimty of 
« | other Authors uſe not to do, butrell the good, and: leave 5:46 
% ourtherelt. J-»ab andother holy men wrote by another 
\ | Spirit: Andoblerve it in two things, 


1, Thacthey telf of theirfins, though it tend to their 
| D ſhame, 


Zich.4. 10, 
#ſe. 


Doftr, 2, 
| Confeſs fin 4s 
Jonah, 


Eby, 1. 
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ſhame, it makes for the glory of God in pardoning and 
reſt»ring them, and thereforethey care nor though they 
lay load upon themſelves; fo did Joxah here. Moſes 
wrote of his unbelief and haſtineſs, David of his Murder 
and Adultery, 2a! how he had been a Blaſphemer, a 
Perſecutor, and injurious, That God may forget, it is 
Bood for us to remember and confeſs our fins , And the 
Church receives inſtru&ion by the fall of the Saints, as 
well as by their good examples, and comfort to them that 
have fallen, 

2. That they tell of their obſcure beginnings. Lſes 
tells how he kept ſheepat the mount $1445, Amvs how 
he had been an Herdiman, and a gatherer of Sycomore 
_ Matthew how he had ſate at the Receipt of Cu- 

om, 

No matter how poor and mean a man was at his begin- 
ning, ifafterward he be endued with the grace of God, 
and ſer upon work to do for his Majeſty. Let none de» 
ſpiſe a faithful ſervant of God for former obſcuritics, 
or defaults that were made ;, Who hath deſpiſed the day of 
ſmal things ? 

Now let this renew the former Exhortations, duly to 
regard the writings of the Prophers and Apoſtles, Do 
they not breath forth a Divine Spirit? if ic were only hu- 
mane, they would never have ſo deſcribed their Sins and 
Errours , nor yet Obſcurities : and if it be Divine, cloſe 
with ir, reverence it, believe it, obey it, take comfort and 
direQion by it, Nothing of God but yields benefit, and: 
ought to be regarded. * 

2. As J-:ab ſins, ſo he confeſſeth his fin, and in writing 
makes it known to all the world; and ſo will all godly men 
do; there is great difference between ſuch and others. 

1. The wicked conceal their {ins as much as they can, 
deny, defend, excuſe, put them off troothers, and when 
they muſt needs own them, it ſhall 'beas they are drawn 
to2 buſineſs hey like not : but the godly are a wiling 
people 


The Propheſie of Jonah, 19 
people, who are content to ſhame themſelves ſo that God pg, co. v, 
may be glorified. 

2. The wicked reſt in generals, All are ſinners, None 2, 
but doth evil, no 7! one ; but the godly deſcend ro particu- 
lars, my Unbelief, my Paſlion, my Earthlineſs, my Pride, 
or other evil ; {o-ah and Tarſw, Davidand Bathſheba,Paul 
and Ferſecutor, 

3. The wicked want the right Qualifications of Chriſti- 323. 
an Confeſſion, ſorrow tor fin, forſaking of fin, zeal in 
time to come, profitableneſs in cheir place, and the like;all 
which a godly man hath, and thoſe in 2 Cor. 7. 11, He is a 
new creature, and makes as much amends as he can. 

Thoſe therefore offend greatly, who can be content to 
err as ]-»ab and other holy men, but notto confeſs and 
ſhame themſelves as thoſe did ; that were a ſhame indeed, 
& goes quire againl(t the hair, ic is as death to come to con- 
feſlion, Weare fallenintoan Ape wherein it is no ſhame 
ro do evil, but it is a foul ſhameto confeſs and give glory 
to God ; or to ſay to an offended Brother, / repent, for- 
give and let us be at peace, Luke 17, 4+ Were they aſhamed 
when they had done wickedly ? no, chey were-not aſha- 
med, neither could they be aſhamed : And this is a plain 
ſign, that men love their ſins more then they love God, 
cheir Souls, or their Brechren, 

3. Note how a man by leaving his calling doth flee Dottr, 3? 
from the preſence of God, as did Jex4h, 1, The Calling of Eve thy calls 
the Miniltery; a Miniſter that turns to odd employments, rh nave 
or ſits idle at home, or pleaſeth himſelf meerly. with bis '** 
ſpeculations, ſinnech in ſo doing, he ſhould go on with 
Gods plongb as he had begun, or elſe he offenderh, and is r 
in danger. 2, Another Calling whatever it be, evey one "**©9-52- 
ought to abide in the Calling wherein he is Called, xCor.7, 

24. i herein abide with God, a plain proof of the Do&rine ; 
and a Ye ſ erve not men, but the Lord Chriſt . and, whatever VL 
do, doit as to the Lord, 
The reaſon is, becauſe God bath appointed every one Reaſ. x. 
D 2 bus 


Aſe, 


20 


2, 


Uſe. 


Doflr, 4. 
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his particular ſtation and calling , man is born to labour 
as the ſparks flie upward, /» the ſwear of thy brows ſhalt thou 
eat bread all the dayes of thy life , no man may walk diſor- 
derly, but work and eat his own bread. God is the God 
of order, and not of confuſion , and likes not that the or- 
_ which he hath ſer, ſhould be violated and confound- 
ed. 

And our Calling well followed is a means to keep us 
out of harms-way ; from many ſins which otherwiſe we 
ſhould fall into, and from many ſorrows we deſerve to 
fallinto: 7s #& inour way that the Angels are charged to 
keep us, Pſal. 91. 11. Soonly he is bound by promiſe to. 
be with us, and do us good ; being othe:wiſe an Omni- 
preſent God, able and willing, even out of our way to 
give a-common bleſſing, 

Take heed, and be not fugicive : True, there be caſes 
for a- Miniſter to remove from one place ro another, and 


it is lawful for Chriſtians in a private way to change their . 


Callings on certain conditions : But it will not be lawful 
for any to fl-e from God, that is, to live without ſome ho- 
neit Calling or other, whercin he may ſpend his time and: 
pains, and'advance the common good , or of the gociety 
wherein he lives. Be warned by F-»ab and his ſtepping 
aſide from the Meſſage he had to deliver, Know, it is a 
boorleſs thing, to rbink of flying from the Lord ; He fills 
Heaven and Earth, and can mee: thee at every turn, and 
feich thee back tothy task; and if thou belong to him, 
will doit: It was we!! for Jonah, that by a ſtorm and 
Whale he was brongh? back to Nineve, Know alſo, that 
none but the ſpecial preſence of God will prove comforta- 
ble to the laſt, I mean, ſpiricual here, and glorious 
hereafter, He 1s preſent with thoſe in Hell, but in Ju- 
{tice only, and wich all his terrors. 

' 4. Note how occaſions of ſinning are many times near 
athand to them that are willing. Foyab was ſet upon an 
evil jorney, and ſee, he finds a Ship-going to 7: _— 
when 
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when the heart is ſet upon wickedneſs, opportunity will 
ſcarce be long wanting, 

Take heed, and commit thy way unto the Lord, pray 
him not to give thee over at any time that thou ſhouldeit 
be ſwayed by thy own Luſts, and for occaſions of ſinning, 
remember the {1xr Petition of the Lords Prayer, that he 
would cither keep off che Temptations, or not ſuffer thee 
co fall by thoſe Temptations. 

5. Of Jonab we may learna Leſſon of Equity , to pay 
thoſe that labour for us, as he the Mariners : Ir is one of 
the crying ſins, by fraud to keep back the hs « of Labourers who 
have reaped down your Fields, Fam. F. 4. So of ary ſort of 
work-men, it will be a great fin in due ſeafon not to let 
them have their pay, or ſervants their wages; Their hearc 
= "2 ic, and they needit, and ſoit ſhould not be detain« 
cad. 

Pay therefore, and:do it quickly ; mark the commands 
in Prove 3.27, 28, 29, Withhold not good from them to whons 
it u.due, when 14 1n the power of thy hand ta do it , Say nt un- 
rothy Neighbour Go, and coma? again, avd to marrow 1 will give, 
when thou baſt it by thee , dew:je not evil againit thy Neigh- 
bour, ſecrng he dwelleth ſecurely vy thee; 

Laſtly, note in Joxah how willing ſome men are to part 


with their money in anevil matter, to flee from the pre- Willing to pare 
ſerce of the Lord, to have Chritt becrayed to the Jews 3b moey for 


Hſe. 


Dottr, 5, 
Pay duts. 


Hſe. 


Defﬀr, 6, 


and High-Prieſts, to have it reported abroad. that his Di- *% 


ſciples came by night and ſtole him away. They that can 
find no money for a pious and charitable uſe, can find mo- 
ney enough for gaming, or a Suit of Low, Oh the ex- 
cules that ſhall be made, and the Ailegations that ſhall be 
brought to ſave their Puries! bard Times, ill Trading, 
great Taxes, many Children; noend of pleading to keep 
a/lro themſelves ; Bur tor Pride of Lite, Bravery of Ap- 
parel,or Houſe-turniture, Feecing of Luſts, or maintain- 
ing ot Quarrels at Law, lec the Pieces flee, ſpare. no colt, 
they will no: be put down by any, they bave vowed and 
will be as good as cheir word, Yake 


= | 


Be, 


Oppoſ:ton b - 


eween God 
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Take heed (Chriſtians) and remember the ruſe , Horor 
the Lord with thy ſuh(tence, Prov. 3, 9, He looks for his por- 
tion our of all the Wealth he gives thee; namely, in thoſe 
good uſes, which in the word he hath aſſigned for thee ro 
mind : Andhe would have us to be rich in good works , as 
we:l as others, or rather in theſe, thenjn worldly wealth , 
And he calls him & foo/, who is rich to himſelf, and not to 
God, ' And there is a cutting phraſe, 4A mar and bis money 


may periſh together, as Att, $, And, the ruſt of the Stlver and 


Gold goes up b:fore God, and cryes for Vengeance, And, if ſo 
for not doing of good, what will come of doing evil with 
thy Wealth? It hath been ſeen many a man could not 
have been ſo wicked, nor could be now,if he were not ſo 
wealthy ,; Fonah could not have fled to Tarſws, if he had 
had no money to pay the Fare, 


Ver, 4. But the Lord ſent out a great Wind 
into the Sea , and there was a mighty 
Tempeſt in the Sea, ſo that the Ship was 
[ike to be broken. 


But note theſe Adverſative Particles ; Jonah was ſent to 
Nineve, but fied to Tarſu , Jozahwentby Sea to Tarſwus, 
but the Lord ſenta Wind and Tempeſt after him, to tell 
him of his offending, There is much thwarting between 
God anda ſinner , God commands one thing, and the ſin- 
ner doth another; and therefore no marvel if God pro- 
cecd contrary to the welfare and comfort of the ſinner , 
and the ſooner the better , Jonah was the dear Child and 
Miniſter of God , and in the end muſt be ſaved, notwith- 
ſtanding his great Imperfetions 3 therefore preſently the 
Lord ſent upon him a = Wind and Tempeſt, that he 
was like to be drowned , and this great danger was the 
means of putting him into his way again, that'in Conclu- 
fon he might be ſaved , ſo till, 1 Cor, 11, 31, 32. /f we 


would 
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world ſmdge our ſelves, weſhould wt be judged:but thin wears 
Judged, we are chat enedof the Lord, that weſhsuld nt be con- 
demned with the world. 

As for them that amend not by their aMii&ions, they 
ſhall know it ſhall be the worſe for them, God will not in 
vain wear out his Rods upon them , 7 he worſe thing is c0- Joha 5.14, 
ming toward them : The Controverſie for fin continues, 994 *: .. 
'and will ſurely burn to the nethermoſt hell. 

More, if a ſinner find none of theſe croſs proceedings 
of God toward him, ſo much the worſe, even profperuy 
undoes ſuch ſimple ones : Better a great deal that they 
had been putſued with Winds and Tempeſts, and drown» 
ed in the Cone of the Sea, 

The Hiſtory of our Text is plain, and needs no Expofi- 
tion. 

Two Points may be obſerved, 

1. How the Providence of God reacheth unto all parti - 

culars that are done in the worldz Nothing more com- Dey, x. 
mon then great Winds to ariſe at Sea, and mighty tem- Gods proxj- . 
pelts thereby, and Ships to be broken : Yet all this is here fence extogds 
aſcribed unto God , / he Lord ſeit a great Wind, fo in ver, 9% 
17. 1 he Lord prepared a great fiſhto ſwallew up Jorah , and 
Chap, 2. 10. The Lord ſpake to the fiſh, and it Vonzted ont 
Jonah «jo» the dry Land, and Chap, 4. 6 The Lord prepa- 
red a gourd, and ver. 7, God prepared a wor m to [mite and we- 
ther the gourd, 

So in the Plagues of Egypt, The Lord ſent the Frogs, 
Flies, Lice, Locuſt , Thunder, Darkneſs, and all the reſf, And 
generally, Amos 3. 6. Shall there be any evil in the (itys and 
the Lord hath nor dome it ? : 

And we ſaw heretofore in the DoQrine of Gods Proyi-- 
dence, 1- How it intermedles in the ſmalleſt matters, as 
the Feeding of Beaſts and Ravens, Pſa/m 147, 9. and the 
falling of Sprrows to the ground, or the hairs of our head, 
Mat. 10. 29, 30. yea ana the colour of the hair, Chap. 55 


36. 2, How t orders contingent things ; thatis, where 
in 


Prov.1.32, 
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in mans reaſon there is no connexion between the cauſe 
and the effe& ; yer ordered by God, and fall out infalli- 
bly as Lore, Prov. 16, 33. The lot ts caft into the lap, but the 
nr a d'ſpoſing thereof us of the Lord ; And the killing of a 
man by an Axe, no hatred, only the head lippech from 
the helve , it is ſaid, That God delivers him into the hand of 
bs Neighbour, Exod. 21,13. The like of fore-telling things, 
whereof there was no ſign among the Creatures, 

Which ſerves to reprove Heatheniſh Chriſtians, who 
look not up to (God in theſe Afﬀairs of the world to give 
bim glory, or carry themſelves as thoſe that live Ne Pl 
Providence , but Rage, and Chatfe, and cry out of For- 
rune, ill Luck, croſs Times, I know not what Planets and 
miſchiefs. Yet the Heathen aſcribed the ſtirring of 
Winds and Seas to their Idol-Gods, /£olw4 and Neprune , 
and cheſe Heathens in the Text looked up, every one to 
his God, to be ſaved and delivered from this great dan- 
Ser ; and Forah who is the Writer, ſaith expreſly, The Lord 
ſent out a great wind into the Sea, And thoſe now-a-days 
who read ſuch Writings, might thereby be enured to bet- 
ter Thoughts and Language concerning Winds, Tem peits, 
and other ſad Accidents, 

More, if Providence work in all theſe, it follows that 
our God is a wonderful God every way, and according! 
to beadmired. He ſends forth the Winds at his pleaſure, 
he holds the Winds in the hollow of his Fiſt, he ruleth the 
Raging of the Seas,and ſitteth upon many Waters , Fiſhes, 
Worms, Gourds, all Creatures are at his diſpoſal, to be or 
not to be, to do us good or not to do us good, None ſo 
great, bur he over-rules ir, None ſo ſmall, but he ads ir, 
therefore, O Lord, our Lord, bow Excellent s thy Name in all 
the Earth ! 

When Chriſt had tilled that great ſtorm upon the 
Lake, The men marvelled, ſaying, What manner of man is 
this, that even the Winds and See ovey him? And it is likely, 
tha the menin gle Ship with Foxah care by this Miracle 


to 
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to ſome knowledge of the God of /ſrae!;So did Naimmay the 
Syrian, 2 King. 5.15. Behold,"now | know that there is no 
God in a'l the Earth, but in Iſrael, However, we that have 
the word to inſtruc us of God, and to Expound his Pro- 
vidences to us, ſhould be led by Winds, Seas, and other 
ſtrange workings of our God, to adue Admiration of 
him ; that he is wonderful in his power, bidding them do 
this and they doit; and in his widow ſo diſpoſing ordina- 
= ſo innnmerable, and fo rude things, and in his grac;- 


ouſneſs, doing all for his Ele@, though ſometime in ſeem- 


ing Contraricties as here to Fonah, 
Next, divers duties may be urged by this concurrence 
of Gads Providence. 


'Winde and Weather are againſt us, and we ſuffer exceed= 
ingly, we ſhould like all that he doth, becauſe he doth it , 
and ſay, It « che Lord, let bizs do what pleaſeth bim, 1 Saw. 
3.13, The creatures could not come if he did not ſend 


them : Shine; could not curſe,ifhe did not bid bim curſe. 


2. To wait with patience if hedelay the help which 
we would fain have, Fſal, 40. 1. { waited patiently for the 
Lord, and be inclined unto me, 4nd heard my cry, when his 
appointed time is come which is the beſt time, we are ſure 


' to beretieved, The Viſion is yet for an —_— D wait 
i b.2 3. 
TY "797" add 


and at laſt it will ſpeak, and ſatifie, Remem 
He that belives, muſt wt makg haſte, 
3. To pray for ſcaſonable and moderate Weather , 


. | Leſſons co be 
1. To be patient under croſs Providences, - when —_ 


S- 


Winds and Rains, and all other things being at Gods di- 2:19. 7. 


ſpoſal. 45k «nd ye ſhall have, Ark the Lerdrain in the t1me 
of the latter rain, ſo the Lerdſhall make bright clouds, and grye 
them ſhowers of rain , to evn y ovie graſs inthe Field: But pray 


ſtill with refignation'to bis Will and Wiſdom, becauſe he 


knows beſt whart is fit ro be done , and is able co alter the 
moſt ſerled Weather, that ſoon all may curn to the quite 
contrary. Stars and their Influences muſt go by bis di- 
re&ion ; if the' Stars' rule men, yet our God ruleth che 
Stars. E. 4. T0 
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6. Fo pray for Sea- faring men, who are moſt ſubjet 


4 
Plal 107.24. to the injury of Winds and Tempeſts, Theſe men ſee the 


Satan tan raiſe 


Winds and 
tewjeſs , 


Fpb,2. 2, 


wonders of God in the deep, upto Heaven, down to 
Hell,, and ſomecimes arearttheir wits end; therefore 
ſhould be remembred by us at Land, while our ſelves are 
in ſafety. Though we cannot help them, there is one that 


Can, and him we muſt pray unto, | 


5. To praiſe God when our buſineſſes are fitted by 
Land or Water ; hedid it, and he muſt have the glory, he 
ſent ſweet gales of Winds, he cauſed $hat there were no 
Tempeſts upon the Sea, nor Blaſts upon the Land, by his 
goodneſs we eſtaped ſucha Thunder and nn , and 
miſchiefs that fell upon others ; therefore him we- muſt 
Slorifie and bereally thankful, P/al. 107. 31. Oh that 
men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his monder- 
fal works tothe Children of men ! © 

6, To keep the Lord ſure on our ſide, I mean in an ho- 
ly way , becauſe he, and he alone can make all go well on 
ourſide, No wpnder if Windes and Tempeſts be ler 
looſe upon Jonab, when Jonab is fled from the Lord : We 
may thank our ſelyes for ſundry terrible ſtorms, and un- 


_ſeaſonable times chat come-upon us, our fooliſhneſs hath 


oF 1 


fo armed the juſticefdf God againſt us  , 
And take this for a Motive; The Devil and his Inſtru- 
ments canraiſe:turbulent Winds and Tempeſts todo us a 


_ diſpleaſure. If they have leave from God, we ſee in Jobs 


caſe what they are abletodo : Nor that he can create 
Winds and Tempeſts/;bugfthere be any in all the world, 
he can bring them together d dire&them to ſuch an 
Houſe, orto ſuch a ch, ., He u the Prince of 
the air, and is perm tted to do great miſchiefs againſt. ſin- 
ners; yea, and againſt the- Sgints of God, Luke 13. 18, 
Satan had bound a Daughter of Abraham eighteen years . 
Others were-poſleſſed of Devils,and ſuffered exceedingly . 
Others had theirſwine Choaked in the waters. Our $a- 
riour bimſc}f was hurzicd pf thgDevi] from place to arr. 
0 
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Books have been written De Preſt:;o1its Demmanm. But Wierws. 


beſides theſe, there are real ſtorms and miſchiefs that are 
done by wicked Spirits, whereof two Notes are given, 
1, That they are raiſed on a ſuddain, even in the faireſt 
and quieteſt weather that is. 2, That on a ſuddain all is 
huſht and gone; as if there had been no ſuch commotion 
at all, with other Diſcourſes not much to our purpoſe, 
Take heed and fear, not theſe wicked ones whole power 
is limited, though their Malice be unlimited ; but God who 


is the watch-1man of 1[rael, and hath thefe Lions in Chains Pſal.12r, 


that tity can'hurt none bur as he pleaſeth ; 7 ſay 


wnto you Pal. gr. it, 


fear him, Remember the keeping of us in or way ; and, E#K 13.4. 


The way of ths Loyd i« fizength to the wpright , Proverbs 
IO. 29- : 

So of the former point, 

2, Note how. one ſinner brings a whole'Comnany in 


dang, mY one Jomnab, doe Athai, ne Colloquintsd'), mar d Doftr. 2. 


all che good Herbs that were in 'the' Por. ' David num 0x funcr en- 


bred the people, and ſeventy choufarid'6fthem dyed of the dargers many. 


Pla gue, 


Bur how can this ſtand with the Juſtice and Mercy of How. 


God? Anſw, Se jr es 

1. The Jaſtice of God'cannot lightfy-mifs- of: ObjeRs 
to work upon; . /ſrae! had (ins enqugh by- which: Got -was 
offended, and: might juſtly diminifh rtitm by che Pefſti- 
lence, So had.theſe who Sailed with Jon#h, though Jonah 
had net been' among theth, Divine Juſtice might righ- 
reouſly for fin have laid'chem jn che bottom, of rhe Sea, 
Who cart ſay he is righreous,or fuffttsar any tithe” withbur 

ſin provoking Gods anger?” HE 
2.. The Meicy'sf God appeats in'AMidion, is well' as 
in Favours beſtowed; w, c. that both' Foxah and his 
Companions eſcaped the danger of the Sea, and thee Mari- 
ners came hereby to the. Knowledge of the true God. Ic is 
good fqr me to be afflicted, that I may learn thy ſtatutes; 
Others are x Otculto Corriati, as Teri auſaid: of ſome 
& 2 Con- 


I, 


4 


% 


Num.15. 45: 


3 
Zealews Refor- 
aner's (11 away 
wrath 
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Confeſſors who died in Priſon ; ſtill in good hands, when 
they are moſt judged according to the world. ; 
Now if one ſinner can endanger many, into how great 
dangers do many ſinners caſta poor Town or Nation ? 
many ſorts of fin, and many Offendors of cach ſort, and'. 
many acts of every Offendor ,. as for exampie, in the ſin 
of Drunkenneſs, or Swearing ; No marvel if we have had 
ſuch civil Tempeſts, Livifions, Conftuſions, Diſeaſes, 0- 
ther Evils, The greateſt marvel indeed is, that our Houſe 
and Kingdom. is not already laid deſolate; This is only 
by the.long-ſuffering of our moſt patient and loving Lord. 


2.. If ſo, a ſinner is-no ſuch good Neighbour as he may 


_ think he is, Though he be ofa loving Nature, and do ſome- 


good in his place, yet he hurts more another way : He 
provokes God to anger, and ſo the P/agne. begins in one 
kind or other, Jonab. was an. honeſt man, yea a golly 
man, he ſerved the God of the Hebrews, and he patd his. 
Fare. when he entred into the Ship, yet ſee what a bur- 
then he becomes, and how he endangers both the Veffel 
and the Goods,and all the Paſſengers together with him- 
ſelf, In Religion. it isa meer Deluſion, to think a bad 
man-can be a good Citizen as to God ; he isa very Peſt to 
Church and State, | 

3. If ſo, ſce how ſtudiouſly and eagerly Magiſtrates 
ſhould ſer upon the work of Reformation; to ſhame and' 
puniſh ſinners and leſſen the number of them, that ſo 
wrath may be turned away. It was hightime to caſt Jo- 
»ab overboard, that ſo poſlibly there might be ſome hope. 
Iſrael could nor ſtand beforethe men of As, till Achen was 
oned ; when a man is ſick ofa Pleuriſie, there is no reſt: 
ro be expected till the corrupt blood. be voided away , 
ſo here: And a wiſe Surgeon muſt come ſometimes with 
his Cauſticks, where remember the ſaying, Foekiſh py 

marresthe City ,, Anidle Governonr baſtens wrach. | 
4..1f ſo, be rot ſucha ſinner as for thine own ſake ; ſo 
. or. 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 
for others to whom thou art related, and with whom thou 


art engaged in Society, [I 
1, In Charity to others a man ſhould be Religious, fear 


and ſerve God, pray, keep Sabbaths, do all daty, not only 


in way of Piety and _— that fo he may not hurt, but 
help his Brethren, This Caſe of Foxah tells us, that a fins 


ner though he be but one, yet may wrong many 2 and 0- 


ther Scriptures tell how one good man may profit many, 
and though he be a private man, yet he may be a publick 
00d, Feſeph was a Bleflingtoall Porzphars houſe, and to 
all the Land of Egypr. ” 

All this while we ſay nothing of Charity to a mans own 
Soul, which in an holy way might be ſaved, or of pleafing 
God inthe way of Holineſs, which oughe chiefly ro be 
minded; or of crediting our holy Profeflion, to which 
every Chriſtian oughe to be an Ornament. The only com- 
fort 15 to put all theſe together, and carry our work clea- 
verly before us. 

2. Let a Religious man take heed of ſtepping out of his 
way, which would endanger both himſelf and others, as 


Fonah here , and David in numbring the people. He that - 


opens a ſluce, may drown many others as well as himſc1|f. 
Somewhat is the matter., that judgment begins at the 
Houſe of God, and that the Righteous ſhall ſcarce be ſa- 
ved, ſaved they ſhall be, bur ſo as by Fire. And by this 
account ſcarce any ſtrineſscan be eſteemed roo much, I 
mean inthe holy ways of God, 
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Ver, 5. Then the Mariners were afraid, and 
| crjed every man unto his god ; and caſt 
forth the Wares that were 1 the S hip into 
the Sea, to lighten it of them : But Jo- 
nah was. 2one down 1nto the ſide of the 
Ship, and he lay,. and was fa aſleep. 


Here be--two things. ' 1.' The'Prophet by divers cir- 
cumſtances. ſets forth the greatneſs of. the danger where-. 
into they were brought, 2, He tellsof his own deep ſe- 
curity in the mean time, True grace ever notes and con- 
fofſes its own ImperfeCtiors. . 

"There needs little 'or no Expoſition : But we have. four 
points to be briefly handled. gone nn rt #4: 

1.. God hath terrible works to do-,” which ſometime 

affright the ſtouteſt and rudeſt ſinners that are. Sea-fa- 


Dettr. 1. 


Stout ſenners, 


. boweobe 0ve;= ring men wao.converſe much in Dangers and Commati- 


awed. ons inthe Air, uſe to be Feorlefs men, and altogether de- 


fperare in their wap; yet at this time we ſte howthey are 
afraid, and fall to their Prayers, ſoftill, fome are deſpe- 
rate enough. and care for nothing ,; but. in ſome great 
judgment of God their fpirit fits them, and they melt a- 
way into' effeminate pallions, ſo Be/ſhazzar, Dn. 5. 5. ſo 
Ca{gulantthe hearing of Thunder, fo in 2. King, 7.6, 4 
noiſe in the Air chaſed away an Army of the Syrians, 


Reaſ. 1. The Reaſon is, ſome things are rerrible above man. that 
goftes Imig is, beyond the Powerand Wiſdom of man to withſtand 
Zrbewnory, them, eſpecially in the concurrence of thoſe three things ; 
Ariit. Grievous Judgments, an Awakened Eonſcience, and Sin 


{et in,qrder betore the guilty Soul : Theſe meeting toge- 

ther make foul work ſometimes with a very ſtour ſinner, 
1 King.17.18. Art thau com: to call my ſin toremembarce thu day, and to ſlay 
Ad. 24+25. mv Son? and while Pax! diicourſed of Tem perance, Righ- 

rcoulneſs, and Judgment to come, Judge Felrx trembled. 


I rue, 
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True, ſome under much guilt, and in the midſt of terri« 
ble Judgments tear nothing ; why ? becauſe Conſcience 
is not yer awakened, A feepurg Lion troubles uot : But when 
this begins ro wamble, then the Sea waxeth turbulent and 
dangerous, E{', 57,20, 21. The wicked are like the trou- 
bled Sea, zhen it canuos reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt . 
there #« 9 peace ( ſaith my God) to che withed, Sometime 
the trouble enters in a Plague-year, ſometime in the loſs 
of a Dear Friend, ſometime in the approach of Death 
and ſometime in other amazing occalions., Whenever 
God begins to reckon with a finner, or any way hides 
comfort from him on which he preſumed ; now begins the 
FOI to be black indeed. A wonnded ſpirit who can 
ear ? 
Let none therefore truſt to the hardneſs or bigneſs of 


IT 


Hſe. 


his ſpirit, but learn to fear in a right and holy mannex, 1! vainzo be | 


baraned as 


There is a falſe valour wherewith ſome ſet up their faib, gainſt Gags 


and ſwell above all reaſon againſt God, his word and 
works, It may. be it laſteth for a long time, till Death, or 
in Death through ſelf-deluſion : Bur th's is not the way to 


proſper as to God, and for ſafety tothe Soul; Ar fartheſt, Job 9. 45 


in the day of judgment be ſhall be 2fagor-ALſabib, fear Jer. 20, 3. 


round about, aftonied and ſwallawed np ofdeſpair. 

The only ſafe way is, to turn all-Natural and. worldly 
fear into Spiritual; rhat:s, toifear God whom by .ſin we 
offended ; To take fin offthe {coxe by getting into Jeſys 
Chriſt ; To follow the doggings of a guilty Conſcience 
far enough, namely to-get waſhed in the Fountains of 
Iſrael. By temporal judgments to take warning con- 
cerning eternal, and prevent that great miſchief; Other- 
wiſe, it is not alittle .cempeſt that will ſerve the turn, gr 
Peltilence, or Pleuriſe, or the like ; but in Hell there will 
be ſeven times more vengeance, yea ſeventy times ſeven; 
All preſent Evils are nothing tort ts, when God ſhall caſt 
both Body and Soul into Hell, thergtfore ſay I, Ferarchirs, 


Luke I2, &, + 
Ang 
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And if it be the right fear of God, it will teach to depaye 
from ewel, as feb, Foſeph, and the Midwives of Fgype, Job 
28. 28. It will introduce a real holineſs, Pſa/, 111, 10. 


tc ts the beginning of w/d ”. And ic will lead the man 


alonginan holy way toward Perfection, 2 Cor. 7.1, 70 
perfett holineſs 12 the fear of God. 
2. Note how in great diſtreſs great ſinners will pray 


The n#rſt will after their faſhion, as theſe Heatheniſh Jdolaters , they 
prey ingrew knew there isa God, and that he is to be called upon , bur 


danger. 


Reaſon, 


Hſe. 
Wot the right 
hind of prayer. 


let him alone till they be brought into this extremity of 
danger. Notions of God, and Prayer, and Duty lie a- 


ſleep in a natural man, till rouſed by ſome extraordinary 


erouble and amazement, Hoſ. 5. 15. 1n their affliction they 
will ſeck.me early, And here we ſee, that when they miſs 
of the true God, they will betake themſelves to gods of 
their own making; Every one to his god, they will have 


many gods rather then no god, when reduced into | 
RKraights, 7 
Self-love can do all this, Nature is willing to eſcape | 


out of great dangers, or get our of great troubles, or ob- 


tain his own ends; Fruits of the Earth, Peace, Liberty, ? 
other good things of the world. Hoſ, 7. 14. They bave wor | 
ered unto. me with their heart , when they howled wpon their beds , | 
they aſſemble themſelves for Cornand Wine, anathey rebell a= | 
yainſt-me , ſothat, not God is ſought for Gods ſake, bur | 
_— ro ſerveones own turn , which when it is done, | 


God ſhall be ler alone till chey have more need of him. 
Yet this is uſually eſteemed Prayer, indeath or deadly 


troublescall upon God, and it is abundant Devotion | 
though neither befere not afterward, live a ſinner, and die 
a ſinner, yet with a few good words he is ſure to go to hea- |! 
ven; Though he learn not righteouſ, weſs, nor the Laws and con- | 


ditions of prayer, Eſa, 26.10, 11. 


There be numbers that make not one good prayer all | 
their long life ; Know not what it 15 toask according ro the || 
ill of Ged, which they mind not, Ordinarily quench and 7 
Srieve od 


Ko RY 


by 

bs 

” 
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grieve the Spirit, and ſo canner pray in the Spirit , i. Jude 36% 


take care to get into Chriſt , and ſo cannor pray in the 
Name of Chriſt , Never mind the main matcers of Prayer, 
zs about Holineſs, Temptation, doing Duty holily and 
g——_ living profitably in their places , adyancing 

ods glory and the good of ſouls : All tor a preſent ſhife, 
and to ger out of a ſtermas well as they can. 

Object, What, would you not have us to call upon God 
inour trouble? is it not commanded? Arſw, 1, It is 
commanded, and ſo are many other conditions too P/al, 
$9. I4. Call «upon ws: in the day of tronble ,, but it follows, 
ver, 16, Hyto the wicked God ſaith, What haſt thou to do 10 
declare my ſlatwtes ? 2, There be many places of Scripture 
that diſcarJ the prayers of the wicked, they are abomination 
to the Lord, God heareth not ſinners, Incenſe is abomi- 
nation, 3. There be many adjungs of acceptable prayer ; 
v. c, 9 uſe che means of obtaining , to uſe no indire 
means, to ſtand ina way of capacity for receiving ſuch and 
ſuch favours, to uſe them well afterward, and the like, 
which numbers lictle think of, and ſo their prayers are nor 
accepted. 4.There be many dayes of crouble beſide th: fe out- 
ward and worldly affliions, and if ye will pray ever when 
ye arein trouble , ye muſt pray every day, and ſeveral 
times in the day: why ? a godly man every day finds him- 
ſelf troubled with Temptations, and is never out of dan- 
ger of the great Tempeſt, nor ot his own corrupt hearr, 
Paz/ beſought the Lord rhr'ce againſt the thorn of the fleſh, 
and approved kimſelf on both ſides by the armour of Rigteouſ- 
e{s: No part of our life is void of theſe dangers, there- 
fore every part of our life muſt be fenced with prayers. 


Prev.ts 8, 
John 9 31, . 


And one condition of prayer is, it mult be conſtant, we Eph.6.12. 
muſt pray with all perſeverance, we mult continue inſtant 1n Col.g,z, 


rajer,.&c, 
Tothe third pointz There be caſes wherein a mans 


worldly wealth will be nothing ſer by ; as here, in caſe of 


Shipwracky and A, 27. 19- 1hey l:ghtened the ſhip, - 
F p./ 


Dor, ;: 
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Mat. 16. 36. 


2, 
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with their own hands they cx out the tackling of it , When 
the life comes into queſtion, let it all go ; or in times of 
war, a man fares the worſe becauſe he hath ſomething to 
loſe, Ezek, 7, 19. They ſhall caft their Silver to the ſtreets, 
and their Gold ſhall be removed : Or ina great fit of ſickneſs, 
a'l the wealth is lookt on with an heavy eye, And in 
death, what is all the wealth of the world toa man? Ir is 
but the more vexation in parting, 

Yer this is the folly of many, immoderately and inordi- 
nately to aff:& the wealth of the world. They ſeek it, 
and take pains for it, though it be with the loſs of their 
Souls , my when they have it, itis in much danger to 
be ſtollen, or maſtered by Fire, or forfeited, or to be caſt 
away with ones own hands, and, Oh that Thad never 
know peny of this ill-gotten Goods ! what profi: ? what 
rec:mperce ? beſide thoſe caſes of meeting a murderous 
Theef, Take my Goods and ſave my Life, And mark how 
expreſly the way of worldlings is called folly, Pſal. 49. 13. 
T hu their way # their folly, with Jer. 17. 11. He that gertteth 
riches and not by right , ſhall leave thews in 1 he midſt of his days , 
and at his end ſhall be a fool, 

Take heed, Chriſtians, and adventure not Souls for 
Goods , It were no reaſonable exchange. 1. Mark theſe 
Heathens, if they prefer their Lives before their Goods, 
let not Chriſtians who know better and higher things, caſt 
away their precious and Immortal Souls for a little Com- 
modity ; no not if it were never ſo great. Certainly there 
is no proportion between a Soul and the whole world, 
2. We readof ſome Philoſophers, that they caſt away 
their wealthand worldly buſineſs, that they might the. 
better attend the getting of _— and Wiſdom ; ſo did 
Crates,and Thales by buying up the Vineyards in the 
Country, when he fore-ſaw a Scarcity,by Philoſophy, and 
made good adyantage of it, ſhewed how eaſily a Philoſo- 
pher might ger wealth ifhe minded it. And if ſuch mind 
it not, why ſhould Chriſtians mind it ſo much? WE 

at 
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What then, may ſome ſay, would you have me caſt my Ohbjet, 
wealth into the River? Iſee no ſuch need, Sir, Azſw, x, Anſw, 
There is need to make reſticution of Goods that have been 
il-gotten, as did Zach:ws, 2 There is nced to be free for 

ious and charitable uſes according to ability, 1 Cor.,16, 2, _ 
as God hath proſpered a man, 3, There is need while we hold 
cheſe temporals, to hold them with a moderate mind and 
affection : notto mod Earth! Jy things, but to have the conver- 
ſation in Heaven, Phil, 3.19, 20. mat to ſet the affeftions oz 
things below, but things above, Col. 3, 1,2, and our rule is, 
at to Treaſure in Earth, but in Heaven; and when we have Maud.20, 
any riches, to refer them tothe right ends they were Br | 
venfor, as is ſaid, Honour God with thy ſubſtance ; And ſtill *50v-3-97 
they ſhould be uſed as enconragements in his ſervice. 

. There is need above all our getting to labour for be Ver 1 
7 eb and enduring ſubſtance, Heb, 10. 34. tobe rich i faith _— 
and good works, toget ſaving wiſdom mbich u better they 
Rabies and Diamond; , to have a ſtock of prayer going in 
Heaven , without all queſtion great i the yan of godlineſs , 1 Tims. 6. 
though — eſteem it nor, 

W here note, theſe two Loves do much hinder and waſte 
one another, Ifa man earneſtly, and as he oaphr, ſhall 
mind the ſpiritual wealth, ic will in great part take him off 
from his mudling in the world, Is F- not in the proſecu- 
tion of better things? A Prince that ſeeks a Kingdom, 
will purchaſe no Cottage. On the other ſide, he thar 
eagerly purſues the world, ſhall either negle& Religion 
alrogerher , or purſue ir very indifferently, worldly- 
mindedneſs hath been' the mairing of many an hopefal 
Profeſſor, Demas embraced the world, and left the Ago- 
ſte. | 
To the fourth point , We are apt tobe very ſecure e- D#itr. 4. 
venin the greateſt danger. 

1. Good men, as Fonah, who was very ſhortly to be !" £/*4t dengey 
caſt into the Sea, and yet faſt aſleep in the ſide of the Ship , ©" © be [ecare, 
and David who after his fin wich Baiſheba lay ſecurely 

F 2 for 


« Tim,4.!o. 
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81a 6-109. 


4Rom.b. 5. | 
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for awhile, without renewing peace wich God, till the 
Sword was threatned to come againſt his houſe, and never 
go from it, Only with this difference, .the fecurity of a 
godly man is neither cotal nor final ; Ar the worſt he hath 
ome motions of God in his heart, and at laſt he ru#'s to 
him with full ſpeed, Carr. 5. 2 7 ſleep, but my heart wiakoh , 
And oil is ready in his Lamp, to go forth and meet the. 
Bridegroom. | 
2. Carnal and worldly men, . Theſe ſay, P-ace and Sefe- 
ty, when ſuddain deſtruction comes upon them unawares, 
1 Theſ.5, 3. And the man with gall of bitterneſs ſaith be 
faal have. peace, when the ſmoak of Gods wrath is arifing 
againſt him, Der. 29, So ſaid they of the old world, till the 


flood came and drowned them all, and the men of Sod-wv, 
till the fire fell from Heaven and conſumed them, Every 


natural man ſleeps the ſleep ef death, and he never awakes 
til] he be dropping into Hell, . 
Whereby note a curſed and dangerous effeR of fin, as 


it brings a man into extreme danger of lofing God and all ' 


happineſs, and of falling into the everlaiting torments of 
Hell, ſo it isready to make and keep him ſecure, and al- 
rogether inſenſible of his danger till he know not what ta 
do w th himſelf. He hath a groſs heart, eyes to ſee and nor 
perceive, cars to hearand not underſtand, and he hath 
an ivperitent heart, whom all the goodneſs and patience of 
God cannot lead to repentance, ſo little cauſe there js to. 
be in love with finas many are, or to refuſe che Exhorta- 
tions of zealous Miniſters. . 

2. Note and admire the wonderful merey of God, who 
watcheth over us for good, and in due rime awakenes us. 
out of our deep and deadly fleep, by giving faich and re. 
pentance. Qthe-rich and. invaluable grace. of Conver- 
ſion | how are we bound unto God, thac now we ſtard up 
from the dead, and live for ever ! We were aſleep. ſome» 
times; yea, dead in fins and treſpaſſes ; but now Chriſt 
hath given us the. /'gbr of Life. . It is onely of . his diſ- 

crit. 
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criminating grace, for which we muſt ever remember to 


be chankful, 
3- Awake unto duty. Chriſtian watchfulneſs is a duty 
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often commanded in Scripture, Be ſober, be vigilant, watch, x Petss.S. 


r ye know not the hoyer when the Son of man comnh; and ſai 
Chriſt, what / ſar unto you, | ſay unto all, watch, Mar,13, 37. 


For Motives, conſider how it is made a Note of wiſdom, 


to watch till che Bridegrome comes, as did the wiſe Vir- 
gins, How the wiſe as well as the fooliſh are apt to ſluw- 
ber and ſle:p, How the Bridegrome comes in a time when 
he is leaſt expeRed , «rt wid-mzght, How the wiſe Vir- 
gins enter with him into the r_ Bride-Chamber. 
How o-hers are excluded, though they knock and call for 
admiſſion, And how hereupon our Saviour inferreth the 
Exhortation, Vatch therefore , together with another Pa- 
rable to the ſame purpoſe; There will be a day of reck;u- 
»g with the Servants about their Talents and Employ- 
ments, therefore watch and doduty. . 


Ver. 6. So the Ship-Mafler came to him, and 
[ard unto him, What meaneft thiu, O 


ſleeper ? Ariſe, call upon thy God, if ſo 


be that God will think upon w, that we 
periſb not. . 


Mart,35.13- 


Ver. $4 

. 6. 
9, 
12, 
i 3 
Ig, 
Ig, 


Inevery Society of menthere muſtbe order. Here i® are g* 


a Ship there is a Ship-maſter ; in a Navy, there is an Admi- 9;ger iz every 


ral; inan Army, there is a General ; inan Houſe, Town, Society. - 


or Nation, there is a Governour : So inthe Church,there 
ought co be Order and Government, or elſe all comes to- 
Confuſion. We ſee what miſchief is befallen ſince Go- 
yernment ceaſed, and ſhould ſee more miſchief, if Civil 
Government cealed as well as Eccleſiaſtical In both it is 
true: bettera bad Government then no Government, Ty- 
ranny is very bad, but Anarchy is far worſe, and more- 
:ntolerables 


s 


Fox 
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The Propheſie of Jonah, 
For our Ship-maſter, he comes to Foxab and reproves 
him for ſleeping. Ir is likely, that in this great diſtreſs of 
weatherhe beſtir'd lum to the uttermoit, ro ſave the Veſ- 


- ſel and all chat were init, ſometimes under Deck, ſome- 


times'above, ſometimes among che Ropes and Cables, 


ſometime-in the Keel or ſides of the Ship, to ſee what muſt 


MWote2. 
Look to the 
mais Chance. 


Note 3. 
Maturaliſts 
mean not well. 


| Hſe, 


be done to that purpoſe, And here, in the ſide of the ſhip 
he finds Jonah falt alleep, and rouſeth him up, What meane(t 
thou, O ſleeper ? $321 7 

Grear diligence mult be uſed ofevery one in his Place 
and Calling, to ſave the main chance , tor the Body, for 
the preſent Life, for the ouward Eſtate , but eſpecially 
for the Soul and Eternity : So for Church and Common- 
wealth, do thy beſt co ſave a Barque ready to periſh, If 
Prayers can do any thing, if Tears, Sighs, Zeal for Refor- 
mation, Mourning for the Abominations , let us not want 
thy 'helping-hand; We ſhould not give all for loſt, ill 
there be no Remedy, and we be now ſinking. This 
Ship-Malter by his diligence ſaved his Veſſel, and ſo may 
we. 
What meaneFt thou, O ſleeper > A ſecure ſinner can have 
no good meaning with him. I ſuppoſe he hath no ſuch 
meaning as todamn himſelfand bis Companions , or to 
ruine the Church and State, Ir is not the thing which he 
doth purpoſely intend, yer he may be well asked the que- 
ſtion , What meaneſt thou ? It is not yet in his thoughts and 
pyrpoſes to doany good, either in publick« or private. 
In preſent he minds nothing but a ſinfuland ſenſual en- 
zoyment, RY  Cufisg: 

Carna] people ſay they have good meanings, but- it is 
much to be doubted, For, how can meanings be good, 
when they gre only General, Blind, Lazie, and not Ope- 
rative according to the Exigents of Church and 'State, or 
of the precious ſoul? ſhould theſe be called good mean- 
ings? It is a meer deluſion, We ſhall further queſtion 
them, as here the ſhip-maſter, what weaneit chow, O ſleeper ? 

| Ariſe, 


The Propheſie of Jonah, 29 


Ariſe, cal upon thy God, It is our duty to rouſe up' ſe- Note 4 
cure ſinners, that they may eſcape the great danger where+- Rouſe up ſecure 
in theyare; as the danger of loſing a Veſſel, Life and f#*05. 
Goods, ſo and much more the loſing of a precious and 
Immortal ſonl; Exhort, Admoniſh, Reprove, pull them 
out of the Fire, ſave them with Fear, and uſe Compaſlion, 

As we would call upon a ſleeping Maſter, when his houſe 
is all on Fire, ſo, and much more ſhould we in ſoul-dan- 
gers, Conſider, our Brethren whom we help now, may 
help us another time in our drowſineſs and ſleepineſs, 
And, none of us but is apt to be ſleepy ; weare of a cor- 
rupt Nature, and have taken a dram' ot helliſh Opi»m, ſo 
all poſlible help will be little enough, Conſider, Charity 
requires helpfulneſs, and this is a work of the trueſt Cha- 
rity» And why ſhould not eternal danger quicken us, as 
well as common danger ? | 
Call upmthy God, Carnal people can wiſh for apart in , Note 5, . 
all good prayers; as here, the Mariners before had cryed A! would ſhare 
every one unto his god ; Poſlibly there might'be an It good projers. . 
dub Paſſengers in the ſhip, and an hundred ſeveral 
gods that were called upon , yet ſee how the ſhip maſter _. 
beſpeaks Jonah for his Prayers too, that if it be poſlible, 
they may eſcape this danger. And 'poſlibly , they that 
never made good Prayers in all their Lives, yet will be 
the Prayers of the godly in their diſtreſs, and God frad 
them a part inall good prayers ! 
Take heed, Chriſtians, and blunder not along in theſe #ſer... 
wild and idle wiſhes; as ye defire the- benefit of other mens 
prayers, ſo ye mult learn to pray your ſelyes, There is 
not-only prayer .in common, ſuppoſe with'a Family, or in 
a Congregation; but it is ſaid dytributrrwely, Every one thax 
calls on the Name ofs the Lord ſhall be ſaved ,, and perſonally, 
when thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſer, | 
Thereaſon is, every one of us hatha ſoul to ſave, and 
every one hath perſonal ſins, perſonal corruptions, perſo- 
nal temptations, wants, afflitions; and every one chat os 
7 cruly 


Zrch. 22.10; 


Kſe 2. 
Be much 3n 
Prayere 
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rely godly hath the Spirit of grace and ſupplications poured 
w#pow biyy, And why ſhouldeſt not thou make account to 

ray for others,as well as that others ſhould pray for thee ? 
15 it not one duty of the Communion of Saints ? as Feeding 
and Cloathing are duties for the good for the Body, No 
member in the natural Body but mult help bis Fellows, 
and there is the ſame reaſon tor the Members of the Myſti- 
cal Body of Jeſus Chriſt, And, why ſhould any put ſo 
great a matter upon the Adventure , whecher others re- 
member him in their prayers or no ? every one is his own 
neareſt Neighbour ; Azdevery one ſhall give account of hing- 
ſelf «nts God, Rom. 14.12, ; | 

Every Chriſtian therefore that is ableto pray, ſhould 
ſtir up his gift, and improve his intereſt at the Throne of 
Grace, for his own good and the good of others, There is 
—_— in this advice tothe ſhip-maſter, Call upon thy 
Ged. and in the other, Every one i» the Ship cryed wnto bu 

0d, Mic. 4. 5. all people will walk, every one in the Name of 
;” god, and we will walkin tbe Name of the Lord onr God for 
ever and ever, Why not we devoutina true way, as they 
ina falſe ? 

Conſider the word of appropriation, thy God, Jehovah 
is thy God in a Covenant of grace, bound to thee both by Promiſe 
and Oath ;, and daily ſolicited by Jeſus Chriſt ro ſhew thee fa- 
wonur according to thy Prayers and Neceſſities, Now then 
make bold with him; every one may make bold with his 
own ; but Jehovah « thy God, theretore go boldly to him, 
and doubt not of acceptance. It is a Miſerly trick to have 
Gold and Silver in ſtore, and want Proviſions of Food and 
Phyſick;and it is worſe, to have a loving Lord God to 
pray unto, and be a ſtrangerto him. 

Conſider alſo the Naweof thy Gol, itis lovely, and in- 
vites thee to come to him. As it 1s a glorious andrerrible 
Name, The Lordthy God, ſoit is anamiable Name,and may 


* win finnersto ſeekto him , The Lord, the Lord merciful 


and graciow, The Kings of /ſrae! were accounted 
Mer- 


d 
) 
4 
) 
: 


- within himſelf before the foundation of the world , Zech. 


The Propheſie of Jonah. | 41 
merciful Kings , and much more is this King of /ſrae/. 

If ſo be that God will think upon w, The Lord hath MNete, 6, 
rhoughrs of Love and Peace toward his people,Fer, 29.11, Thoughts of | 
1 know the thrughts of prace that [ think toward you, faith the love to the goc'= 
Lord, th nghts of peace; and not of evil , to give you an expett. h 
edend ; Namely, out ofthe counſel of peace which he had 


6. 13. Thecounſel of peace ſhall be between them buth, that 
is, Chriſts Kingly and Prieſtly Office. 
Or, ir may be a phraſe referring tothe ſenſe of man. 

We are apt in great diſtreſs to think thar God hath for- 
gotten us, and will he be no more gracious, bath he ſhut up Plal.77.8,9, / 
hes lovinghindneſs in everlaſting diſpleaſure? and, if he did 

bur think upon us, in whata ſad caſe we are, he would 
certainly ariſe and do for us, So theſe here, Oh: that the 
God'of Heaven would think of us for good! and elſe- 
where, Ar ſe O Lord, © Lord, ſtir up thy ſtrength, hide not thy 
face, leavye us mt, come and { due ns, | 

Otherwiſe, in abſolute conſideration, the Lord thinks 
onall men and Aﬀairs inthe world. His providence reach- 
eth to all; and to every particular : He ſent this Tempeſt 
upon'the Mariners, and 'ſaw-in what diſtreſs they. were. 
But their Prayer is, they would: have mercy, -that they 
might well get our of their diſtreſs. He ſaw the »fflifion 
of iſrael #1 Egypt, and meant to bring them out of ic. | 
' Now this is good and comfortable for each doubting Hſe, 
Chriſtian, who conceits ſometimes in his weakneſs to be ir Falk. to ſtts * 
reje&cd and forſaken of God, bur indeed is not, the Lord | 
at worſt thinking of a deliverance or {-pply., and what 'is 
the beſt way and time to effe& it. A Nurſe ſees her Ch 1d 
to be too venturous, and ſeems to leave it to it ſelf, but her 
eye is full upon ir, evenſo doch our God,, And though 
Nurſes and Mothers ſhould be unnatural, yer will not che 
Lord, Eſa. 49. 14,15, 16, Good words to ſerile the peace of 4 
rroubled ſp:1it, bur may allo ſerve our turn in-great Cifſtreſ- 
ſes of the world ; Tempelts at _ Commorions at Land, 
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ſav: in great 
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Note 8. 


Carnal ones are 
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eroubles in the private Eſtate , all threatning our Ruine, 
and then we begin to queſtion the Love and Providence of 
God 4 [f the Lord be with us, why <5 IT: thits ? But check this 
unbelief, we need not pur it upon this ſuppoſition, if ſo be 
that God will think upon us; he will moſt certainly think, 
and do, anddelever in due time; andin the mean time 
ſupport cur hearts wi:h comforts of his Spirit; he is 4 God 
of #d42me:t, and knows our frame,and whena delivetance 
will! be moſt ſeaſonable. 

7h 1k -pinw, tar we periſhnot, God is able in great 
diſtreſs to keep us from periſhing, and will, ithe lee it 
good for us, Theſe heathen Mariners ſaw, that if the 
could ger God on their ſide, they ſhould not periſh,thoug 
it we:ea terrible, boilterons, chreacning tempeſt : And 
we ſce in the end, that they did not periſh, Soin theſe 
dayes, amid(t all our civil Tempeſts, our Land bath not 
yet periſhed, and, ſo long as God thinks thoughts of 
peace towards us, it ſhall not periſh,though winds and 
{torms beat upon our Bark never ſo violently, . 

Hear and believe, and ſay as /ſa/, 46,1,2, 3. God is 
exr refuge andſirength, a very preſent help in trouble , T herc- 
fure will we not fear, though the Earth be removed, ard though 
the Mountains be carried into the 11415} of :he Sea: Though the 
waves thereof roar and betroubled, thoughthe Monntains ſhake 
with the ſwelling there f. Say as thoſe that were-going in- 


tothe fiery furnace, Our God ts able to deliver 9, Rate as. 


way all unbeliefas David did, Why art thou caſt down O my 
ſoul ? and why art thou ſa diſquieted within me ? FFill truſt m 
God, whe t thy belp, «nd the light of of thy countenance, Mark 
what our Saviour ſaith, Let not your hearts be troubled ,, je 
believe in Gd, believe alſo in me, John 14.71. 

That we periſh uot, All the care of carnal people is to 
be delivered from temporal evils, from Ship-wrack, from 


' al! fortempo- Peſtilence, from Loſſes and Crofles of the world, ſo / ha- 
k T4. 


rah, Deliver me from this deathonly; ye may apply it to 
every particular Plague which comes and threatens wo 
£t 
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Let people eſcape, and preſently ny are as bad as ever , 


All the care is, to get out of Gods hand for the preſent. 
[(rael in want would fain have Bread or Water, and be de- 
livered from the fiery flying Serpents, or get through the 
red Sea ; bat when their turn was ferved, preſently they 
were a> bad as ever. | 


43 


Oh no (may ſome fay) we mind our Souls too, we Os;ef, 


would get them ſaved, we were undone elſe. 


Anſz. 1, No doubt bur ye have good wiſhes to that A», 


purpoſe ; wicked Falaam would faindie the death of the 
Righteous; when people are ſo far enlighrned with 
Principles of Religion as our peopleare, no wonder if 
they deſire to be ſaved. Heaven is better then Hell , 
betcer be happy when they die, then go to Hell to be tor- 
mented in thoſe flames. 2, That they are but withes, ap- 
pears by their negligence, For temporal deliverance 
they will take any pains, be at any coſt, uſe all the Friends 
rhey can make, and never be quiet till they be delivered. 
We ſee what theſe Mariners did, not to periſh; they pray- 
ed, they caſt their Goods ihto the Sea, they rowed hard 
ro bring the ſhip coLand, and ſo do our people now-a« 
days for Temporals : Bur,what diligence do they give to 
make their Calling and Ele&ion ſure ? where is the man 
that works out his Salvation with fear and crembling # how 
few are they that ſer themſelves into a ſerious courfe of 
Religiouſneſs? There needs the moſt pains to be taken, 
but very feware willing take thoſe pains, 
Chriſtians, take moſt pains not to periſh everlaſtingly , 


God hath done much ro that purpoſe, and Chriſt hath Mind firituals 


ſuffered much. Yelſee it in fob» 3. 16. God ſo loved the 
world, that he gav#Bis only begotten Soy, that whoſory r be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlrſting [| fe. 
And ye have the means to believe; namely, the Preaching 
of the word, Rom, 10, 17, Futh comes by bearing z and 
hearing by the word of God, And fb have had rouſing ſum- 


mons in theſe times toawaken ſecurity; winds and ltorms 
G 2 of 


Hſe. 


Parts, 


I, 
Search our the 
cenſe of affli= 


flions. 
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of State atoſe very high, and. ſome Earthquake continue 


to this very day , A marvel we are not periſhed already, 
and by our ſins and ſecurity we deſerved to periſh eter- 
nally : oy there is ſome reſpite granted, and martcers 
- beſo handled: as to eſcape the great ſhip-wrack of 
ouls, 

Oh for care and wiſdom, - that our precious ſouls may 
not be caſt away ! | 

This is the only ſafety that is worth having, commonly 
called Salvation ; And thoſe that mind this as they ought, 
ſhall never be accounted carnal, but ſpiritual, holy, wiſe 
unto Salvation. They are of an heavenly extract, and 
Sone beyond all Naturaliſts, Mariners, and all Nominal 
Chriſtians whatſoever, Jonah ſaved his ſoul, and all his 
Fellow-paſſengers ſaved their Lives, and them only ſo far 
as is revealed, : 


Ver. 7. And they ſaid every one to us Fellow, 
Come and letw caſt lots , that we may 
know for whoſe cauſe this evil 1s come up- 
03 8, 50 they caſt lots, and the lot fel 
upon Jonah. 


Hereofare two parts. 1, The Mariners enquire of the 
cauſe of this great Tempeſt ; /et ws ca't /ots, and they did 
caſt lors, 2. The ſucceſs of their Confultat:on, the /or fell 
«pon Jonah, | 

For the ſormer , we learn of the Mariners, in every 
great afMiiction to ſearch andifind ougtheauſe, that ſo we 
may be humbled and reformed, and the evil oy ceaſe; 
we may te ſure that ſin is the cauſe, and ſo ſhould fall foul 


upon that, And if there be a ſpecial token of Gods d- 
fþleaſure, we ſhould pray with Job , Shew me for what thou 
contendeſt with me, - The Tribes in their quarrel with filthy | 
Ben;amin never thrived, till they faſted ang mourned ”-> 

: ore | 
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fore the Lord, nor ſhall we in like caſes, 

For the lots which theſe Mariners uſed to find the cauſe 
of their diſtreſſe and danger, thus Augrſtine ſaith , A lot 
i ſuch athing as inthe doubts of men dot hſhew the will of Ged : 
Or, A ht © an Ordinance of God, whereby we put that unto 
God which men conld not decide, It is commonly by Divines 
referred to the third Commandement, as part of Gods 
Name which muſt not be 14ken i» vai»r, We know a man 
by his Name, and by a lot we come to know the mind and 
will of God ina matter which wecannot know by our 
ſelves, nor by others, 


45 


What & lot is.) 


Of a lotI deliver theſe particulars, that the nature of the Pyriiculars. 


Ordinance may be the more maniteſt. 

1, The matter of caſting lors muſt be 4 weighty and grave 
mai'tcr ;, which is well worth the finding, and well becom-s 
the Majeſty of the great God to be employed about, not 
inevery triflle, as in drawing of Cuts, So here, a great 
tempeſt was upon the Mariners, and thereby great dan- 
ger; 4 great offence had cauſed ir;they knew not what the 
offence was; they deſired deliverance; life andall was in 
queſtion;and now they go to caſting of lots, not as knows 
ing it to be an Ordinance of God, but only led by the dim 
Light of Nature, which ſuggſted this might be a way to 
find out-the truch , as in the event it proved. Soinan 
Oath, which is the end of Controve: ſie-. | 

2, This weighty matter muſt be ſuch as none but God 
doth know and can determine, and herein differs from an 
Oath, that he who ſwears, knows the thing he affirms or 
denies to be a very truth, and calls God to witneſs of it ; 

ut.in a lot none knows-but G-1d alone, as here,- who a» 
mong them ſhould be the cauſe of this tempeſt ; the Mas 
riners knew nothing of it till rhe lot fell upon Jozab , and 
Jonah muſt tell what he had -done, So in other inſtances 
of Scripture, v. c. about Achanand jonathan, 

3- We read how all the 'deterniyvation of lots is from 
God, Prov. 26. 33. The ot & caſt into the lap; bat 'the _ 
iſp 
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diſpefug thereof i of the Lord, God is not waiting to his 
r 


own Ordinance; but when he is ſought by his people, hE 
will be found of them , this alſo appears by the ſame in- 
ſtances, and other of the like nature. 

4. Weread what is the end of caſting lots, to wit, 
quierly to determine buſineſſes which could not be other- 
wiſe decided without ſtrife of ſeveral parties. Prov, 18.18, 
T he lot cauſeth contentions to ceaſe, and parteth berween the 
mighty , as if it be in deliberation, which of theſe Nobles 
ſhall be ſent Ambaſſadour to., fuch a Prince? which of 
theſe Warriors ſhall be put upon ſuchaskrmiſh, to lead 
on the men? ſandry would have the honour to do the ſer- 
vice ; therefore now comes the lot-and quiets all parties. 

5. There are three ſorts of lots, according to the three- 
fold uſe of them , two of them lawfu), the third unlawfu}, 
wicked, diveliſh, Take heed., andeaſlt lots as Chriſti- 
ans 


I, Sortss Diviſions ,, when Honſes, or Lands, or other 
Goods. are to be divided; between man and man , abour 
which.otherwiſe.contention-would ariſe, ſo Foſha by lot 
divided the Land of Canaan among the Tribes of 1/7 art, 
ſo Merchants ſometimes divide their parcels of Wares, 
and Neighbours divide their Acres of Ground; :Lot- 
Acres, as Salomon ſaid, The lot cauſeth contentions to ceaſe,” 
2+ Sortes Conſultations, when we adviſe together what' is 
fit to be done, but in Concluſion-cannot agree becauſe 
things ſtand in the Equality of Reaſon : Here it is refer- 
red to God by lot, and ſo all parties are contented, $6 
the Church of Fersſalew by lot choſe Matthias to be an 
Apoſtle, A2.1.26, So theſe Mariners by lot would: know 
who brought this great Tempeſt uponithem in their Voy- 
age. Though there might be ſuperſtition in their. doing 
it, yet the thing for ſubſtance was good and lawful. 
3. Sertes Divinations , when wicked men: inquire into 
fortunate andinfort dayes for a journey that is ts be 
taken, or a buſineſs that.is to :be. done, if they draw 4 


white: 
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white fot it will be lucky; if black, unfucky; fo Hama caft 
lots for the deſtruQion of the Jews, and, how croſs the 
lucky dayes fell our to him, appears by the Feaſt of Purim, 
even the þlackeſt dayes that ever Haw: and his Compli- 
ces met withall, | 
Aſinful abuſe of Gads Ordinance; as it isalſo to tarn 
lots into ſports, or to fore-tell things for gain, as do the 
Gipſics, and thoſe that aſcribe the iſſue of lots to For- 


tune, The Geddeſs of Fools ,, whereas indeed the whole di- 7 


ſpoſition- of it is of the Lord , and theſe three caſes evi- 
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Abuſe, 


dently ſhew the truth of the things ſo ordered ; Jonarhay, wys. 


Achan, and Jonah, 

Application of this DoQtrine take thus. 

1. Note and admire the Providence of God, who or- 
dereth theſe moſt fortuitous and contingent things to the 
right, both for truth and equity. Oh whata wonderful 
and glorious Lord God do we ſerve ! how ought we to 
adore his Omnipreſence, Wiſdom, and over-rulin 
Providence | how ſhould we come before him in fear and 
walk humbly with him in all our courſe ! both for depen- 
danceand obedience ! 

2, Ifit be ſo, then incaſting lots the parties intereſſed 
ſhould lift up a prayer, and intreat the Lord in mcrcy eo 
manifeſt his good pleaſure toward them. In no point 
may the Name of God betaken in vain, ſo not. in this, 
And as every creature muſt be ſanRifed by the word and 
prayer, ſo muſt this, Remember, and fearthe judgment 
of God upon them that take his Name in vain, If any ob- 
jeR that the. occaſion and Company will not bear prayer , 
Ll anſwer, at leaſt let there be an Ejaculation. 

-3, Ifitbe ſo, be thankful for any good chat is received 
by lot; looking up to the hand of God who hath caſt it 
upon thee, and not upon another, The whole diſpoſing 
of itwas of the:Lord , cherefore let him bave all che glory. 
It was not Luck and Fortune, but God muſt be acknows» 
ledged ; "Eſpecially when the Lord himſelf is the lor and 

BD, prtion 


Wiſer, 


2. 
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portion of thy ſoul, as David ſaid, Thiw art the lot of mine 
1nber;tance, remember much and often to bleſs ihe Loyd, as 

he did Pad. 16,5,6, ,s, : 
4. | 4  Whenlots croſs a man, ler him learn to be as forab, 
oobie and contented, Say, it is the Lord that hath thug 
1 Sam,3,18. Ciſpoſed of the buſineſs, : « the Lord, ler him do what 
ſeemeh him good, ſhould I deſire anything which the 
Lord ſees not good for me? or, when he hath declared his 
mind, ſhould 1 wriggle, or murmure, or carry my ſelf 0- 
theripile then becomes the Child of God? 1 will nor 

oir, _ 


Come and let w caft Lots, that we may 
know for whoſe cauſe this evil ts come 


Note. It is the Nature of man to think there is ſome great ſin 
Ingreataffl's where they ſee a great judgment of God, Who did ſin, this 
Olons we look yy, or bis Carents, that he was born blind ? And thoſe that 
at great ini. {1 ffered thoſe great Evils, were accounted greater ſinners 
then all the Gailean,cr all that were in Fernſalem,Luke 13,1, 
2, 4. Where Chriſt aſſures us of the contrary, I re# you 
:4y, but except ye repen', ye ſhall all likewiſe perith, v, 5. And 
if theſe Mariners had been asked, whether each of them 
had not deſerved this horrible Tempeſt to die by ir, rhey 
would have ſhrunk at it, and not have confeſſed, And, 
every one would fave one, therefore they pur off the 
danger to others : Otherwiſe there needed no lots to be 
caſt, but every one confeſs his guiltineſs, be humbled, 
reformed, and give ſatisfaction to his god who was of- 
fended. | | 
Kſe.1. Take heed of this ſpice of Nature, and of the Phariſees. 

Talk not of great ſinners and little ſinners, nor cenſure 
them thar ſuffer great Evilsas if they were the preateſt 
Offenders, Poſlibly they may be great Offenders, bur 

; | whar 


hohan g.2. 
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ſhalt gll.periſh ,, whiethet yeeſcape-rhe'« 
| may eſpe retoporally und perth Faaly.” 
| all eſcapethe temporal evil;/better- then Jowah : 
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what is that to thee? Thy rule is, noe ro judgo, that theu by 
m8 judged; and, jidge n»hing before the time , and, who art Mat.9. 1, 


thouthat neg «the ro ergant? and, The greater fin- 1 Cor.4 5. * 
ner the man is, che more he "needs: thy" pity and prayers, 2-14 4: 
not thy cenſute and diſdain, Is, | | 


''2/ Ini common Sager let everyone recon his own 
guiltineſs, and do what lies upon himto do for delivering 


” 
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2, 


his own ſoul:  RememberWho faid, Except ye repent, ye Luke 13.3; 


r, or no; ye 
. Theſe Ma- 
riflers'di | | 
bur without bearcy and fraiful repentance- they eſcaped 
not the erernal vengeance gf.cheir- fits.” Jonah upon his 
rx" oh and amcndment- mighr-eſcape better rhen 
wey We 2 tn LOTS gr 30 WI MET 

y This Example! tells vs; thatthe fin of a*gotly' man 
may henna picrong titer roi - more then the 'fihs' 
of many'others ;s Foto rare bit'of Sod 4 
many that were inthe ſhip. What? the' Chiltof God do 


hi 
ſo and ſo ? what, one that hath received ſo much lighr, ſo 
many Teachings of the JE, ſo many-checks of Con- 
ſcience, {0 many opportiiimties'6f gloritying! God; ind of 
gixing good example to others ? he ro flee trom God, and'! 
retKonings with him. Be bumbledfor whut'is paſt”, 'and 
watch better hereafter. * Vt OO 0 , 


bo 


FH, And the Lot fell-upos otra. 
: a6 {ho 37, XJ !7 4TE.T) SAG HI Gert 5f 


:X 


{ j ba 6 , 
; Wicke#iyer ſometimes 41 chis life are diſcovered, and = MNote. 


brought to their deſervedpuntiſhment.-' God hach means - 
and ways enoughto it , ſometimes by lot , aSthere'to Fo- 


ah, ſomerimes by the 5:r4d of heaven, as the Crants reveal- Eccleſ 10.20, 


ed the murderersof the Poer' [ics ; fometimes by the 
Confeſſon'und'herror!of the gailey (perſons; ſomerinies 
by blood Iffuing afreſh'out 'of a lain body; lomerimes a 

H Friend 
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Reaſon, 1, 


Hſe 1. 


Prev.15 3. 
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Friend bath blabbed forth a bloody buſineſs before he was. 
aware; ſometime a Confederate hath turned Enemy, and 
rold all the truth. Divers ways the Lord hath to bring ro 
light the hidden things of darkneſs ; atfarchek, in the day of 
judgment. Fecleſ, 12.14. 1 Cor.. 4.5. ', :; - 

The Reaſon is. 1,. God is Omnipreſent and Omnilſci- 
ent, and is able to diſcover the greateſt ſecrets , as here, in 
ordering theſe lots; he obſerved every motion of Joxoh, 
to Joppa, and tothe ſhip; yea, the very firſt motion of his 
heart.in departing from ube living God :.. All is naked to 
the eyes of him;wwab whom we. have to do. 2. God makes 
theſe diſcoveries-for his own glory, and for bringing a- 
bout his own moſt holy ends; as bere, he meant to have 
his work doge by Fonb, in the meſſage that was to be de- 
livered at Ninrwe, And he was glorified in the eyes of 
thele Marinexsby this diſcovery of Jexah,. ver. 10. Jonah 
made 


- 


the Lord known to thim, and:ver. 14. they ſaid, Thos 

Lord haſt dane as it pleaſed ther, and ver. 16, The men feared 

tbe Loyd exceedingly ; and pollibly, ſome of them were tru- 
ly Converted. | 

But are lots a lawful way to diſcover MalefaQtors, when 


they are to be puniſhed with Death-for Felony or Trea- 


ſon? ; 


Anf. It were very dangerous*wichout Gods command) 
in this caſe to-put 8ny to-che. caſting of lots: for his life, 
except it be certain that divers well deſerve to dic, but the 
Prince of his grace intends to ſpare ſome, by decimating. 
the Army, or others that have made a Mutiny. 

But if the point in hand ſtand true, it appears vain to ſin 
in hope of ſecrecy ; This induceth ſome to horrible wick- 
edneſſes, The Thief and the Adulterer and other wicked 
ones hate the light as Death ir ſelf, and chuſe Darkneſs 
for ating their Villanies; butallin vain as to God, 
whoſe ec: gre in every place, beho[ding the evil and the good, 
Yea, the Hypocrifie of idle Profeſſors is fully diſcerned by 
hims and in this life. ſometimes. they are uncaſed for 

| Hypo- 
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Hypocrites as they ever were, falling into ſome ſcand;z- 
laus courſe, or from the main truths ofthe Goſpel. But 


at the laſt day all ſecrets will be fully : diſcover 
| dig deep vnto Hell to hide their 


niſhed ; Though ithey 


counſels and eſcape the hand of ma 


- they ſhall noteſcape, 


and pu- 


n, yet the hand of God 


Be wiſe then, and never go about to cover ſin in an un- 
due way and manner, Mark two things. xz, Wo to them Awayte bide 
that cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit, that they may 
adde fin to ſin ,, namely, by denying what they have done, 
by excuſing, defending, or purtihg it'off to others, or b 
cloſe conveyance , ſo did Adam in the 'Thicket, and wit 
his Fig-leaves : Adeteſtableſin, as Fob 31,33, If I cove- 
_ red my trarſgreſſien a Adamy by hiding my iniquity in my bo- 

ſore. 2. Bleſſed 46 the man whoſe ſins covered, —_ by 
juſtification, under the mantle of Chrifts Righteouſneſs, 


when a ſoul takes warning and flees unto him for ſhelter, 


and ſo the evil paſſeth away ; $0 


egodly is ſaid to bids 


bimſelf fromthe Plagye he fore-ſees, namely under the 


wings of the Almi 
Pſal.g1. 1, and Prov.32.3, 


ty, not from God,-but with God, 


3? 


Hſe 2, | 


ſin. 


Eſa 30.1. 


Plal.32 6 
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'., Ver, 8. 9, 10, Then ſaid they unto him, Tell 
' #: ' wwe pray thee, for whoſe cauſe this exil - 
is upon; what is thine Occupation 7 
and whence comeſt thous what ti thy Coun- 
try? and of what people art thou 2 
And he ſaid unto them, Iam an Hebrew, and 
1 fear the Lord the God of Heaven , 
which: hath made the Sea and the dry 
Land, ot, $A 
Then were the men exceedingly afraid , and 
faid unto htm, Why haſt thou done this 2 
for the men knew that he had fled from 
the preſence of the Lord, becauſe he had 
told them. , 7 a Be : 


5 7 Y 


Parts, In theſe three Verſes we have three things to be confi- 
| dered and improved. 1. The humanity of theſe Mari- 
ners toward guilty Jonab, ver. 8. 2. The Confeſtion of 
Fonah upon the examination of the Mariners, ver, g. 
3. The Mariners reverent reſpe& of God, and chiding of 
Jonab, ver, 10. | 
"A For the firſt of thefe, though the Mariners ſaw Jo-ah 
was taken tardy by a token from God himſelf, yet they 
do not rafhly fall foul upon him, to rail athim, or throw 
him overboard as ſome now-a-days would do , but firſt 
they queſtion him in many things, that they may find our 
the truth to the bottom , and ſo proceed judiciouſly in 
what is to be done, as the God of Heaven ſhall will, and 
declare to be his mind. 
Mor Hearken, Chriſtians, and learn — of theſe Hea- 
th of.  thens. Benotraſh and head-long toward any whom ye 


; = Sar conceive to be offenders; Though ye think ye have rea- 
= - : ſon 
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ſon on your ſide, yet take heed and queſtion the matter a 
little farther, ConjeRures and probabilities there be, 
and it is very likely chere is a fault made ; but cqnjeRures 
are uncertain, and ſomecimes deceive; and though a 
thing be likely to be true, yer it may prove otherwiſe ; If 
it be true, it is well'done to enquire and find out the whole 
trvch : 1t taiſe, we avoid he hn and danger of raſh judg- 
ment , namely, to be judged ofthe Lord. However, de- 
liberation will do well, 

W hich ſerves, greatly to reprove thoſe that are raſh in 
puniſhing, or in paſling their Verdi& upon perſons ac- 
cuſed, either throughan haſty ſpirir, which Sa/amon faich 
exalterh folly, or through intemperate zeal which exceeds 
the bounds of diſcretion, Zealous we ought to be, and ir 
is good to be alway zealouſly affeFed , bur firit be ſure it be in 
agoat matter, Gal. 4, 18, And offenders onght to be repro- 
ved or toy crumy $5mehed op ro the merit of their cauſe; 
bur firſt be-ſure both of the faR,and of the manner of do- 
ing, and in what degree of wickednely the offence ſtandeth, 
40nab ſhall be puniſhed ſufficiently, but firſt he ſhall be 
queſtioned in _ things ; what, who, whence, what 
occupation; and of what-Country ? [And we all know 
how 'paſlion is apt to exceed the'meaſate of Reaſon and 
Equity,/!7 1 fs on WRTS TS | 

ioapot raſh and harſh Chriſtians, who in their ſuſpi- 
cions, or upon odd informations, ſhew no moderation to 
accuſed Brerhren, but break out fuddainly both to con- 
demnand execute all ina- fury, and not only Brethren, 
but Strangers who ſhould be more pitigd. In ſome there 
is an enmicy'to Forraigners, and if they offend them ne- 
verſo little, they uſe them Rigorouſly, 'Unjuſtly, Tyran- 
nically, Yet theſe Mariners uſed Fo:«h eonrteouſly and 
gently. though unknown to every of them, and now de- 
ſigned by God as guilty unto puniſhment. A ſhame to 
Z violent and unreafonable Chriſtians, who profeſs acquain- 
7 - tance with God. 
If But 
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Hſe, 
Reproof to the 
Yi þ, or barſb. 


Eſpecially te- 
waid ſtrangers. 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 


$4 
Moſtly where But the greateſt ſin is to be raſh and violent in the 
the life is matter of Life and Death, Judges, Jury-men, Witneſſes, 
 guflim'1, "Offices of every ſort, ſhould be yery tender in this caſe, 
and'not ruſh head-Jong; toward a ' Arc Conſider the 
matter, conſult and g've ſentence, Tudg. I9, 30, conſider of it, 
zake advice, and ſheak your mind; when God was going to 
deſtroy So4om, he told Abraham he would firit go down, 
and ſee, whether they had done altogether according to 
the cry of their ſins, Now be followers of God as dear Chil- 
dren, Gick the Apoſtle , as otherwiſe, ſo in this. 

E or the ſecond, I obſerve a two-fpld confeſſjon that Fo- 
ah makes. 1, Ofhis Faith, wer. 9, 1 am an Hebrew, and 
fear the Lord the God of beaven, 2. Ot his Fault, ver 10, 
He told them how be had fled from the preſence of the Lord, 

2, For the Confeſſion of Faith which Jonah makes, it is like 
that of Paul inthe like danger of ſhip-wrack, Att. 27, 23. 
Thus night tbere food by mee the Angel of Gold, whoſe ] aw, «ud 
whom [ ſerve, The Note $0 be obſeryedis this: It is the 
property of agood heart, to own God however, .. 

Note 1. inthe midſt of all his guilcineſs, chough he hath ſin- 
Own Gra Tedgreatly, as here Jonah, he had not carried. himſelf as 
bowever things One that feared the God of Heaven ; butthe contray, and 
go. now he might well be aſhamed to ſay he feared the Gan of 

| heaven. | But a believing heart knows no ſin breaks off the 
relation berween. him and his 'God;;: Though ,it make a 

pear aſh , yet thewound is not mortal, and all che 

reach will ſhortly be made up apain, as berween Gad 


G-9.18. 11, 
Eph 5. 1. 


and Jonah. Renewing of Repentance makes all well a- | 
£410. T9701 | , 
2. In the viſible tokens of Gods diſpleaſure for ſin; 


which at this time lay heavy ypon Jor«b, and upon Hemar, 
#ſal,$8.1, A Belicver hath got his Leſſon by heart, chat 
in wrath the Lordremembers mercy, and:that his anger us but 
as the watersof Noah, ſoon paſſing away,. E/#, 54. 7,8, 9. 


H ab. 3.2. 


And he concludes, here:isa dark hour, þut the Sun will | 
break forth again; Sorrow may endnre for amght, but joy | 


cometh 


mo. A, im ay ww ce Www? :-* moans 
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c:1m?th in the morning , why ? becauſe of the Covenant and 
Promiſes made to-Believers, and will hold at the low- 
eſt, | | 

3. In grievqus Scourges which'the hand of God hath 
laid upon him ,” as here, this deſtroying Tempeſt upon 
J-nab; whoſe (tiff and diſobedient ſpiritwas 'hereby bro- 
ken, that now he began to relent, and yield co his great 
Malter. And this is the fruit of Gods fatherly chaitiſe- 
ment to the fajrhtul, :Far rhey-learn bu ftarmies 3 and when 
they are correRed, they are 1ntrafted out of bu Law, Pfal, 
94.12. This #allthe fidir, Eſa, 27, 9, Jorah now will 
go and do his Errand. ' But this is wanting in the wicked, 
{till tubborn, 

4, Among a Company of wicked men, it may be ene- 
mies of God and Re}igion. Jo»ab here is amidft a number 
of Infidels, and fee whar a profefſion he'makes of bis faich, 
the true Got is avowed, and they led tothe acknowledge- 
ment of him, and afterward they offer ſacrifice to him. 
This alſo is our duty, Give a reaſon of the hope that i in 
thee, wirneſs a good Confeſſion. And this among other 
Articles, I believe in the God of Heaven that made the Sea 
and dry Land. 

Remember , Chriſtians , 'and own God openly and a» ſe. 
oainſt all Uiſcouragements, or amidſtall rokens of wrath , 
tar bim, as Jonah here profeſſerh, and remember what are 
the effeRs of fearing God; and thac fear is put for the 
whole worſhip of God, Mal. 3.16. they that frar:d the Lord 
(þake often one to another, which may well be, becauſe no 
part of his worſhip may be void of an holy fear and reve- p, , , 
rence toward the God of Heaven ; ſerve the Lord with fear, ye! .11 : 3: 
and rejoyce with trembling, ſerve him acceptably with re- 
erence and goily fear, pray with an awful regard of his 
great Majeſty, trewble at his word, And all maſt work out Phil,2, 12.! 
thir ſalvation with fear and trembling, 

Now from Jo-abs Confeſfion of his fault before the Ma- 
riners, welearn,It muſt be the humility and modeſty of 
Chri- 


ITim,s.1 8,13 


I Per.y.15. © 
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Conſe's fau'us Comma | 
one 10 enothirs aud pray one for another, Not only confeſs to Godas in the 


groe not men their treſpaſſes , neu 
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Note, Cniony, to confeſs their faults one to another , ſo is the 


ment, Jam, F. 16. confeſ s you yeV's one to another R 


ſerious exerciſes.of Repentance, bur comen whom ic con- 
cerns.to know what evilwe bave done, as here, it beho- 
ved'ſorab to decfaze what fault he: had commicted, which 
cauſed this Tempeſt , God hath pointed him our for a 
MalefaRor, and he muſt acknowledge wherein. 

_ So this Confeſi»n muſt be twofold, _ 

. 1. Publick ifche offence hath been publick and ſcanda- 
lous; when the whole Congregation hath been offended, 
the whole Congregation mult receive ſatifaRtion , namely, 


 byanopen teſtifying of ſhame and ſorrow : So the ince- 


{tuous ( 0rinthian bad puniſhment inflicted on him by ma- 
ny, 2 Cer. 2.6. ſo ſhould our ſcandalous members be. 
ſerved, that by the ſhame they may be broughr. to repen- 
rance,and cher ſouls ſaved, that the Venom of the bad 
example may be ſtopt, and go no farther , chat the mouths 
of Idolaters may be ſtopt, and they noc occaſioned to 
blaſpheme; char others may fear, and not do the like, that 
the Plaiſter may be as wide gs the wound; that the love of 
the Congregation may be gained to the offendor, and- 
their prayers, and a Brotherly converſe together. | 
2. Privete ifthe offence hath been private, Itſhall ſuf- 
fice in ſucha caſe that the parcy offending acknowledge 
the fault he hath made, and the party offended oughc to 
accept of his confeſſion, Luke 17. 3,4. Take heea to your 
ſelves, if thy Exrother treſpaſs aca nſt thee, rebuke him, if he re» 
pent, forgive him, And if he treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven times 
in 4 day, and ſeventimes in 4 day come again tathee ſaying 
repent, thou ſhalt forgive hiz1, S011 the fift Petition of the 
Lords Prayer, Forgive w 4s we forgive, and our Saviours 
Expoſition, Matr,6. 14, I5. If ye forgive men their tyeſ - 
paſſes, your heavenly Father will p 0 forgive you , but if Je for- 
| | er will your Father Jorgive 
Jont treſpaſſes, | | 
| 0bjeft, 
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Objeft. Tt werea ſhame to come to Confeſſion, Anſw, 
1, It isa Duty. 2. There is a Propheſie, that Converts in 
the New Teſtament ſhould be a/hamed and: confounded for 
their five, Ezek, 16.61, and 20.43. 3: This propheſie is 
tu'filled in Kow. 6. 21, What frmit hal ye in thoſe things where 
of ye arenowaſhimed? 4. There ought to be that cel 
and modeſty in true Chriſtians, as to take their ſhame and 
blame home to them, ſaying, To av: helongs nothing bue PaR9+7.. 
ſham: and confuſion of face. $, We have an example of Gods 
own. directing of Delinquents to Confeſſion before: the 
party offended, J»-b 42.7, 8,5, Jobs friends had gone 
awry in rebuking him, and therefore they mult go and 
humble themſelves before him, gain his prayers for them, 
and ſo be fully reconciled to God and him. ; 

Hear, Chriſtians, and learn. of Joz«h to confeſs your Hſe, 
faulcs one.to another; Though ic be againſt the Haire, 
and againft thy Credit, yet be contented, Go in Gods 
way, and that 1s the courſe to ſet all ar rights, as here Jo-+ 
»ab , though for a while caſt into the Sea, yer atter a while 
he recovered wellenough, Numbers learn by the failings 
of godly men, to offend and goaltray as they did, bur 
learn thou to confeſs, and mourn, and amend as they-did, 
there they are ſet for an example, and notin the other : 

T hat we ſhoul1 not luſt afrer exil things, as they Iuſted, 1 Cor, Non Cadendi 
10 6. And: that we ſhould take off the offence that hath ***P/#mEc- 
been given to Children, Servants, Neighbours , Mini- 

ſets. ; 

It was arareexample of the worthy Knight, in prayers *'* 4: Cope. 
with che Family to confeſs his own perſonal fins and fail- 
ings. A matter of ſhame, but withall may work much 
upon the hearers to be like-minded, and follow the good 
example, every one in his own private Devotions, 

For thethird , T hen were they exceedingly atrasl. They 
were afraid betore becauſe of the Tempeit , and of their 
danger thereby, bur now they fear none, becauſe they 
know more fuliy how the caſe ſtandeth ; they know the 

[ true 
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Note, 


ments. 


Uſe. 


Dan 5.59, 


C.4, 37" 
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true God diſtinaly , they know him the cauſe of this 
rempeſt and danger; they ſee an offender diſcoveredin an 
extraordinary manner ; they ſee he is a juſt God, and 
bears not with ſin in his own ſervant, and will ſee more of 
him ſhortly, when he ſends a calm at Jozaks caſting forth, 
and they eſcape through his mercy. 

The more diſcoveries we have of Ged in his Mercy and 
Stand in ewe Juſtice, the more we ſhould be ſtricken with fear toward 
of Gods judg » him, fear to offend him, care to pleaſe him, be the berter 
for his tempeſts and terrible works among us, and by his 
cords of Love and Bounty be held the cloſer to him in Du- 
ty, Jeb 37 23,24 Touching the Almighty, we cannot find 
bim out, he # excellent 11 power, and un judgment, and '” plenty 
of juſtice 5 he will not affitt. Men do therefore fear him, /e 
reſpetteth not any that are wiſe of heart, ſec alſo Jer, 5.21,22, 


23, 24- 


Then worſe then Barbarians are thoſe Chriſtians, who 
in all the terrible ſtorms and ſhakings of the times live ſe- 
curely and fear notliing, God, nor Hell, nor Curſe of 
the 1 aw, nor Peſtilence, nor any of the Judgments which 
befall others, and may befall them they know not how 


ſoon. 


Such ſhould conſider, that as ſtout men as the 


have feared exceedingly in ſeeing the tearful ſigns of Gods 
diſpleaſure for fin, witneſs theſe Mariners, ſtout and ſtur- 
dy men as thar kind uſeth to be, but in this gr'at Tempeſt 
ye ſee how they buckle; and ye read in Danie/, How ar the 
{fght of the hand writing Belſhazzars counter. ance was Changed, 
and his thought: troublod him ,, ſo that the joynts of his loyns 
were looſed, and his hrecs [mote one againſt another. And all the 
Sons of Pride the Lord knows to abaſe, 

Conſider, as ſtout as thouart, upon a great fit of ſick- 
neſs or ſome other ſtinging croſs, thou mayelt be brought 
co fear exceedirvgly in ſpite of thy heart, as Faſpur 1n Cap- 
tivity, Jer. 20 4, He became a terror to himſelf and to all his 


Friends ; 


ſtocks, 


even he that was ſo luſty, to put Jerez) into the 
An hard-hearted finner thouart, but haſt not 
the 
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the trength of Steel, or of Scones. Beware, when Con- 
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ſcience once awakes, and fin is ſet n order before thee, all Pal, $6.21, 


thy hardineſs will prove but as Stubble when it is put to 
the Fire, | 

And think of the terrors of the day of Judgment, a day 
of darkneſs, and of gloomineſs, when men ſhall be at their 
wits ends, eventhe greateſt of finners, Rev, 6, 16, Better 
to take thy part of fear here, where it may be improved 
to Converſion, Hereatcer there will be nothing bur tor- 
meat in thy fear, as 1 John 4. 18. fear bath torment, Then 
comes the great miſchief which never was feared, but now 
ſhall be felc for ever and ever, 

Laſtly, for theſe mens chiding of Jonah, Why haft thou 
done this ? and before wer, 6. Wha: mean:/t thou, O ſleeper > 
ariſe, and ca! upon thy God, Moſt juſtly do they fall under 
the laſhes of mens tongues, who ſlip cheir necks from the 
obedience they owe to God, Nor. only Miniſters fall 
foul upon them, hut rude and barbarous men, Jeerers., 
Mockers, Slanderers, injurious men, wrongly perhaps . 
but it is juſt with God whoſe yoke formerly by you was 
rejeRed. If ye had kept in with him bercer, ye might ber- 
ter have eſcaped their Viperous and baſe tongues, Ye 
wonder at mens unreaſonableneſs, but look upward, and 
there ye will find fome juſt occaſion given , whobad Shimei 


to Curſe ? 


Note. 


JO 


Parts, 


I, 
Conſylt with 
God,end the 
godly 


What made 
tbeſe men (0 
gentle. 

J, 
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Ver. 11. 12. Then ſaid they unto him, What 
ſha!l we do unto thee, that the Sea may be 
calm unto w ? (for the Sea nrouht and 
was Tempeſtuow.) And he ſaid unto 
them, Take me up and caſt me forth i11to 
the Sea; .ſo ſhall the Sea be calm unto 


you ; for I know, that for my ſake this 
great Tempeſt ts Upon you. 


Two things here meet us, 7. How the Mariners adviſe 
with Jonah, what is to be done in this extremicy, wer. 11, 
2. Whatcourſe fon«h adviſeth rhem.co take for ayoiding 
the danger, ver. 12, He gives faithful counſel, though ic 
be againſt himſelf as we alſo ought to do. 

For the former of theſe; The Mariners had conſulted 
with God before, inquiring bis mind by caſting of lots , 
and now they conſulc with jo»4b, whom they perceive 
to be the ſervant of God, chough at this time a bad ſer- 
vant; wonderful pity and charity, and diſcretion in borh ! 
Oh for care and Conſcience in Chriſtians, to take up this 
example of honeſt heathens ! 

But whence this their gentleneſs in treating with Je- 
rah? Anſw. 

1. No queſtion but it was of Gods over-awing and 
over-ruling their ſpirits, that they ſhould not miſchief 
no hurt his ſervant f-nah. He that reſtrained Eſau and 
Laban from ſpeaking or doing evil co Jacob, did refrain 


-theſe men allo, Moral VYertues are of Gods implanting 


in the heart Prudence , Meekneſs, Quietneſs rot 
ſpirit, judiciouſneſs in proceedings, and, even fierce ſpi- 
rits ule to be tamed by ſtorms and other tideous worke of 


God, 
2. They 
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2. They take natice of the God of the Hebrews, who 
had made himſelf of a long time famous in all thote ad- 
joyning Countries , how he is now purſuing his tugicive 
ſervant, and doh nor ſpare him, burſend wind and tem- 
peſt afcer him, It is cime to be moved wich fear , and 


rake a wiſe courle for eſcaping his wrath, Noh moved Hb li, 


with fear, prepared an Ark tor ſaving himfelf and his Fa- 
mily.% 

3. As they were moved wich Revererice toward the 
Malter, ſo with ſome Reverence toward the Servant, who 
had told them the plain crutch , how he was a Prophec and 
mir.iſtred unto the Lord, but at this time had baſely de- 
clined the ſervice impoſed, fo in Ger, co 7. Avrimelech 
mult reſtores Ab» ah..m his Wife, why 2? For he w @ Prophet, 
and ke jhall pr ay for thee, ReſpeR is to be had to every one 
according to his Placeand Degree, molt tv Gods Mcl- 
ſengers, 

Note hence, with what Genctleneſs and Humanicy we 
ought co treat wich our Chriitian Brechren, even when 
they acknowledge themſelves offen.'ers., as chete wich 
Jonah, Tuwns 3,2, ſpeak evil of no man, no brawler, hui gen |: 
ſheaing all meckneſs unto allen, 2 ' 111, 2, 24, 1 h: ſervan 
of the Lord muſt not Strive, but be gentle: uwn'o al men, not 
only to the good and kind, butto the froward and taul- 
ry. 
I, Thar in the quietneſs of our ſpirits we may the berter 
find out the way wherein God would have us co g0, which 
1s not diſcerned in Paſlion , He that & of an 9.15t; ſtirie ex- 
al:eth titl\, and, He uw as a City without Walls ani Gater, 

2. Thatadue mean may be obſerved in the puniſhment 
that is co. be inflicted. We ought nor co flv 'upon offten- 
ders rafhly and iuriouſly, bur wich deliberation,and 1: may 
be with prayer that we may be moderate, arid chac rhe 
puniſhment may be ſan&thed. 

3. The Deii1quents bave precious and 'mmorcal fouls 
which ſhould be cenderly regarded, initructed, wrouglt 

| LO 


6! 
2, 


3. 


Note. 
Treat 6#4 ly 
with off n.ters 


Reaſon, 1, 


HKjel, 
Put on genilte 
Ne, S 


So/, 


to Repentance,fitted to receive the intended puniſhment; 
and fo ſaved , not dic before they be fir codie if it be poſs 
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ible. 

Oh the price of touls, not to be redeemed bug by the 
blood of Jeſus Chriit ! | 

Now be perſwaded to this Humanity and Gentleneſs, 
A man may learn good of any whoever they be. of the 
Crane and Swallow, to know and improve the ſeaſons of 
grace, of the Mariners, not to be raſh or harſh to offen- 
ders ; yea, of the Devil himſelf, who beſtirs him che more 
wank » he hath but a ſhort time, and he trembles at the 
judgment to come, which ſundry of ours do not. 

Say ſome, This man deſerves exemplary puniſhment , 
it is a plain caſe, there is no doubt to be made. To whom 
I anſwer, Jonahs caſe was plain enough, nor only by the 
rokens of Gods wrath, but by his own confeſſion; he told 
them how he had fled from the preſence of the Lord, and 
he had deſerved the worſt puniſhment that could be in- 
flicted ; to be thrown overboard, or to have. his brains 
beat out with a Batc, Bur it will be far more fa'r and clear, 
proceeding, when himſelf ſhall preſently pronounce the 
ſentence, Takg me, avd caſt me forth into the Sea, 

Others may ſay, Theſe are Rake-hells, not awhit like 
unto the good man Jonah, he was a Propnet, and worthy 
of all reſpe&; but theſe &c! To whom I ſay, 

1, Jonab at this time might ſeem ro theſe Infidels to be 
as very a Rake-hellas any went upon the ground. What 
knew they whether he were a Prophet, or no? or what 
was a Prophet to them ? A grievous ſinner he was , even 
by his own confeſſion. 

2, The worſe any Delinquent is, the more tenderly he 
ought to be handled, piried, inſtructed, beſought with 
rears, prayed for , that he may not deſperately caſt away 
his ſoul; but when he loſeth a natural Life, he may find an 
Eternal, 

A great fin therefore it is, and heavily to be ——_ 

at 
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that Chriſtians are grown ſo harſh toward fauley rſons, He 2, 
whether Children, Servants, or others, Some there be 
that coſs, and fling, and pull and lay about them like Beds 
lams in their fury, and it ic were not for the Gallows, 
would lay them dead in the place, Did theſe Mariners ſo 
to J9na»? ordorh God ſ5 deal by thee ? or if Chriſt had 
been no more meek and patient, where had thy ſalvation 
layen ? Remember che Apoſtles obreitation, 2 Co, 10 1. 
[ beſeech you by the meelen ſs and gentleneſs of ( briit , and 
remember Chriſts invitation to be like-minded, far, 11. 
29. lear of me, for [ am meek and lowly of heart, and je ſhall 
find reſt ro your ſoulr, 
Only one caution; we mult not ſo be meek and gentle, Cautiny, 
as altogether to neglect che puniſhing of offending Bre- Sobe gentle, as 
thren Magiſtrates þ-ar nor the Sword in wan, and Hou- 9 uſe due ſeve- 
ſholders have Authority given chem over naughty Chil- ''9* 
dren and Servants, not only to chide and reprove them, 
bur inflict corporal puniſhment upon them. It was El es 
fin and down-tall, that he re/traired nor bis wile Sons, and 
the overthrow of La:/h, that there was no Officer to make 
them aſhamed. 
On the other fide, the execution of judgment bath ap- 
peaſed the wrath of God, as we ſee in the example of Phi- 
nes ,, and of caſting J-nab into the: Sea, with clipſe ex- 
amples, /ſr e/could not ſtand before the men of A: till J-\ 5.12. 
Achan was ſtoned to death; The Famine ceaſed not ti!{ 2 Sam. 21. 1, 
the bloody houſe of Yau! was puniſhed tor (laying the G;- 
beonites ; And becauſe Ahab let go a man worthy ro die, _ 
his life mult go for his life, Evecare judgment in the pace, 
an1l will let you dwell in this place, we fare the better be- 
cauſe ſome juſtice is done upon offenders, and ſhould fare 
better, if more were done 
For the latter, Ver. 1 2.7 ake me,and caſt me forthin to the 2 
Sea. ; : | H w Jonzh 
Underſtand chis arig*t ; J-nab ſpeaks not this as a de- 04d te c4it 
ſperate man who regards not bis lite, or cares not what i'0 the Sea. 
becomes 
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becomes of him , much leſs, as one that chuſeth death ra- 

ther then life, or one that would countenarice ihe horr ble 

fin of ſelf murder, expreſly torbidder. in che Commande- 

ment, '/ how ſhal: not ky!! ,, but thus, ſeei-g Gods Huy and 

Cryatter him by a ſtorm; and deſigning ot him to puniſh- 

ment by lot, he begins now to appear in his own c. loursz 

a godly and a worthy man, and one. that truly repents of 
his great ſin in flying to Tarſw, and reiiquiſhing tis Lords 

work ; with two graces that now pur themſelves forth, 

1, He is.an Exampie of- Charity to our Neig|:bour, 
Rather chen thoſe in the ſhip ſhould periſh tor his ſake, be 
is contented to loſe his own life as-he had deferved. He. 
was but cne, and they many; and why ſhould many be 
caſt away ſor one mans fault ? Only he will not deſperate- 
ly leap into the Sea, bur let them caſt him forth , and he 
will be contented, Ca# me forth, namely as a ſacrifice to 
God which ſhall redeem the lives of you all.. 

2,He is an example of patience in undergoing the puniſh- 
ment which his fin had deſerved. He ſees that he is found 
out by God, and that all che Company takes notice of him 
4s a grand Delinquent, who deſerves the ſevereſt puniſh. 
ment :- Thereore quietly and patiently he ſubmitrs to the 
execution of the Sentence, which the Lord by lot hath paſt 
on him, Learn Chriſtians, in all tokens of Gods dif, plea- 
ſure patiently to abide his will; ſo did David, P[u), 30,9. 
] was dumb, and xot opened my mouth, becauſe thou diajſt it . 
and Chriſt when his hour was come, was as a ſheep before 
the ſhearer, not opening his mouth, 

Bur I obſerve more in this voice of Jonah , Caſt me forth; 
Mechinks he now begins to be an evident Type and Figure 
of Chriſt, as Chriſt | 1mſelſ gives the Parallel, ſar. 12, 3 9, 
40. As fouah bogs delivered himſelt co death for 
ſaving the Mariners and Paſſengers from drowning , ſo 
Chrilt of his own accord gave himſelf tothe deach for ſa- 
ving the ſouis of ſinners whole perſons and 'cauſes he had 
undertaken. / lay down my life for the ſheep, no man taketh it 
away but 1 lay it d?:n of my ſelf, Joh,10.18. Accor-. 
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Accordingly he went forth when cafe to a: 
; raps Ms +. 18. 4, df, 6,7. and bobs Avis 
n is defence to ftrike with the ſword, ver. 11, More, we 
} read of an earneſt deſire to eat the laſt Paſſeover with 
his Diſciples, Luke 22. 15. More, howamlI ſtraightned 
4 . eill this my ſuffering be accompl ſhed ? c. 12. 50, More, 
$ he delighted to ſuffer the good pleaſure of his Father , 
Fſal. 40,8, with Heb,10,5,6,7. : 
, Only he put not himſelf unto Death, but yielded Yer by the band 
himſelf into the hands of others todoit; as here, Fo- of men 
- »«b into the hand of the Mariners. And this was done 
ED by the determinate connſel of his Father, AF, 2. 23. and 
4 4, 27, 28, So the Paſlion of Chrilt was every way « 
: free-will offering , and thereby acceptable to God, and 
| accepted in behalf of others whom he meant to redeem ; 
for their ſake he ſanRified himſelf, that is, freely ſet 
bimfelf apart to work out their Redemption ; as Samp- 
ſen to deliver Iſrael from the Phils/t ines, 
| Which yields inſtrution unto thankfulneſs, that we A/c. 
- magnifie Jeſus Chriſt who thus freely offered himſelf egn:f: 
| to the death, that we might live by him. We are the £#if in bfe 
: Paſſengers who have eſcaped che ſhipwrack of our and dead. , 
| ſouls , and Chriſt is the only One, by whom we have 
| eſcaped: Meditate and ftrive to be really thankful. And 
take theſe Motives : 
1, A greater then Jonabis here , a glorious Perſon 
who is God as well as man, of an infinite'worth muſt 
ſuch a Perſon needs be; and by the infinice worth of the 
Perſon there is an infinite worth in bis ſufferings. 
Chriſt is as much above Jovab in value and Dignity, as 
Fora" was above the meaneſt Skipper, Such a Saviour 
and Redeemer we needed, and found, and could find 
in none but Chriſt : Not all the Angels of Heaven, nor 
men on Earth, that could have ſaved us from this ſhip- 
wrack. 
2. Conſider throughly the greatneſs of the ſtorm, 
K which 
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which thy fin had raiſed againſt thee, not a Tewpeſt of 
wind and ſea, but of the infinice and everlaſting wrath 
of the great God, Who knows the power of his wrath 7 
None but Chriſt,and the damned, and ſouls in deſerti- 
on, Now the greater our danger is, and rightly ap- 
prehended, the more we hold our ſelves bound tg 
thankfulneſs , but rightly apprehended ir cannot be 
without deep and earneſt Meditation, Think a little 
in what a wofulcaſetheſe Mariners were during the 
Tempeſt; then compare the infinite waath of the great 
God, which burns to the nethermoſt hell, and all b 
reaſon of thoſe pleaſant and profitable ſins chou ſo mack 
doateſt upon. | 

2. C onſider the-ſweet and comfortable calm which 
Jeſus Chriſt hath brought by his ſuffering , even all the 
benefits of: juſtification by faith, Row. 5.1, 2, 3, 4,5 ſin 
pardoned, perſon accepted, ſoul ſaved, prayer heard, 
afMiQion ſanciſied, & every mercy received in merey, 
And now. Satan is diſappointed and diſabled, in the 
main: Pofſibly he may raiſe great tempeſts againſt the 
Saints; that is, perſecutions ſmaller or greater, as a- 
Sainſt Job and his Children, and Cattel, but in the poinc 
of ſalvation be can do us no hurt at all, yea, all ſhall 
fall out for good in the end, chap. 8.28. 

Chriſtians, ſtir up your ſelves tq a due thankfufneſ-. 
we may hear ſhortly how.cheſe Mariners upon delive- 
rance offexed a ſacrifice unto the Lord, aud made vows, 
ver. 16. If they for a temporal, what ſhould .we. for a 
ſpiritual and eternal deliverance? As the mercy is grea- 
cer, ſo muſt the chankfulneſs be. 

1. We ſhould offer our ſacrifice to.the: Lord, even 
ſpiritual ſacrifice, acceptable to God by Jeſwa Chrift, 1 Per. 
2.5, 1 mean praiſe and thankſgiving; alms, works of 
Righreoulach in our common Calling, prayer, all holy 
ſervices of Religion, and ſuffering it we be called 
thereumo, as.Ph11, 2.17, If I bs offered upon the = 
Criitice 
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<&Fc oppor of your faich, I joy, and rejoice with 
ou 21, ; | 

: 2. Weſhould yi4le vows, and pay th:ys to the Lord our. 
God, Pſal. 76. 11. and do it withoug any, farther delay, - 
Ecce..$.;4. When thou yveweſt « vow unta God, defer not 
ro pay it, Eſpecially the vows that-were made in af- 
fiction, fſal, 66. 13, 14, 1 will pay thee my vow, which 
my lips have mitered, and my month had ſpoken whey [ was in 
trouble, Moſt of all,choſe that were made.in affliction. of,, 
ſpirit, in converſion, or afterward 'in going to a. Sacra-,., 
ment, Pſ«/. 116: 13,14, [ will. pay my vans, unto the. 
Lord, now, in the preſence of all his people, | 


Yer 13+« 14 . 


Nevertheleſ s , the men rowed hard to 
- ' bring it to the Land, but they could 
not ; for the Sea wrought , and was 
tempeſiuom agatuſt them. | 
Wherefore they cryed unto the Lord, and 
ſaid, We beſeech thee, © Lord, we 
beſeech thee, Let us not perſp_ for 
this mans life, and lay not uponu 1n- 
nocent blood ; for thou, Lord, haſt 
done 45 it pleaſed thee, 


Though Joueh had deſired them to caſt him into the 
ſea, and all ſhould be well; yer ſee how loving and 
render-hearted the menare to ſpare his life. Never- 
thel:ſ«, the men rowed hard, they digged the ſea, ſaith che 
Hebrew 3 they took as hard pains as he that goes to 
ditching and delving : A wonderful matter in Seamer, 
and+ thoſe heathens , - but he that gave Jeſeph favour un 
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the fight of Potipher, and the Keeper of che priſon, ray 
Tonab favour in the fight of theſe Mariners, that though 
he ſaid, Caſt me forth into the ſea, yet they rowed hard to- 
bring the ſhip to dry latid. | | 

e example teacheth us, as far as we can poſſibly to 
ſpare the life of 6ur Neighbour life is a precious thing, 
better then all a man hath beſide ; Skin for 1&1, and all 
that a man hath, he will give for his life 3, it ought therefore 
to be preſerved andcherifhed to the uttermoſt 3 and if 
wecan'do any thing thereutto, we are bound in con- 
ſcience to doit. 'He that ſaid, 7 how ſhalt net kill, meanc 
moreover we ſhould prolong life to the beſt of our skill 
and power, 

Remember, Chriſtians, and. take example by theſe 
heathen Mariners; together wich grounds of Chriſtia- 
nity, to ſave the life of any, inany of. your relations, 
ar within any compaſs of your. Calling. The Sen of | 
man cams not t» deſtr oy, but to ſave life, and ſo ſhould we. 
The Lord by bis oos providence preſerves both man 
and beaft, and ſo ſhould we. And, a good man is mer- 
Yo t9 the life of bu beaſt, much more.to his Bro- 
tier, 

Whet is it then? thy Brother, or Friend, or Child is 
in danger ofhis life. 1, Learn of theſe Mariners to take 

ains for ſaving him, run, ride, ſend, call in help, uſe 
riends, do all that may be done to keep him alive, By 
uſing means we have ſcenthoſe to live, whem we 
thoughr very likely to die. 

2, Ifthere be a plot againſt the life of any, diſcover 
and preyent the miſchief, as 'did Pax/s Siſters Son , 
AF. 23. much more, if it be leyeclled againſt the, lives 
of many, in bringing a Nation to 'contuſion, As by 
craxer, fo YA co we. muſt. put our ſelves into. 
the breach, and prevent the overthrow. __. . 

3. Supply food and xajment, and all rhat-is requiſite 
to keep Nature alive z aot only in Children and _ 

, Friends, 


fam. 2. 14,1 5,16,17,18. 

Object, He is naught, 

A»ſw. Preſerve his humanity , that he may have 
time to wax better. | | "at 
| 4. If bebe fick, let him have phyſick and other che- 
riſhing as the occaſion requireth. The Syrophenicean 

woman went to Chriſt in behalf of her diſtreſſe 
ter, and the Nobleman in behalf of his fick Sonne , 
John 4., 46. | | | « 14 9 F428 
5. 'Worldly ſorrow cauſerh death, therefore grieve 
no man over much, vex not, make him not of 
his life, do rather what may be comfortable, and cliens 
his ſpirits againft his affliction , hockey with ſpiriz» 
al conſolations and inſtruRions ; lay, Fant net, wor be 
weary when thou art correfted, Heb. 12. 
Neither ſhould a man grieve himſelf for loſſes or 
croſſes, whereby his life and health may be endange- 
red, as is 00 uſual , and it isa ſfin-# Itthruſts God one 
of his place, denies his Soveraignty , Impeaches his 
Providence, preſcribes againſt his Wiſdom, and arro- 
gates to ones ſelf the way and praiſe of finding content- 
ment for his life., therefore moſt juſtly, in ſtead of 
contentment, a man haſtens his own death, and goes 
the ſooner to give account to God: for his impatience 
$, 


and fooliſhneſs, Take heed, and be moderate. 
They rowed hard to bring the ſhip to Land , but they mg 
cold not, | All pains nes 


All mans Induſtry without Gods leave.and bleſſing thing without 
avails nothing» Expept the Lordbwmildthe honſe, and keep God. 


the City, «ll that men do will be in vain, Pfal. 127, 1, 2. 
And there be many grounds of it, as Gods diſpleaſure, 
Mans fin, and inſenſibleneſs of his fin , and of Gods 
diſpleaſure for croſſing him , then Gods infiſting- ſtill. 
on his own way, bringing about his own ends, blaſting 
of our endeavours and hopes, difabling ofthe — 

11- 
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Friends, but in them thar are farther off. For this ſee 
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Hſe, 
T rade(men ſee 
bow they dicay. 
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diſgracing of mans wiſdom, and intention to bring the 
ſinner to his own bent as is ſaid, ſan li7:e9 nor by bread 
only, but by_ every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. 

Many a man doth his true endeayour , and takes 
faithſul pains in his Calling, and yer can make nothing 
of it when all is done, rows hard, and yet cannot bring 
his Veſſel co land ; is ready to break, and gives over his 
Calling, What is the matter ? the-Lord bath ſent a 


ſtorm ypon him, and it cannot be got to ceaſe , the Sea 


works {till and js tempeſtuous againſt him, do what he 
can he doth no good upon it. Why ? the Lord is offen- 
ded with his earthlineſs, and negleR of a religious 
courſe : Civil he is, and obſerves a form of Religion, 
and toils enough, and too much , bur, he is fugitive 
from God, therefore is in great ſtraights, 

Here the man might take notice of Gods diſpleaſure 
againit bim, and ſeek to remove ir; Such croſs provi- 
dence.is eſteemed a judgment, Hab. 2. 33. Behold, wit 
not of the Lord of hoſts, that the people ſhall labour in the very 
fire, and the people ſhall weary themſelves for very vanity ? 
ſo in Hag. 1, 5,6. Conſider your wayes , ye have ſown 
much, and bring in little , yo eat, but ye bave not enough; 
Je drink, but ye are net filed with drink , ye cloath you, Gus 
there 1s none warm , and he that earneth wages, tarneth wa- 


ges to pu: it into a bag with holes.So now-a-days,men make 


Cloth and cannor ſell it, would work, but cannot pros 
vide Wool to ſet them on work, or, the inferiour 
Cloth-workers muſt be paid, bur.. the: Maſter ſearce . 
knows how to get bread. .. 

| Great ſtraights! one would think, that in this lei- 
ſure-time men would addi themſelves more to Reli- 
gion, which jnan hurry ef buſineſſes uſed to be too 
much negleted, But Idonbt much, whether ic be ſo 
done, or no: Idoubt much ofearthly hearts, which as 
yet are alienated from the life of God, _—_— 
this 


$9us; like leaven in.three pecks.of meal; Working on - 
| t 
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this working ſea which continues tempeſtuous agaiaſt ; 


I F 
F. Y 


you, 


ligion as we and yet have good trading, get money 
and live finely. 1995S 


7l 


Oh no, that is not the cauſe; ſome have as little Re- O6;ef, 


Anſw. 1, Some ofthem live upon the quick ſtock, Anſw, 


which makes them pine, and frec within themſelves 


but they cannot helpit, 2. Fdr the proſperity of Mar, 5s 4 


worldings, ſome of them very wicked, it may be meer 
Atheiſts, there is little comfort init: Itis only of the 
general providence of God, whoſe Sun ſhines,and Rain 
talls upon good and bad, And: without repentance 
rhere is coming forth againit chem..a tempeſt which 
ſhall lay them in the-bottom of the ſea of his fiery in- 
dignatioh. 3. It were good for Tradeſmen in theſe 
rempeſts to think of Gods intention toward them , 
namely, of induſtrious, civil, and well-natured men:to 
make them Religious men, which all this while they 
have not been to purpoſe, See, ye have time enough, 
only find hearts, ſeek God, be religious in earneſt, and 
then the tempeſt may ceaſe, there may be a great calmy 
Cloathing may be as quick as ever it was, 

Wherefore they cryed unto the. Lord, we beſeech thee, we 
beſeechthee, 

Mark how-theſe martners profit in Religion by little 
and little, Ar firſt they cryed every one to his God, to be 


delivered in that great diſtreſs, but now-they leave. 


their Idol gods, and cry to Jehovah, the God of the He- 
brews whom 7onalh had preached to them; they heard his 
word, and they ſaw his terrible works which made 
them afraid , and now they-call on him alone for mer- 
cy and deliverance, and aft&tward we ſhall hear more 
of their piety, ver7,16, 


This 1s the progreſs .of Religion in true Converts, : 


that by. little and lixtle they grow ve ood and zea- 


Note. 


a Pel. 3.18. 
1 Thel.4,t. 


Reaſon, 
Phil.z 6. 
Col.z.1g. 


Phil, 1.19, 


ſerch thee, webeſeecb thee. 
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the whole lump be leavened; or like Corn ſown in the 
field, till growing on 3 firſt the blade, then the ear, aficy 
that the full corn in the ear, Mark 4.28, Though their 
beginning be but ſmall, yet their latter end encreaſerh 
exceedingly. So we are commanded, Grow in grace,and 
'm the knowledge of our Lord Feſws Chriſt , and, As ye have 
received how ye onght to walk, and pleaſe God, ſo increaſe 
more and more. 

The reaſon is, He that begun a good work in them, will 
finiſh it tothe day of Chriſt , it is a Divine conception, the 
ſeed of God abideth in them, and we read of increaſing with 
the increaſe of God and of Chriſt the Head, whereby all 
the body ſo increaſerh; and of the ſupply of the ſprrit, 
carrying on the work with power. 

Ye may conceive theſe degrees. 

x. The Convert lives in none of his old fins, though 

leaſant and profitable. He is cleanſed from all his 
idols, and all his filthineſs. Theſe Mariners left their 
gods which their Fathers worſhipped, and called upon 
the God of the Hebrews; fo Naamar, T hy ſervant will 


henceforth offer neither burnt-offering r0r ſacrifice unto 6 - 


ther gods, but unto the Lord, 2. King.$.17. 

2. A true Convert improves and grows both by 
the word and works of God , as theſe by the preaching 
of Joxab, and by the dangerous tempeſt that lay upon 
them, Grace turns all into the nouriſhment of it ſelf, 
Ordinances, Providences, Mercies, Aﬀflictions, yea fins 
t005 to be more humble, and ſtand better upon the 
guard , and turn unto God that ſmites them. | 


3. Atrue Convert preſently falls. upon a courlejof 
of 


prayer, ſo to get more ſtrength, wiſdom, and hold 

the love of God; ſo did Pau! preſently upon bis con- 
verſion, Alt. 9-11. behold, he prayeth, Theſe mariners 
pra an 9s that the blood of Forab may not be 
laid totheir charge , andthat with earneſtneſs, We be- 
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4. Atrue Convert ſtudies the point of thankfulnefs 
for the 'great mercy of God in ſaving his ſoul, as theſe, 
for ſaving their lives, ver, 16. they offered a ſacrifice 
unto the | ord, and we muſt come before God with our 
ſpiritual ſacrifices, thinking whatmay be done for his 
honor; hat fo /l l render to the Lord tor all bis benefits to« 
ward me? and ſtirring up all that is within us, not to 


forget any of his benefics, Temporal mercies bind not 


firmiy, but ſpiritual do, 


5 Artrue Convert binds himſelfto Godby honeſt 


and faichful purpoſes, even after a mercy, received;; /as 
cheſe, when the calm had taken them off from cheir 
danger, ver, 16. they made vows, | A carnal Chriſtian 
is full ot good words during his ſickne(s or other dan« 
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, but the true Chriſtian is for j after-times ; bears Eſa.4:; 


or the 11m to come, prayes, partakes of a Sacrament, all 
to become better, and to live afterward more 'carefully 
and procably, ; 

Hear, ye that begin to mind Religion, and ſee that 
ye profic in theſe parciculars, and 1n all other. . The 
courſe of Gods Children is as the courſe of our Chil- 
dren, to grow ſtrong by little and little :- Andasa man 
after a great fic of ſickneſs deſires daily to pick up his 
crumbs moreand more, ſo muſt thou upon this reco- 
very out of the eſtate of ſin and wrath : Mind and 


row. 
. Let ns »ot periſh for this mans life, and [ay not upon us in- 


mocent blood, 
Even rude and barbarous people have abhorred 


murther as a grievous ſin, as theſe Infidels, and thoſe 


Hſt, 


Note. 


Murder a bai- 
nous fn in the 


Barbarians in A#.28.4,6, And ſome for expiation of of deachens, 


their murthers have in the guilcineſs of their conſcien- 
ces, put themſelves voluntarily into baniſhmenr or 

orher ſorrows, as it were ſo many pennances. 
The more ſhameto this cruel! and bloody age where- 
in we live, which ſecs _ by che lite ofa man, 
yea 


K/c. 1, 
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yea of many men; it may be many hundreds and thoy- 
fands of — ſlain in bartel, poſſibly in meer malice 


- ox corrupt affeion, poſlibly for Pay only, ſo much a 


week to kill men. No matter whether it be »»ocext 
bleed or no, no deprecation of. the wrath of God , We 
beſecch thee, we beſeech thee, No making account that 
they may per!ſs for thoſe mens lives; As if the Law 
were not wade for murtherers : or, 4s if murderers 
ſhould ever inherit the Kingdom of God, contrary to 
the expreſs words of Scripture, 

Take heed, Chriſtians, both of the ſin, and of thoſe 
corrupt affeRions which lead to the fin. Remember 
the Commandment, Thou ſhalt not kill ; Remember the 
argument uſed, the Image of God created be mag . 
Remember the threat, He that takes the ſword , fall 
periſh by the ſword , Remember the expiation of 
blood in the time of the Law, and the Cities of refuge, 
and how no price might betaken to ſave the life of a 
murtherer, Numb, 35. 31. Andtheſe heathens confeſs 
they need Geds mercy for caſting forah into the ſea, 
though a guilty perſon, both by his own conteſſion, 
and by the judgement. of God who diſcovered him 
by lot. 

"= how then do the Mariners talk of in»ocent þlogd ? 

Anſw, It was innocent as to them, or for any quar- 
rel they had to bim , but in reſpe& of God he was not 
innocent, Jonah had confeſſed his guiltineſs, and deſired 
them to caſt him into the ſea, whence that clauſe in the 
Verſe, For thou O Lord haſt done as it pleaſeth thee, 


None but the will of God can juſtifie the. putting of. 


any todeath; He is the Soveraign Lord of life and 
death, and provoked by the fins of his people, ſo as 
ſometimes he calls for their blood to make ſome part 
of ſatisfaction; And this he doth by the Magiſtrates, 
into whoſe hand he hath committed the Wword of ju- 
ſtice, and he muſt not bear the ſwordin vain, and, He 
that ſheds 21ans blood, by man (hall his blood be ſhed, In 


The Propheſie of Jonah, 
In vain therefore do ſome talk, that no man ought 
to be put to death for any cauſe whatſoever. A very 
foolery, Yo to excoll mercy, as to take away juſtice 
Sol-9u pronounceth them equally abominable to 
God, who acquit che wicked and condemn the righre« 
ous. We know the example of Sas/, who loſt his 
Kingdom becauſe he ſpared the King of the Amalekgtes, 
and of 4hav, whoſe lite muſt go for Benbadads life, 
becauſe he let goa man worthy todie : Wholſome ſe- 
verity is as neceſſary as mercy and kindneſs, that of- 
fendors be'puniſhed according to the nature of theig 
wickedneſs, | . 


V er535. 


So they took up Jonah, and caſt him forth 
1nto the Sea, and the Sea ceaſed from 
her raging. 


We have here. 1, the execution of Gods ſentence 
againſt Joxah, he was caſt into the ſea, 2, the conſequenrt 
ot it, the ſea ceafed fromraging, A plain demonſtration 
of the cafe, 7hat the lord in wrath remembers. mercy . 
and yet ſtrange withall, wrath to his ſervant, merey to 
the heachen In ſome caſe the wicked may fare better 
then che godly , innocent heathens fare better then 
fauity f.nah 

For the former of theſe, though the mariners were 
very loth co caſt Job into che ſea, yet now that they 
ſeeEhe will of God expreſly revealed tor it, they do ic 
though ſore againſt cheir wills. 

M morandum. for many reaſons they were unwill- 
ing to caſt Jonah into the ſca ; He had not wronged 
them in the leaſt, he had paid the Fare, and committed 


himfelf co their Cuſtody, and truſt ought not to be 
| L2 deceived; 


Parts. 
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deceived; he had profeſſed: bis faith in the trne God ; 
and ſuch ought not to be violated ; he had confeſſed 
bis faulc , and was ſorry for it, and what would they 
have more ? he ſubmicted to the puniſhment which was 
to be infli&ed , though co the loſle of his life, He pro- 
pheſied , that upon bis puniſhment all ſhould do well, 
the tempeſt ſhould ceaſe , and ſo it did, 

Yet fain would they ſave him if they could poſſibly : 
Swltarunt , vey made furrows in the Sea , and rowed 
hard to bring the ſhip co dry land, 12k. * 

But now when they conſider on the otherfide , thar 
God hath plainly deſigned him to drowningin the Sea 
( thou O Lord, baſt done as it pleaſed thee ) they give over 
their former deliberation , and propenſion to mercy, 
and do what the Lord leads them to do: teaching this, 

When we are ſure of the will of God for a matter, 
we muſt lay aſid eall ſelf-rhoughts and motions , and ſer 
ro do what God will have us to do. So Abraham went 
to offer up his ſon Iſaac ; ſo Chriſt offered himſelf, Nor 
my will , but thy will be done : fo the Martyrs left all, 
and endured thoſe torments in the cauſe of God.: joy- 
fully ſuffered the ſpoyling of their goods : accepted not 
deliverance, Father and all muſt be forſaken, or we 
are not fic for Chriſt, An offendor muſt be forgiven, 
though it go quite againſt the hair, Difficulc duties 
muſt be done : and coſtly : and dangerous. 

The reaſon is : God is theſoveraigne Lord of all fleſh, 
us and others ,and his wil is much ſuperior to all the wyl 
of men , whoſoever they be: and , he hath more reaſon 
for his matters then we are aware , as appears in the ſe- 
quel of Jonahs hiſtory, And whereas we think our 
{elves very mercitull and pitifull inſome caſes , Gods 
mercy is the trueſt mercy when all is done, as that 
which comprehends the ſoul as'wellas the body , and 
the publick good as well as a private intereſt , not only 
Jonah , but Nineve ,and all 7/ſ-a:/ beſide. 

: Fearfully 
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Fearfully then do thoſe offend ,' who-in all their #&ſe 1, 
courſe go by their own reafon ; and carnal conſiderari- - 
ons : no matter what God ſaith , or would have to be 
done , but they will proceed as themſelves think good : 
not puniſh naughty children and ſervants : nor execute 
judgment upon Sabbath-breakers ſwearers,drunkards, 
other malefaRors ;let them alone for pitie , we ſhall ler 
our bufin: ſs, we ſhall be counted buſie-bodies , &c, 
So did not Jonah: Mariners , but proceed , ſaying, Thos 
O Lord , haſt done as it pleaſed thee, And he is noted for 
a fool , who is wiſe in his own eyes, And there be ex- 
preſſe commandements to the contrary, Be not wiſe in 
thine own eyes , lean not to thine own underſtanding : and ex+ 
amples of reſigning up our wills to the will of God : and 
our prayer ſounds to that purpoſe , thy will be done on 
Earth as it 6 1n Heaven. : 
Take then the word of exhortation, in thoſe matters 2. 
not to conſult with fleſh and blood: and ſay as Cypriar, 
In holy matters there is no room for deliberation Leer 
God be truc, and every man a lyar, Let God be obeyed, 
and every meer man negleted. God. ought to be 0- 
beyed rather then you : and do you judge your ſelves, 
whether this be not fitting. Such a one is a friend, and 
fach a one is a friend : but God is a greater, and a better 
Jonah was a very good man: but when he fell 
into the lurch with God, and, God , appointed him ro 
puniſhment , out he muſt go.into the Sea , even with his 
own approbation. So of a-kind neighbour , a good 
Child, a profitable Servant; inflicta fitting puniſh- 


friend; 


ment, 


thee. 


Gods, 


Only thus, 1. Be ſare -it. be the will of God , that he (,,,.,,- 
ſafferz as theſe, Thou O Lord , haſt done as it pleaſed , pp 
A man mult execute no judgment, but the judg- Y 
ment of the Lord, The judgmenc is not yours, buc 

is. Solomonſate on the throne of the Lord, The 

powers that be , are ordained of God: and ſach bear 


not the ſword in yain, 
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Alſe. 3. 


Search out the 


will of God. 
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© 2, Infli& the puniſhment, beca»ſe ic © the will of God 
chat be ſuffer , not to wreak thy own diſpleaſure, or 
paſſion of any kinde , but , che Lord hath deſigred 
him to puniſhment, and tell him ſo, that he may ſee 
where bis oftence lies, and wich whom chiefly he Loh 
to do'; not man but God, the molt likely way to bring 
him to remorſe tor his offen-e, and making of peace 
with God, and amendment of life for che future : che 


chiefe matters which Chriſtians ſhould aime at in all 


their diſcipline. 

Laſtly , ler this ſtir up all of us to ſtudy whats the 
good and acceptable will of God concerning us: and 
that both for che matter to be done . and tor the nianner 
of proceeding. Read , meditate, ſearch tht Scriptures, 
compare one place with another , any thing co be di- 
rected aright , whac God would have us todo, And 
there isa rule, to enquire of the law at the Prieſts 
mouth , Mal;2.7. for he u the meſſenger-of the Lord of 
Hoſts : and to have the book of the law ſtill by ws forcaunſell_ 
Dent 17. 18, and Joſh. $. David , though he had good 
counſellors, yet conſulted the word, Pſal. 119. 24. Thy 
te/iemonies are mv delight , and my counſellors, He had alſo 
the Prophets of the Lord about him co take advice wich - 
all , Gad and Natha . Ard :he Jews muſt ever have their 
Levites to tell them Gods minde in matters : thou ſhalt 
ot for/ake the Levite all the days of thy | fe, 

It is utterly a fault in Chriſtians , that generally they 
$o on their own head, a dadviſe not with che word or 
Minitters for managirg an Office . for following a call. 
ing , for ordering a tamilie, for ai bitrating ot differen- 
ces between man and man, or tor other particulars : 
Whence ſo many urchriſtian proceedings animoſities, 
contentions , unyjultice and cruelcy : or ifchey hit upon 
the right , it is not in obedience to God , and ſo ic is 
not thank worthy, ic may be chey endure the laſh of vile 
tongues, and can haye little comfort becauſe they 

| minded 
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minded not God in the good they did. It was but hab* 
nab, and verily 1 ſay unto you, they have their reward; 
but David in ſuch contempt can comfort himſelf with 
this , /t was before the Lord that [ did this and this , and be- 
came vile in thine eyes. 

For the lacter ; upon the caſting of Jon«h into the'Sea, 
The Sea ceaſed her raging : upon the due execution of 
judgment the wrath of God is pacified, When Achan was 
ſtoned, Iſrael prevailed againſt the { anganites as before, 
Wenoted this before : and may note farther concern» 
ing affli&ions, that they are the Lords meſſengers, 
which when they have done their Errand ; ſhall be call- 
ed home again, When the' raging Sea had devoured 
Fonah , preſently it ceaſed from raging, And there- 
fore aflitions ſometimes continue ſo "Y upon our 
backs , hecauſe they cannot be ſuffered to ſpeed in the 
buſineſſe which the Lord ſent them upon, to wit , our 
Iumiliation and reformacion. 

Note farther how great and preſent the power of 


God 1s in ruling the waters of the Sea, Immediately g,, 
when God hath ſatisfaRion, the Sea ceaſeth from her ye , 


raging. As he ſet'it on raging , ſo he reſtraines it 
from raging any more, So he drowned the whole 
world witha Sea of waters : and divided the red Sea , 
and the River Jordar, See Pſal. 107, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30 Ir might be applyed to Eighty Eight; and was 
applyed to Theodoſins 1n his battell with Inhdels , where 
the winde and Sea fought for bim. 

Conſider , and adore the great God' whom both the 
winde and Sea do obey, as thoſe in Mar. 8, 27. The Sea 
is a rude and unwildy hey , and'yet findes ears to hear 
when the Lord bath a voice to utter, So had the fta- 
vers which Chriſt rebuked, and other diſeaſes :; with 0- 
ther paſſages of providence, We read of great matters 
attributed to the voiceof God, Pſa/,29,And thoſe phraſes, 
Command deliverance for Facob ; Speak, the word only , and 
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my Servant ſhall be whole : Man that lives not by bread on- 
ly , but by every word of God, | 

Bur farther , if this be ſo , where are they that deny 
a Providence , and aſcribe all to fortune, good luck, 
conltellations, and co-operation of ſecond cauſes? ſuch 
a Generation of Acheiſts thereis in the world : but ſet 
them take beed : he that had ſtood upon the Sea-ſhore, 
and ſeen this ſudden alteration of weather ,' with the 
concurrence of things that wentalong with it , would 
certainly confeſſe there wasa moſt High God and Pro- 
vidence which made the change : and ſo did theſe Mari- 
ners,, ver(. 16, they feared the Lord exceedingly , &1d offer- 
ed a ſacrifice unto the Lord , and-mede vows, Take heed, 
and confeſſe a Providence ; live by it ; ſubmitc to it, do 
as one that acknowledgetha Providence , andas one 
_ would have it to thee a ſweet and gracious Provi- 

cence, 

But how rude are thoſe among us, who acknowled 
not the power and authority of God , whomeven the 
windes.and Seas do obey? The Sea ceaſeth from' ra- . 


| ping when God would have it to be quiet : but profane 


perſons , as the fool ,"rage ſtilland are contident.: nej- 
ther word nor works of God can reduce chem to obedi- 
ence ; nor Magiſtracy , nor any good means wharſoe- 
ver. Others that are enemies of godly men , never 
ceaſe from raging , jecring, abuſing, or breaching out 
threats againſt them, Pharaþ will adventure inco the 
midſt of the Sea to overtake and deſtroy /ſrac/. An 
implacable Generation of men there are, who will ne- 
ver ceaſe from ſinning till they be in Hell, 

But let us liccle re-mind our Type. 

As when Joxah was caſt into the Sea, the Sea ceaſed 
from raging, ſo when Chriſt endured the curſed death 
of the Crofle , the wrath of God coward the Eke& came 
toanend, as was ſaid from Heaven , Thu + my well be- 


leved Sor, in whom my Soul reſteth, He was made # 


nrſe 


ys BY g A%y 


The Propheſie of Jonah, Ir 
curſe for ws , that we might receive the bleſſing of Abra- 
haw through taith , Gal. 3. 13, 14. 3 
This comes from the concurrence of theſe three Reaſon, x, 
things, 1. The Perſon of Chriſt was of infinite worth, : 
being God as well as man : and as God, he had power 
to ſtill tbe raging of theſe Seas which our Sins had rai- 
ſed againſt us. 2. Chriſt asa furety had undeiraken all 
the Sins of his people, and all che dangers that accrewed: 
thereby : ſtood for a time in the ſtate of the greateſt ſin- 
ner that ever was : the Lord laid on him- the riquity of 1s F4 53.6 
gll , as on the Scape-Goat. 3. It was theagreement of = 3. 
the Father and Son from all eternity , thatif the ſecond 
Perſonin Trinity would cake fleſh and dye for ſinners, 
4ll the wrath ſhould ceaſe , and there ſhould be a full 
and finall friendſhip contrated. $o by this Covenant 
the wrath of God ceaſed toward ſinners, for whom 
Chriſt dyed, | 
 Comfert to beleevers , againſt whom Sin had Riirred | 
up an Ocean of wrath and miſery , to their Eternal con» _ /*- 
demnation, infinitely more , and worſe danger then e» Comfort. 
ver Joxah and the Mariners were brought into, Chriſt 
hath dyed : therefore all the ſtorm 1s over, and they 
may be ſure it is over , andtake comfort in the aſſy- 
rance, The Mariners were glad when the Sea ceaſed 
from her raging : and ſo may they be in the appeaſin 
of Gods wrath, The ſame debt muſt not be ik. a 
both by the ſurety, and by the principal debtor, 
Whence it is ſaid , God 4 juſt ro forgive #« our fins : not 
mercifull only , b«r 19ſt, | 
Hear , and get a weak faith _—_— Peruſe 
thoſe grounds of reaſon in the reaſon of the point, 
Peruſe the Covenant of grace and the tenor of ir, 
Believe and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Peruſe the pro- 
miſes, how free they are as well as univerſall, 
ſure and precious : E/a, 55, 1. and Rev, 21.6, And 
bow theſe great mercies are ſealed up in the Sacra-. 
M met 


I Joh, 1.9, 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 
Ment of the Supper : a crucified Saviour is here exhihi- 
ted and all for us : therefore conclude , we ſhall eſcape. 
He needed not to have ſuffered as for himſelf : for, 
what had the righteous man done ? no , Tos be was 
giver , and for us be was born, 

A good feaſt is appointed for cheriſhing the Gueſts 
that cometoit : and fo is this, Thou comeſt with a 
weak faith , and in much doubting: yer come, and ir 
ſhall be trengchened. Other feaſts are not ſure to 
yeild a man nouriſhment : buc this is. If chou belees» 
veft,thou cateſt , and ifchou eateſt , thou ſhale live , es 
ven for ever, Foh. 6. 54, Only come preparedly : Exa» 
mine , mourn , renew repentance and covenant, hun 
er and thirſt after righteouſneſſe : Bleſſed are all wm {þ 
Adlat. 5.6. 

When the Jews was to cat his Paſcall Lambe , he muſt 
Prepare him ſower Herbs roeat ir withall , intimating 
to us that Godly ſorrow , which Communicants mult 
bring along with them, And he that comes mourn- 
fully ,is allowed to go away joyfully. He that ſowes in 
tears y(f4ll reap bn joy, Bleſſed are they that moury + for 
they (hall be comforted, And mark : ſuch are not only 
permitted , but commanded to rejoyce , Rejoyce inthe 
Lord alnayes , and again | ſay rejoyce, Phil, 4.4, Pſal.z2, 
11. rejoJce inthe Lord ye righteous , be gladand ſhomt for joy 
all ye that ave wpright in heart,” | 

Where till remember the main ground of your joy : 
the ſtorm of Gods wrath is over , ever ſince Chriſt dyed 
for his Choſen : by his ſtripes they are healed : therefore 
bid defiance to all helliſh Enemies , as Rom. 8, 3 4. 
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Ver. 16. 


Then the men feared the Lord exceediugly 
and offered a ſacrifice nnts the Lord, 
and made vones, | 


This 6s the Mariners thankfulneſſe for the great mer- 
cy of deliverance *and ir bath three Clauſes .x, For in- 
ward worſhip , they feared the Lord exceodwwply: 2,, For 
outward worſhip, They offered a ſacrifice unts the Lord, 
Theſe for the prefent, 3, For the future they wade 
_ , } bound themſelves to the ſervice of the true 
Od. | 

For the firſt of theſe : twice before it was ſaid , that 
the Mariners were a fraid., verſ, 5. and 10. once for the 
ſtorm that was ſo dangerous to them ; another time for 
that they heard Forah tell of the God of the Hebrews to 
be his maſter, and that he had declined his ſervice : 
And now again they fear exceedingly when the ſtorm 
Is over, Joah being caſt into the Sea : A figne their fear 
-of God was a work of grace in them: why? they fear 
the Lord and hu goodneſſe , 4S Hof. 3.5. 

One would have thought it ſhould have been ſaid, 
That they rejoxced exceedingly , namely to ſee the Sea qui- 
et, the danger paſt, and themſelves ſer in ſafety : na- 
turall men uſe to betrolick in ſuch eſcapes , and poure 
out their hearts unto pleaſures ; it is a matter of ordina= 
ry obſervation : Bur, 

Grace teacheth a man not to reſt in the works of 
God which are joyous and comfortable , but to look 
up unto God himſelf, co fear him , that is, by a part for 
the whole, to perform all worſhip to him ,. of Faith, 


Love, Joy, Deſire , Zeal, other gracious affections , 
M 2:2 ard 


-— 


Party. 


Nate, 
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Pal. 217, 20, 8nd aRions that are ſutable, So the fear of God # ſaid to 


Ez At, 


Aſc. 


Jer,20 3. 


Signes of not 
j(aring God. 


be the beginning of wiſdome ,, thatis, an IntroduQion to 
all religioys affeftion and behavior ; Timer initials, as 
the ſchooles ſay, neither altogether ingenuous and 
C hild-like as in ſerled Chriſtians , nor alrogether ſlaviſh 
as in natural men,who are only terrified with their ſins 
and Gods judgments , Febx for example ; but of a mix- 
ture of theſe , as uſeth to be in time of converſion , 
gfe us* ST; » a fear joyned withan holy reverence 
roward the great God, and it continues ever with a 
Chriſtian once converted , to bring the work of 

race to perfeRion , 2 Cor. 7, 1. perfetting hol weſs in the 
| of God. 

Such fear ( in all likelihood ) poſſeſſed the hearts of 
theſe Mariners; namely , that now pre ently , upon the 
caſting of Joxah into the Sea , ſuch a calm followed : 
Oh the great Powtr , and Holineſs , and Juſtice , and Mercy, . 
of the God of the Hebrews | how # he to be feared above all c- 
ther Gods ! who can do as he Alone ! therefore him alone will 
we fear axd ſerve all enr dayss, So ſay weat the end ofa 
great Plague : or of a great fir of ſickneſſe: or eſcap- 
ing a danger by Land or Water, Fire, War, other 
terrible maiters : Ohfeare the Lord , ye bus Saints: far 
there s no want to them that ſear him, Pſa/,34. 9. 

It ſerves to reprove all graceleſſe people , who never 
fear God that afflicterh, neither in the danger , nor af- 
ter the danger, to be the better for any of their aMidi- 
ons, Poſlibly theyare afraid while the danger taſt- 
eth, for the pain, or the loſſe they may ſuſtain, and 
eſpecially the 1oſle of their lives , it may be, it is Mas 
gor-Mtſſabib , fear round about , they are ready to dye for 
fear before the evil comes near them z ſometimes more 
afraid then hurt ; but for God in whoſe power their 
breath is, and who can caſt both Body and Soul into 
Hell, him they fear not; thor g3that be the only gracious 
fear commapded in Luk; 12..4, 5. ; 

7, For 
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T7, For departity from evil , as did Fob , Joſeph, and the 


Midwives of Egyps : what fear of God is in thoſe that 
live in the conſtane practice of one ſin or other , drunk- 
enneſſe or what ever ic be? ſin is the greateſt enemy 
that God hath , and yet numbers make a trade of is, ac- 
cording tothe humor of each ; walkin the way of the 
wicked , or ſit in the ſeat of che ſcornfull , though they 
have been in great danger of lite or eſtate, yet on they 
g0 in a tract of ſinning. The danger is paſt, and 
they make account they live to do all their abominati- 
Ons, 

2. For the beginning of wi/deme , Numbers have no 
fgne of the fear of God in them, Saprentia dicitur 
guaſs ſapida ſcientia:but Numbers have no ſavor of God 
and Religion : Mercies, AﬀMflitions , Ordinances , all 
paſſages of Providence , have no more ſavor then the 
whit: of an Egg : no heart to Prayer or other duty, or 
toaccepta £ood motion that is made for edification, 
Theſe Mariners that feared the Lord , offered hims ſacri- 
fice : but where are theſe mens ſacrifices? great and 
precious mercies are received : but what return do they 
make in way of thankſulneſle ? 

3. For perfetting holineſſe in the fear of the Lord : how 
doth this agree to thoſe , who fall back from the good 
way of God, either into Hereſie or Profaneſle or 
Worldly-mindedneſſe? or thoſe that ſtand at a ſtay in 
Religion? Around of dutyes there is , and that is all : 
the ſpace of many years makes no difference in their 
profeſlion , ur-leſle it be for the worſe : they would be 
croubled it they thrived no better in their outward 
eſtate; bur for the eſtate of their Souls , they minde no 
thriving, ; 

4. For fearing the Lord exceedi::gly, as did theſe Mart- 
ners: Numbers profeſs to fear God , but they fear men 
more, Loſſes, Troubles, Dangers , Perſecutions : ex- 


ecflive fgar ſurpriſeth them, that they are taken off 
from 


$5 


B, 


i 


28 | The Propheſie of Jonah. 
Prov.29.25. from duty , and the way of God, the fear of man ts « ſnare; 
and catcheth many unto Atheiſm : Or, they fear the 
Lord., and the gods of the Land, as did the mungre! Sawa- 
ritans , 2. King, 17, 33. : 
5, The fear of God hatha daſh of holy joy with ic, 
as Pſal.2, 11. ejoyce wnto him with trembling * fear him as 
a glorious God, but rejoyce in him as a loving Father, 
reconciled and tenderly affeted in Chriſt. So the 
Childe fears his Father , and the wife her Husband. 
But numbers mind no ſuch relation between God and 
them : or cate not to have it: or preſume to have it, 
but get Bo comfort by it in a dark houre : #yyoror adds; 
«awias ther fear is an heavy paſſion of unbelcete, 


2. ' 4 . - 
ie atv Be a the Second ; They offered a ſacrifice unto the 


woſrip1in Outward worſhip muſt be added unto inward. As 
: Cor. 6425. We muſt glorifie God with the Spir:: , ſo alſo with the 
body : for both are God's, and both are bought with a price: 
And the fame God made both Soul and body , and de- 
ſerves to be ſerved with bottf, commands and expects 
it, 
What kinde of ſacrifice theſe Mariners offered to the 
Lord, we read not, nor is it materiall to know. Only 
this : they had Learned by tradition of their neighbours, 
and by the ne ghbourhood of the [ews » that thank. 
offerings would do wellin way of gratitude for deli- 
verance: and ſo did all the Gentiles round about : 
Note therefore ſo do they. | 

crewals Ourleſſon is : In way of thankfulneflſe for mercies 
Tt in good received we muſt uſe holy expreſſions of Loyalty and 
eftions. duty to our good God : not only fear him , with other 
anternal vertues as before , but with outward worſhip 
and ſervice, Chriſtians alſo have their ſacrifices of 
righteouſneſſe appointed for them , as was propheſicd 

Dovt, 33.19, 
But what are they ? An/w. 1. A mans whole ſelf, 
with 
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with all powers of goul and Body , Roan, 12: 1, Preſent 
your ſelves a living ſacrifice , boly, acceptable to Ged, 
which i your reaſonable ſervice, 2, Holy and hearty 
prayers, Pro. 15. 8.T be ſacrifice of the wicked iu abowmina- 
20m to the Lord , but the prayer of the upright # his delight. 
3, Kearty praiſes , with voice and lite , Heb, 13, 15. 
By Chriſt let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continu- 
ally. 4. Works of love to the poor members of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Yer, 16, With ſuch ſacrifices God ts well-pleaſed, 
5. Releif and comfort to good. Miniſters who need 
aſliftance , Phil, 4. 18, An odor of a ſweet ſmell , a ſacrifice 
acceptable , well pleaſing to Gd, 6G, Suffering in the 
cauſe of God , Ch, 2.17. If 1 be offered up»n the ſacrifice 
of your faith, 1 joy and rejoyce with .you all. 7, All 
parts of the publick or private worſhip of God, 1 Per, 
2.5, AF:ritual Prieſthnod to offer up fpiritmal ſacrifices 
acceptable to God by Feſws Chriſt, 8, All dealings with 
men carried in a loving and righteous manner, Pſal, 4. 
4. Offer the ſacrifices of righteouſn-ſs5, and put your truſt 
in the Lord, 

Whereby we ſee that none hath cauſe to ſay he wants 
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Uſe. 1. 


a way and means to ſhew his thankfulneſs co God for Yone but may 
great mercies and deliverances he hath received. Le- ſo expreſi, 


vitical ſacrifices are ended in Chriſt , and he is loth co 
offer [acrifice in a blind manner, as theſe Mariners did ; 
and | defire to teſtifte my thankfulneſs for eſcaping ſuch 
a danger, or recciving ſuch a mercy , but what ſhould 
] offer ? Mm 
Anſw. He hath ſhewed thee O man what ht -requireth, 
and what he will accept 44 a gratuity, Mic, 6:8, andthe 
Map now delivered ſhews a great Bed-roll of Chriſtian 
ſacrifices : Peruſe, and ſec if one way or other thou 
canſt not offer aſacrifice. to. the Lord ,, only find the, Al- 
tar of an holy heart, and a ſacrifice. will quickly -be 


had ; Out of rhe abundance of the hears will come forth 


much gd, — | 
A 


PA 
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' A man poſſibly hath not wealth to diftrivute amon? 
the poor, or is not «called to ſuffer for the truch and 
nay of God; cannot entertain Miniſters, cannot build 
and endow Hoſpitals, repair Bridges, do other works 
of bounty as our fore-fathers were wont to- do. Shall 
he therefveede wholly excuſed of offering to the Lord? 
No, the pooreſt and meaneſt Chriſtian that is, out of a 

racious heart'is@ble to pray, praiſe God, live holily, 
eal righteouſly, converſe to the Edification one of 


| another: Calves of the lips, Sþ.rituel ſacrifice, a body pre- 


Mal.1.14. 


2 King 5 "7. 
Note, 


paredand ficred ro do ſervice, and a mind wich medica« 
tions and affe@ions, 

Offer theſe and it ſhall ſuffice : The Jew that was 
not able to bring a Bullock, muſt bring a pair of | ur- 
tle- doves or two young Pigeons : ſo the Chriſtian, ler 
him do his beſt and it willgo for currant; Only with 
this Caution, he that is able to offer a great ſacrifice, 
ſhall not be excuſed by a leſs. Curſed be the decerver, 
who hath a male in h.s flock, and ſacrificeth tothe Lord a 
corrnpt thing, or offers the torn, the /ame, or the ſich , 
ſhells of outward ſervice, or old age that is nowable to 
do nothing for God or _— good meaning , with- 
out doing what might and ought to be done, as ſome 
do flatter themſelves, all ſuch are dece:vers, and draw 
2 curſe upon themſelves inſtead of a — Theſe 
Mariners offered what they could, but ſo do nor 
thele. | 
For the third, they made vows, Not only inthe pre- 


ſent did theſe Mariners worſhip the Lord. but meant 


to worſhip him for time to-come,and thereunto bound 
themſelves by vows; ſo Naamanthe Syrian, Hereaj cer 
1 wil: ſerve no God but the God of Iſrael, 

- This is the right uſe of afiRions, and of eſcaping 
our of them ; not only be Religious for a time, bur tor 


ever, Many canfeem to be Religiouſly affeted while 


they arc under Gods rods, or when they are newly gor 
out 


© "The Propheſie of Joh: , 
out of his hands, but ina little ſpace; grow as bad as 
ever; it may be more hardened, . inthar hath been 
heated and cold again, - ' any 2% £1 
Take heed of dodging with the God of Heaven, 4c. 
He looks for plain and honeſt dealing; of thoſe hede- 
livers, or to whom he youchſafes mercy. lt is'a con- 
dition upon deliverance from enemies, To ſerve bins 
in holineſs and righteonſneſs allthe days of our life, 'Luke x, 
74, 75- The mercy laſteth alway, and ſo muſt the du- 
ty: and no reaſon can be alledged for ceaſing from 
that duty. Go then, and learn what means to hear 
for the time to come, tO pray continually, to receive 'Sa- Eſa. 41343. 4 
craments often, even #ntll Chriſt come, | 
T hey made vows, What, we read nor,nor matters it, Vows of Cbri- 
But to our purpole , | ftians, wha 
1. The main matter of Chriſtian Vows is, that we 99 ®*- 


bind our ſelves tothe Lord ina Covenant that ſhall ys 
never be broken ; as Pre#þer ſaid, Seipſum voveas, ſeip- 
um reddat, he that will vow to the Lord, let him de- 
vote himſelf, and render himſelf ro his Majeſty :' and 
David ſaid, / have ſworn thut 1 will keep thy Command « PL 119.0069 


ments; not Counſels, but Precepts are the grounds and 
bounds ofa Chriſtians vows : Therefore not Monkiſh 
nor any other will-worſhip, o *+ ah 

2. The entrance into a [awful vow is at our Bap- 
ciſm, where we promiſed to be the Lords, to believe, 
to obey, torenounce all his and our enemies , imply- 
ed in that phraſe, Baptized in the Name of the Father, 
Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, thatis, qedicated , devoted, ſer 
apart for this ſervice and glory, relinquiſhing all 0- 
thers, as a good Wite to cleave to her Husband 
alone, 

3. The vow of Baptiſm is renewed many times af- 
rerward, eicher at 4 Saorament of che Lords Supper, or 
in the time of danger , and it oughc co be Religiouſly 
remembredand obſerved, - P/4l,66. 13, 14.1 will pay 

thee 


{ſe, 


Gal;6,7: 


Way.. 
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The Propheſie of 
that ri wow: which my tips bave uttered, 41d my mouth 
hath Spoken when I was in trouble. Whether theſe Ma- 
riners kept their vows,we know not ; but are ſure that 
We- to Ours. 

; = ok har make Conſcience of performing 
theſe yows; be as faithful in keeping them, as thou 
ſcemdſt Religious in making them, Remember the 
fears, and pains, and cares of thoſe ſad hours, and what 
religious affetions were then ſtirring ; mind all thoſe 
—_ and now reduce all into at: Now is the 
time, now and ever, Take heed, it will be no ſafe 
mocking of God; Be ot deceived, God is not mocked; All 
the mocking would return upon thine own ſoul, to thy 
exernal damnation, 7 

; Where for better performance, remember that 
clauſec,zot to put off the paymg of vews,Eccl.5. 4.When 
thou haſt vowed a vow to God, defer not ro pay. This 
delay is it which marres abundance of good purpoſes 
and reſolutions ;, while we think there is time enough, 
the motion dies, and no good effe& follows, A de- 
ceicful beart, a ſubtle Devil, a flatteringor encumbring 
, . . | _— 

; world, vain Or wicked Companions draw quite another 
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Ver, 17; | 


Now the Lord had prepared a great fiſh to 
ſwallow up Jonah, and Jonah was in 
the belly of the fiſh three days and three 
nights, | 


Our Saviour callsir Whale, Met; 12. 40. Tor 


was ſo long inthe belly of the Whale: Poſfibly it is the Whales and E: 
Leviathan deſcribed in Jeb 41. Or, it may be the Croe be great 


codile, Hiſtories tell of fiſhes of incredible bigneſs, 
and our people have ſeen the Gramyos, the Sturgeon, 
the Man-fiſh, the Mermaide, and other : and Naviga- 
tors have ſeen the Sea-Horſe, the Sea-Bull, and other 
ſtrange Monſters, and of ſtrange greatneſs, All made 
by God, and are at his beck, and ſerve io ſet *forth bis 
praiſe ; ſee Pſa/, 104. 24, 25 26, _ =. 
At the Text it is ſaid, that God prepareda great 

to ſwallow up Jon4h. Here is in wrath mercy : Thou 

God will have his ſervant caſt into the Sea, yet he will 
not have him drowned in the Sea. No, he loves him 
betcer then ſo, and hath more work tor himtodo, 
which though he declined at firſt, yet afterward he ſhall 


be willing to do, 


Note how the providence of God reachethto the g, 


bottom of the Sea, and ſwayeth among the fiſhes. He pjp,,; 


that ſenta wind, and thereby a ſtorm, and afterward 
cauſed the Sea to ceaſe from her raging, now ſets a fiſh 
in readineſs to take Jonah to mars and then reſtore 
him to land again. So he fent the fiſh to Peters hook, 
Mat, 17. 27. anda multitude of fiſhes to the Apoſtles 
ttets, Lake 5, 4,9, and Job» 21, 3,8. | 

Now bleſs the Lord O my —_ in all places of bis 'domni- 

2 


Note. 
d rules vey 


Ae. tr. 


nions , Fall gaze 


" 
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nous, Sea, Land, 'Fire , Air, Clouds, all made by 
him , and diſpoſed of by him, and all for the 

d ot his Choſen ; as thoſe. wondred at the 

ge draught of fiſhes, and faith the Text, they 
knew ir warche Lord : none but the Lord could gather 
thoſe fiſhes together, And ir follows, Chriſt gathered 
them together, therefore Chriſt is God ; and accor- 
dingly he is to be feared, loved, honored, obeyed in all 
our courſe of life. Both Creation and gubernation 


- are aſcribed ro him, therefore he is God. He made us, 


and he feeds us, therefore he is God. 

Again, it is comfort to the good SubjeRts of bis do- 
minion, that he hath todo, and dorb what he will both in 
Heaven and Earth, and in all = placer, Whenwe tra- 
vel in waters or occupy - buſineſſes in that Element, 
there he fits and overrules all. In the great and threar- 
ning waves of affliction he orders the Event for good 
to the faithful, Pſal..32. 6. Smrely 1» the flouds of great 


Mat.3.26, 143 PAC, ety ſhall not come nigh unto him, Ela, 43. 2. When 


31. 


Rev.20.! 3. 


Heb, 11, 7. 
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thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be wth thee, For 
the [Diſciples he rebuked the wind and ſea, and there was 
a great calm, And he took up ſinking Peter into the 
ſhip, and one day the ſea ſhall grve up ber dead. : 

There is comfort alſo in the preparations and provi- 
fions that the Lord makes for us both by ſea and land-! 
He that prepared a great fiſh for Jonah, prepares for us a 
multirude of fiſhes, both ſmall and great , precious for 
cheir uſefulneſ*, and pleaſant by their variety, Food, 
Phyſick, Oil, Bone, abundance of uſes for the enrich- 
ing'ofa Nation ; whereunto adde, that God firſt raughe 
the art of making ſhips for Navigation : ſo Neah by his 
inſtru&ion, prepared an Ark for ſaving himſelf and. his 
Family. 4 

And'if it be ſo, believe in God for ſupply of all your 
wants, Inall ftraights ſay as Abraham, God will pro- 
vide, He that appointed Jonah to be caſt into the ſea, 
, pre-. 


_ 
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gropony a fiſh to ſave him from c—_— He that - 
e 


ent a Famine upon Cexaar, ſent Joſeph before into 
Egypt for a Caterer ; for us alſo he will provide what is 
wanting, and ſhall be expedient, Believe ir, and be- 
ware of the chiding, Why did ye fear becauſe ye brought 
nobread® © 


Jonah was in the belly of the fiſt three days and three nighte, \.. wy 
Here is miracle upon miracle : A ſtorm raiſed, a ———— of 
calm reſtored, a fiſh prepared for ſafety , a man kept Jen, 


alive in his belly ſo long: and no longer, and then ſer 
ondry land again, wonders !' that the fiſh was ſo rea- 
dy for him, that he eſcaped craſhing between his teeth 
which ſtood in great rows as Sawes to knap him aſun- 
der, that the digeſtive force of the fiſhes ſtomack was 
ſo long reſtrained, that he was not choaked wi h waters 
and weeds that came abont him, that he was toſt from 
one {ide of the fiſh to another, that all this while. he had 
no way of free breathing yet there he was, and there 
he prayed, and thence he was delivered: Admirable 
preſervation! | 

Note the wonderfnl! gaounep of God, who in the 
midit of dangers can preſe 
no hep: of ſatety appears, Fonah inthe Whales belly; 
Iſ-a:l amidſt che red ſea, and in Jordane, with bread from 
heaven, water out ofa rock; one ſute of Apparel to 
ſerve a man for forty years together, The three Jews 
to breathe and live in an hot hery furnace, and come 
forth again; Damelto eſcape well enough ir the den 
of Lions, Noah in a world of waters and among all 
ſorts of beaſts, all cameto him, and the wi'delt were 
made tame, ſo to live with the reſt. 

Fables,will an Atheiſt ſay, who can believe ?' or how 
can theſe things be? 

Anſw, 1. Ask lenſe and experien'e , how lives the 
Child inthe womb'for ſome moneths together, where 
he neither breathes. nor takes nouriſhment by ehe 
mouth > 


rve his people, even where Andof others. 


Againſt 
Atheiſts, 


93 


Note. 
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moth? yet a continual buſineſs, as appears in the 


Birth of Children, ; : 
2, 2. He mult needs bea groſs Atheiſt, who will be- 
John 39.29. 1;.e no more then he ſees. Bleſſed # he that bath woe 


ſeen, *and yet hath believed 3 Spiritual matters are as 
- much above ſenſe for perc-rwwving, as they are for worth, 
The ſoul is far better then the body, yet not ſeen as 
the body is; and God who is infiacely better then 

both, | 
3. Jeſus Chriſt who is the true and fa.thful witneſs, 
B hath given teſtimony to this Hiſtory of Jorab and his 
'Whale, that he was three days and three* nights in the 
belly of the fiſh. And whoſoever ſhall infringe the 
truth of Chriſt in his aſſertions, ſhall never find him a 
Saviour. A Revenger he ſhall find him, but not a Sa- 

viour ; The wrath of God abideth on h m. 

2; 4, Poets and Heathens have a fable of Ariou Mes 
; thimnes carryed by Dolphins along the ſea into his 
own Countrey; no doubt but ſome glimmering of this 


Gualicr. . Hiſtory of Joxat, or rathera fable invented by the De- 
vil to obſcure this Hiſtory, that it ſhould not be cre- 
dited , as torender the Apoſtles ſuſpicious, he cryed 

AA. 16,17. Out, Theſe are the ſervants of the moſt High Ged, who ſhew 


unto us the way of ſalvation. 
Aſe. Now remember this applet times and caſes of very 


Expedt deliv?- gear danger, God:is the ſame, and his power fs the 
—<va (ca ame, and his love, and his.care, and his | afr and all 
: bis Attributes; and if thou be the ſame with J-»ab.in 
faith ang holineſſe, chou ſhaltfind the ſame proteRion 
.anddeliverance;ſo far as ſhall be good for thee; I ans 
OL o 7 the Lord, | change not, 
jet. | There is the ſcruple (may ſome ſay) I am no whit 
Lot like Fonab, that God ſhould fo take care of me, 


 Anſ», 1. Theleaſt degree of true faith and holineſs 
15 accepted with God, and ſhall keep the head above 
water, Peter was amman of little faith, and yet by his 
little 
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tictle faich he was able to walk upon the ſea, and if he 

had held faſt his confidence gs he began, he ſhould noe 

have ſunk in the leaſtynor cryed out for help as he did. 

2, Though Jonah was a very good man, yet at this 
time he was very faulty, and in wrath caſt forth into 
the ſea, Only the Lord in wrath remembers mercy toward gy, g., 
him, and ſo he will toward thee, The gifts and calling . 
of God are without repentance ; no unbeliet of ours 
can make the faith of God of none effe&, nor break off 

e tie between him and a belicving ſoul. | 

Oh but my caſe is very grievous ! A devouring evil 06jett. 
lies upon me, 

Arſw, Thy caſe is not worſe then Jonas caſe was ; Sol. 
he was devoured by a Whale, and this devourer was 
the means of his preſervation : Ont of the eater came Judg.! 4.14. 
meat, and out of the ſlrong came ſweetneſs, Thou ſayelt I 
ſee no likely means of my deliverancez no more did J:-- 

'zah, and yet he'is delivered, even in a way quite contra- 
ry, God ſaves by means, without means,above means, . 
or againſt means, 

Oh but mine isa tedious affliction, it hath lain long Os, 
upon me, and now what hope remains? A»ſw, 1, Jo vol, 
nah was in the Whales belly chree days and three nights ; 
no doubt but that he. had ſad thoughts all that while 
what would become of him , he was not concoRed by 
the Whale, nor ever likely to get to landagain, yet at 
laſt was reſtored, and ſo mayeſt thou be. . 

2, Lazar was dead four days, and began to ſtink, , 
yet was raiſed.up to life as before, Four days, or four 
moneths, or four years are nothingto God who deli-- 
vers when he pleaſech. To usgmen lingring diſeaſes or 0- 
ther evils are terrible, þut ro our God they are-as no» - 
thing to hinder deliverance, | 

3. Thoſe that have lien-in their graves four or five 
thouſand years, ſhall be raiſed of God as eaſily as they 
that were. buried the day before : which 4s made an 


Luk-1;. 


Note, 
Ebriſt three 
bays in the 
bewſe of death 
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Emblem of deliverance that ſeemed hopeleſs, Ezek. z 5, 
with Ho[.6.1,2. ; 

4. Ir hath been the caſe of Gods Children to lie un- 
der the burthen of aflitions for ſundry years toge- 
ther. A Daughter of Abraham was bound to Satan 


eighteen years; Heman fromh youth ſuffered the ter- 


rors of God wich a troubled mind. The Church was 
feventy years in the captivity of Bab, lon, 430 in Egyp, 
The ten Tribes (which yet have promiſes) are not re- 
turned home after 2300 years, 

Bequiet therefore, and hope perfe?ly or tothe end ; 
remembring theſe three things, 1. Patient waiting muft 
put us in poſſeſſion of the promiſes, P/al, 40. 1.1 waited 
patiently for the Lord, and he inclined his ear unto me, And 
the old Believers, by faith and patience inherited the pre- 
miſes, Heb:6.12, 2, Gods appointed time which is the: 
beſt time, ſhall never fail us, Hab.2:3. T he viſion 1 yer 
for an appointed time, at laſt it will fpeak, and not lzr, '3 A 
thouſand years to God are but as ove day, nor will he be 
ſlack concerning his promiſes, 2 Pet, 3. 9. And ithath 
been ſaid, Every thing i beamiful in his own ſeaſon, 

Burt ler us a littke Jook to our Type: 

As Jonah three days and three nights was in the bel[y 
of this great fiſh, ſo'Chrilt for ſo long time was ,in the 
bowels of the earth: It is a Simile of his own framing.! 
Mat.12.40. And the third day he roſe again from the dead, 
1 Cor,15.4. and this according to the Scriptzver , namely 
of theſe Types, of fonah, who for.three days was given 
for dead ;-of J/«ac, who'in the purpoſe of his Father was 
ſo long offered up unto God ; of J-ſeph, Samſor, David, 
who were ſhadows of Chriſt, firſt in ſuffering, then in 
recovering : whereuntowe may adde thoſe preditions, 
}ſal.16 10 Thou nil n't ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee cor- 
rYuption, and Fs 53.10, 11, 12. When thou ſhal: make 
hu ſoul an offering for fin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall 
prolong bus days,& c, and his ownprediRtions, Har,1 7-23 . 
; they 
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they ſhall %il kim, and the third day le ſhall beraiſed Again, ; 
Addc theſe reaſons allo : P 
7. Chriſt ſo lon. lay inthe grave, that ic might an- | 
pear he was cruly dead : that be might tully Catiofie x A Reef. T, 
juſtice, and appeaſe the wrath of God , chat he might 
ſhew ihe curſed nature of fin, which ſo long held the 

only God under the power of death and the grave, and 

that he might overcome death and the Devil in his own 

hou e : When himſelf was at weakeſt, and they in their 

full ſtrength, yet he got out of their hands well enough 

ar the cime appointe 

2 Helay no longer thenthree days, becauſe the de= 2: 

fired ſatisfaction was given, that the Holy One of God 

might not ſee corruption, that he might provide for the 

weak faith of his Diſciples, who began co ſtag (er; that © - = 
he might ſet moreTully rodothe work of a Mediator, Fruits of Criſis 
and might epply to us the great fruits and benefits of his !*/#r7e fin. 
ReſurreRion; ſuch as thefe, 1. Forgiveneſs of ſins, _ 

r Cor.15.17. 1f © hrift be not raiſed, your faiths vain, Je 
rs yet 1n your fins ., and they who are fallen aſleep in Chriſt 
are periſhed, 2, Full juſtification, Rom, 4. 25. He rofe 4- 
gain for our juſtificatrin, 3. Hope ro God-ward, 1 Per, 1. 
3. By the Reſwrreit on of ( br iſt from the dead ye are bers a- 

ainto al wely hope, and ver. 21, ye believe in God who 
14 [cd biw wp from the dead, ard geve bin glory that your 
faith and hoye might be in God, 4. Regeneration tobe 44 
together in the likeneſs of his reſurreftion , we ſhall. - 
alſo l:ve with bizs ; dead indeed #nto ſin, but alive unto God * 
through Feſns Chriſt our Lord, Rom 6.5,8, 11, Sec alſo 
Eph.2.4,5,6. 5+ ReſurreRion of the body, 1 Cor. 15. E: 
20, 21s nows Chriſt riſes from the dead, and become the 
firſt fruits of them that ſleep ,, for ſince by man came death, 
b J m4n came alſo the reſurrettion of the dead, 
All which is matter of great comfortto all true Be- ſe, 1 
li.vers : Chriſt is riſen,ang chey with him, andare ad- 
vanced to all tbe dignity which he bath attained, Chrifts 
- : Q reſurs 4 


WW 


a 
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reſurre tion was the firſt degree of his exaltation, after 


# all that humiliation wherewith he was humbled : Aſcen- 


ſion followed, and leſlion, and interceſlion,and power- 
ful application ofall his purchaſe, all for the Ele, and 
yields them ſtrong conſolation. | 

Only (et them remember to wagnifie Chriſt in life aud 
death, as one that ſtouped ſo low in their behalf . and as 
'one that had power to raiſe up himſelf, which joxab 
could not do, Fobn 10.18. I kave power 10 lay down my 
life, and | have power to take it up again ,, and as one that 
by bu reſurreflion was mightily declared to be the Son of Gd, 
Rom.1.4. and as one that is now highly advanced above 
every Nam: (0 41 every knee nwit bow uno him; and by 
his reſurrection obrained a ſpecial right to us, that we 
ſhould be wholly his, and for his ſervice chap. 14, 9. 
he therefore dyed, and roſe again, id revived, that be 
”= ghe be Lordof quick and dead, : 

Which while we ſtudy, we ſhall attain as the benefit of 
Chriſts reſurrection , ſo alſo the verrue and power which 
ſtands in holineſs and heavenly-mindedneſs, Phjl, 3,98 
9,10, and Co/,3,1,2, | 
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CHAP IL 


Yer. 2. 3: 
Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God 
out of the fiſhes belly : And ſtd, I cryed 
by reaſon of mine affiifiion unto the 
Lord,and he heard me, out of the belly 
of hell crxed I, and thou heardeſi ) 


T'0(Es . 


feſſion of the fault, and ſubmiſlioh to the puniſh- C24pt2r. 


T « Chapter contains Jonah: repentance, His con- Parts ef the 


ment we have ſeenalready. And now having got 

out of the Whales belly, he relates how things 
had paſſed : 5. That he prayed for deliverance, ard was 
heard in prayer, ver. 1,2. 2. That he had hope of deli- 
verance when he was at lowell, ver. 4. and7, 3. That 
upon deliverance he promiſed thankſgiving , verſe g, 
4. That at laſt he was actually delivered, ver. 10 


Or we may conceive his prayer amplified four ways, Amplification 
I, By the greatneſs of the danger whereinto he was of Jonahs 
brought. the fiſhes belly, the belly of hell, 1h: d:ep, the midſt Yrs 


of the ſeas, bottoms of mountains,weed*, floods and billews. 
2. By the anguiſh or ſtraights ariſing out of the dan« 
ger; Icryed to the Lord, I ſaid 1 amcaſt ont of thy ſight, 
my ſoul faint within me, 3 By the hope be nouriſhed 
all the while , /w:l/ look again roward thy holy Temple , 1 
remembred the Lord, and my prayer came 1n wnto thes 13:10 
thine holy Temple. 4. By the good ſpeed he found at 
laſt , The Lord ſpoke untothe fiſh, andit vomited out Jorah 
pon the dry land | 

We muſt begin witch Jonabs prayer,and the Audience 
be found with God, ver. 1-2. 
O2 In 
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kn the firſt Chapter, ver. 9. he profeſſed to fear the 


| Lord the God of heaven, which made the ſea and the dry 


lard , and now to the ſame God as the only true God, 
he addreſſeth his prayer: not to Neptwne as Heathens 
were wont to pray nor yet to true Saints who had 
traded much in waters ; as Noah was ſaved in the gene- 
ral flood of waters, or Moſes who was drawn out of the 
waters whilean infant, and led 1/rze/ through the red 
ſea, and through Foraer; or Elias who parted the wa- 
ters this way and that way : whereby one would think 
they ſhould have compaſſion on them that are in dan- 
Ser by water, according to the carnal reaſon of Idola- 
rers in other things, 

No, Jerzab pxayes only to the God of he. ven who 
made the ſea and the dry land. 

God alone is an Ali- ſufficient God, and he alone 
ought to be called upon. Prayer is one part of divine 
worthip, whereof it is ſaid, T bow (halt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and bim alone ſhalt thou ſerve, Mat, 4,10, And it 
ſtands wich reaſon, we muſt pray to none but onein 
whom we believe ; but we believe in God only, thore- 
fore to God only muſt we pray, Ko. 10. 1 4, how ſhai 
they call on hims in whom they believe ot? / 

Mark this againſt the Papiſts, and maintain the truth 
aga'nſt them, X 

Jonah prayed and cryed tothe Lo-d; This crying notes 
his fervency 1n prayer, and it is twice ſet down, /cryed, 
1 cryed ,to the ſ@me purpoſe, Chriſtians ought to be 
both frequent and fervent in prayer, Rom. 1A. 11, 12, 
fervent in Spurr ſerving the Lerd, and continuing inſtant m 
prayer, If one prayer will not fetch a mercy, try what 
another will do, and let the ſecond be more earneſt 
then cl:e fo; mer, and the third more earneſt then that, 
Pl beſought the Lord thrice, and obtained grace ſuf+ 
Hcient. /onab at Jaſt got out of the Whales belly. | 

It!s not every ſluggiſh and ſhort-breathed prayer 

that 
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that will obtain a mercy. Therefore comtinue inflant in 
prayer, Col.4.2. | 

Bur | aim at another point, from the conſideration of 
Fonahs prayer, as being now in a diſtreſſed condition. 
No doubt bur in all chis time, three days and three 
nights, he prayed often and earneſtly for the pardon of 
his great fin; for deliverance out of the Whales belly, 
and for the employment he had refuſed of going and 
preaching to Nineve :» Oh that God would truſt and 
enable him to do that feruice | he wou'd doit with all 
his heart, if he might be put upon it again, | 

Let the point be this : Gods children in their greateſt Dottr, 
and deepeſt afflitions ſhould keep their hearts in a 1®4{tre(s pray 
praying frame, to obtain grace and mercy to help in 
time of nced , we read a prayers of the aMicted when he 
& overwhelmed and poureth out his complaint before the 
Lord. Pſal. 102 1.and130,1, Outof che depths bavel 
| * cryeduntothee Ol ord, 4 
4 For reaſons, thus. 1. There is a Commandment to Reaſon. 1 
| call 1pon God tm the day of trouble, Plal, $0. 15, Not only Bn 
in proſperity but adverſity ,, not only if it be likely we 
ſhall get out of trouble, but againſt all likelihood , noc 
only if means be preſent, but if no means appear likely - 
to be had. \ 

2, There cannot be ſucha caſe of ſin, unworthineſs, 
and miſery, but the mediation of Chriſt can help ara 
cad lift ; Wharſoever ye ſhall 1k the Father in my Name, 
he will do t for you, The Father can deny nothing to the 
Son, nor to ſuch as piead in lus Sons merits 

3. The ſpirit ofgrace and ſupplication is giventhem 
On purpoſe, that they ſhould alway pray, and n0t wax 
weary ; he helps their wfirmitier, not knowing-what to pray 
us they ought 'y be bears up their fþi18t to hope to the ond ; be 
raiſcth ſighs and greans which cannot be w'tered, 

4. No affliction whatſoever can break aſunder the} 4,” 
tic between God and a Believer; Jonah at this time | 
| wanted. 
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, wanted neither ſin nor ſorrow, nor fear, nor care, what 
' would become of him; yet mark the word of appro- 
+ priation, he prayed co the « ora hy God, 

5. The covenant and promiſes are made ſo, as to 
ſerve our turn in the worſt condition that is, either of 
fin or ſorrow. Of ins he bath ſaid, / will 6/01 our thine 
mniquities, I will ſcatter them as a miſt, 1 will forgive : heir 
fin and remember it us mire, Of ſorrow he hath ſaid, / 
will be with thee in ſix tronbles,gund in ſeven, | will be 
with thee when thow paſſi eſt through the fire, and through the 
water ; and in Fl word, [ wil/ not leave rhee, nor forſake thee, 

6. The greater a trouble or danger is, the more we 
need to flec to God, and keep cloieto him, and hide 
with him , as hethat is caſt upon a rock at ſea, the more 
tke waves beat upon. him, the more careful he is to 
keep to his rock ſee Pſa/.61.1,2,3. 10 we, We are weak, 
bat he # a ſirong God : we are helpleſs, but he t a friend good 
enuph. 

Per. Al to reprove our fooliſhneſs, who in great afli&i- 

A fant tofa'mt ons ſuffer our ſelves to be ſo afraid with amazements, 
iy prajere that we neglect the duty of prayer, The heart is even 
bound up and ſo ſtraightned with fear,care and forrow, 

that we cannot lift up a prayer to the God of our lite 

_ and mercy : yet Jonah prayed out of the Whales belly, 
and amidſt all choſe incumbrances. 4Zeſes cryed to he 

Lord at the red ſea, when the people ſo murmured and 

were diſcontented. Damel prayedin the den of Lions, 

where every moment he was ready to be devoured, 

David prayed in caves, woods, mountains, in all his 

Night before Saw/ and Abſalm, He longed to come to 

the Temple and pray, butcould pray out of a Temple 

as well as.in it ; and Jonah here in great diſtrefſe looked 

roward the Temple, v. 4. no whit like thafgwho can 

never pray but whenthey ſtumble into @ Church, or 

when they are in ſome hope to receive wit they crave, 

0s, Oh but my caſc is bigher then worldly aflictions 


- 


The Prophefſe of Jonah? 
I have many and great fins upon me, and muchk' guilti- 
neſs which puts me out of heart. A»ſw. Jonah at this $0), 
time had ſinned hainoufly, and might be aſhamed to 
look God in the face, yet ſee how he ownes God for 
hu Ged, and falls to prayer, ſo did David, Daniel,Ezra 
other Saints, they ever prayed to God astoa God 


pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſsion, and ſin, And he is glori-gyQq 3 4.7- 


fied in this a& of mercy, as well as indelivering out of 
trouble and danger ;, and more, becauſe it is an a& of 
greater mercy, as he proclaimed before: Moſes. 

Oh but mine is an amazing evil, and ſo puzz'es me 
thatl cannot pray. Anſw, 1, Jon4hs.caſe hadas many © } 

amazements as any mans cafe lightly can have yet was **** 
not he puzzled, 2. It is a ſinful infirmity in-Saints that 
they were not able ſometime & pray, and to lift up 
their heads , and ſo they have confeſſed ir, Pſa/,77.10, 
Tſadus »y infirmity. And they checked themlelves 
for their unbelief, haſtineſs, ſaying, they were caſt out of 
his preſ. ce, and be was angry with their prayrr, Often we 
read in the”Pſalms how David upon theſe diſtempers 
fell to prayer again, 

Oh but lam unworthy to pray, or to be heard in Ok, . 
prayer, A.ſ», So was Jonah,and yet he prayed, and was Sv/, 
heard. And the Centurion, who acknowledged his un- 
worthineſs, yet had his ſuit granted.. And Gods Chil. 
dren whea they fall upon this work, do not go as wor- 
thy perſons, but in Chriſt they are —_ worthy ; 
and chat is all their pleading, In true and proper,ſpeech 
none but the Lamb. is worthy to rece:ye honor ard glory. 

Oh could 1 ſec any door of hope open to me! ſhould ; 
be-encouraged to pray Anſw. 1, God is abteto opena * , 
door, where in nature and in thy ſenſe there is none ar *®” - 
all. 2.Pray, and it ſha\l be opened, and chou ſhalt ſee . 
it, as Hagar who ſaw the we'l,of water. 'Lirtle did. Jo- 
ah chiok that che Whale ſhould vomic him our upon 
dry land, Little did {{raed think that thy ſhould go on - 
foot through the red ſea, or J1rdan. Oh 


Hſe 2, 


Deftr, I. 
God bears all 
£004 prayerss 


| The Propheſie of Jonah: 
Oh but 1 amafraid God is angry with me,and will dg 
nothing for ſuch a wretch ag] am. Azſw. It ts a certain 
rule, that God is ſometimes angry with his Children, 
bur never hates them ; as with Jo9»ah, angry but loved 
him ſtill. He ever loves his faithful ones, and in his love 
he will receive their prayers, as J9»abs, In Chriſt their 
perſons areaccepted,and in H15 mediation their prayers 
ſha!l prevail, 
| Hear thou afflicted, and never give over thy praying 
though in a fortorn cafe. Think whit Jonah did in the 
Whales belly, and among the weeds, waves, billows, 
noyſomeneſs. Think what it is to cry out of the deeps, 
when the floods of ungodlineſs made thee afraid, when 
the arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in thee, when a 
pluriſie comes or ſome dangerous diſeaſe : Try what an 


* hearty prayer can do, do not reſtrain prayer from the 


Almighty, nor give all for loſt : or4t thou haſt fainted as 
Jonah, yet pluck up thy ſpirits, and to it agaim. 

1ſſigns mextatio ſaith Mr.Guauer : He that before fled from 
the preſence of the Lord, doth now npon bis repent ance ban 
01: hims, ad will not let bim go without @ bleſring ,, even 4 
do thou : Amend every error, and mark this »orable 
change inthe Peniteat, 2 Cors 7.11, to ſorrow after a godly 
ſort works much carefulneſs, and fear, and zeal. Conſider 
for encouragement to prayer, while a Chriſtian finds 
an heart, God will findan ear to hear, and do, and 
ſave out of troubles; and ſtill che beſt is behind, Mark 
here what follows : 

I cryed, and be heard me ; again, 1 crytd, and thou heard- 


eft me. 

God will hear and regard all the moanings of his 
Children inprayer 3 why ? becauſe he is « (60d hearing 
prayer ; it is one ofhis Attributes, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt 
appears for them, and is a poweriul Mediator with his 
Father , becauſe good prayer i-the breath and'voice of 
his own boly ſpirttin his Childrenz becauſe they caſt 


a 


them: 


3 
| 
E 
; 


INS 


. ©. The Propheſie of. Jonah: ” 


they ſhall receive at his hands, as here Joneh. 


- But mark how be hears prayer,, 1.1n the kind of mercy 
which is deſired,as Jonah to be delivered out of the Whales 
belly; we out of fickneſs, danger, or any adverſity, 2, In 
ſomething that is as good or better, we (ha! haye grace 
fſufficiert for-s, ſtrong conſolation of.his ſpirit ; hereafter 
it ſhall come, but nat yet; our poſterity ſhall fare the, bec- 
ter for thoſe prayers: in the appointed time and manner 


all the yromiſes of God ſhall molt certainly be fulfilled. 


Now take this as an encouragement to prayer : Ak and 
Je ſhall have, ſeek ang ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened 


wnto youw, Cry as Torah, and thou ſhalt be heard as Jonah. 
every ſuitor at Court is not ſure to ſpeed of his Petition, 
-but believers are ſure to ſpeed, 1 Fob» 5, 15. we know that 
we have the Petitions that we deſired of hm. Anda begper 
will know the door where he uſeth to geta good alms. 
 Andifit be ſo, do .not miFconſter Gods delays, as if 
they were denials ſometimes he delays to give bis 4n- 
ſwer, but he never denies his children, It was three days 
and three nights ere Jo»«h got out of the Whales belly : 
he prayed the firſt day, but came not forth till the third, 
The woman of Syrophenicia ſped at laſt in her ſuir, bur ic 
was after ſome repulſes. Every viſion of comfort is for 
an apprinted times but at laſt it will $Þeak, and nor le, 


themelves upon-his 'mercy and faichfulneſs, becauſe. hell ; 
and the world is all againſt them , becauſe they have an ho- 
neſt purpoſe to: glorifle God with whatſoever mercies 


How. 1 


% #& 


But mark yet another thing : A godly man receives an Der, 2, 
outward mercy as a fruit of prayer, he ſces in the effe& We may know 


that his prayer is anſwered, and takes the mercy as the ®* 


income of prayer, he heard me (faith Jonah) and | ans deli- 
wired . ſo David, Pſal, 120, 1. 1n my diſtreſs Icryed unto the 


> 
o 


Lord, and be heard me. 
\ vaſt difference then there is in the godly mans re- 


ceiving mercies, and others, He receives it upon prayer, 


and by vertue of a covenanr, and p omiſes, and Ba part 
an p - 


We I, 


Amphpcatio 
prima, 


HE The Propheſie of Jonah: 
ofChriſts purchaſe, who makes requeſts for us in heaven z 
rayer aſcendeth, and deſcenderh, Others not ſo. 

And it teacheth godly Chriſtians to look after their 
prayers, that they may obſerye what anſwer ic pleaſeth 
the Lord to give, as Pſal. 8g.8. { will hearken what the Lord 
Ged will ſay, Praying is compared to ſowing of ſeed, and 
the Husbandman uſeth now and then to look to his ſowen 
felds, Only mark the laſt clauſe there, rermrs nor 10 folly ; 
A godly man muſt keep himſelf a godly man, and do the 
work of a godly man, or elſe may miſs of his anſwer, at 
leaſt for a time, as here. Jonah, | 


Ver. 3. 45 536. 


For thou haſt caſt me into the deep, tn the midſt 
of the ſeas, and the floods compaſſed me 
about ; all thy billows and thy waves paſſed 
over me. Then I ſaid, 1am caft out. of 
thy fight x yet Iwil look again toward thy 
holy Temple. The. waters compaſſed me 
about even to the ue s the depth cloſed 
me round about, the weeds were wrapt a- 
bout my head. 1 went down tuto the bot- 
toms of the mountains; the earth with her 
bars was about me for ever ; yet haſt thou 
* brought my life from corruption, O Lord 
my God. 


Here the Prophet amplifies his prayer by the greatneſs. 
of the danger whirelaty he was brought, che fiſhes belly, the 
belly of hell, the deep, the midſt of the ſeas, bottoms of monn- 
14ins, weeds, floods ard billows, Being eſcaped our of the 
danger, nevertheleſs he recounteth the danger wheretn he 
had been , as every godly man alſo will do, Nature ſeach. 
cl 


The Propheſie of Jonah, 


etha man to be. ſenſible of preſent evils, tfoubles and 
dangers ; but grace teacherh to mind old ones, as of which 
he hatha ſaving uſe to make, 'ſo did ] «cob, Gev. 32, 10. 
with nsy ſtaff 1 paſſed over tha Jordan , a poor and deſolate 
man; and Davsd, { followed th: Ews great with young : and 
Amo: tells how he had been a» Herdway, and had gathered 
Sycomore fruits, chap.7. 

Do ſo, Chriſtian, now that thouart ſetin a large place ,,,, 


out of thy troubles. There be theſe good uſes to'be made crewing there: ® 


of this recounting former evils, by. 
t. It will keep thee humble,and low in thine own eyes; 
though now increafed into two bands, mighty, high, pre- 
ferred before many of thy brethren, time was when thou 
waſt low enough 3 remember hd be lowly-minded, as 
God ſeems to ſer it down for a remedy againſt perking, 
Demt,$.2. Thow foalt remember all the way which the Lord thy 
God ted tbee theſe forty years in the wilderneſs, to bumble thee, 
ard to. prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldeft krep his Commandments or no, It is the great ſin 
of many a man, that he is lifted up wich preſent proſperi- 
ty, though ſometime he was in a very low eſtate, yet 
now that he is got into a mountain, he ſtands cracking as 
if he ſhould never be moved ; And none mult mind him of 
his old poverty or meanneſs; he that doth, doth break the 
peace, and ſometime it comes todaggers drawing , and 
much ado there is to be reconciled as friends ſhould be : 
Poſſibly chere may be a fault in ſuch twitting a man with 
his ancient poverty; bur Yer a godly man ſhould take ic 
well, ſo to further his humility , which it is hard to rerain. 
2. It will make and keep thee thankful for the comfor- 
table change which God hach made in thy eſtate ; as Jacob 
there confeſſed to the glory of God, and as 1ſrae! was re- 
quired to do, Dewt 8. x0 when they haſt rAten and art full, 
thou ſhalt bleſs the Luxd thy God, Thankfulnefs is a grace 
that will wither as ſoon as any flower in Our Garland, and 
needs to be thus watered, Remember the terrors of the 
P 2 late 
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? Mite. 
Recount old 


ſufferings, 


Uſe, 
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The Propheſie of Jonah. 
ſte wars, ſo to be thanktul for our preſent peace, Re: 
member the terrors of thy burning feaver which thou 
hadſt at ſuch a time, the Neepleſs nights, tormenting firs 
of the Gout, or. Stone, publick evils that lay upon the 
Church, or threatned it ſhrewdly, as in Queen Aaries 
time, in eighty cight, in the Gunpowder-plot and others 
whereof we may ſay as the Pſalmiſt, had nor rhe Lord been 
on our ſide, the proud waves bad gone over cgr ſoul ;. bleſſed be 
his holy.Name for ſo great deliverances, 

3. It will help to bear up your faith in expeRation of 
future delivcrances, as the Apoſtle.ſaid, God hath delivered 
from great death, and doth arliver, and.wetruſt alſo he will de=- 
liver, 2 Car,1.9,10. and David, He that delivered me from. 
the Lien and the Bear, wil deliver me alſo from tha uncircuns» 
ci{ed Philiſtize; ſo one of us, God bath helped-when .I was- 
as low as this comes to, this is not the firſt time that I was- 
in want or-danger : I remember-ſuch and ſuch a ftraighe, 
I cannot well be worſe.then-I was at ſucha time, and yer 
ic pleaſed God in mercy to ſend-ſeaſonable ſupply or de-. 
liverance , therefore in this caſe.alſo I will not taint, nor- 
caſt away my confidence , ſee. Pſal.77. 10, 11, 12, Gods ear 
3s not beavy, nor his hard ſhortmed, nor us he meary of beſtowing 
benefits, therefore truſt 1n bm ſtill, Still there. are: promiſes. 
and a covenant of.grace, and Chriſt a Mediator for me, 
and bowels of a Father, power, faithfulneſs, wiſdom, all 

divine-perfeQions , thereforefear nothing, 


, **And note by the way one part of the great gain of god- . 


lineſs. Godlinels takes advantage by every thing to pro- 
mote the main, whichiis ſanRification and ſalvation , rhar 
all ſpall work, tegether for good to them that love God, and are 
called accord: ng to by purpoſe ; Afﬀiiftions pa and preſent, 
yea and ſins too,to be the more humble and more wary for - 
time to come, whence we hear Jonah telling of his flecing , 
to Tarſus, and Part telling how he had becn a Perſecu- . 
tor, &C, 
T hin hadſt caſt me into the deep, 
Gods. 


The Propheſie of Jonah, T09* 

Gods own Child may be caſt into deep and great affli»-o Note. 
Rions ; as Jonah, Joſeph, David, other holy men who with- Sins ſome- 
out altdoubt were very dear unto God, yea his own on- ** deeph } 
ly begotten Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; he had one Son "ited. 
withour ſin, but none without affliction. 

And why ? though be love themall well, yet he will Ke4/- 
not make fondlings of them *: and though they be good in 
the main, yer they, have their faults now and then, and 
they need correion . wizneſs fozab at this time;:And they 
have their corcuptions, which need to be more mortified; 
and their graces muſt be tryed and made -more conſpicu- 
ous, which is not done but inthe furnace of affliction : - 

And the Devils mouth mult be ſtopped, who will be apt to- 
ſay as againſt Job, that they ſerve God meerly for proſpe- 
rity , who yet was true to God when he was ſtript of all, 

Therefore lerno godly man miſdeem his eſtate, becauſe © ,,.. 
he ſuffers ſuch and ſuch evile.. None can know love or batred x; m_ T.. 
byall that is before hiws , there be other tryals to know it, but aus 
affliftion 1s no tryal. And mark how J-»ah profeſſeth his. 
faich in God, even now when he thus amplifies his afli&i- 
on, The beit employment certainly in ſueh a ſad cond+ | 
tion,is, to find outthe ſins which occaſiored the. breach, 
and thoſe ends which God aimes at, This is. our part to 
look unto, and let God alone to do his part which will be. 
ſor good in the end, No Arrtilt mult have his work eſteem- 
ed by ſome particular piece of it. 

Neither miſdeem the eſtate of others who are ſo deegy "0-2: 
in ſuffering, as if they were ſmitten and rejeRed of God , 
which hath been the praQtice .of unbelievers,. Eſa 53, 3. 
or as if they were worſe then others, which is expref] 
cenſured by our Saviour, Luke 13.1,2,3,4-.. There 1s ſuc 
a cenſorious humor abroad, bur ye lee by this place how 
it is condemned.: And ye ſee how David was. wary not to 
offend this way, FIG: if 7 ſay. I will Speak thu (con- - 
demning the godly becauſe of afflitions) tebold 7 ſhould 
offend agairſt the generation of. thy children, And our rule is,. 

to., 


4 


' The Propheſie of Jonah. 


- tofetevery one ſtand or fall co bis own Maſter, ard who are 


| thou that ſndgeſt another mans ſervan ? 


Aug dt certit. 


Two things would be minded in theſe matters of pro- 
ſperity and adverſity. 
1. Agodly man is never the worſe, nor in more dan- 


. Ber for all his adverſity. Gold is gold chough ic be in the 


fire, Jonah is Jonah though he be in the Whales belly ; only 
the godly ſhould clear up his evidences at ſuch a time, 
that he is indeed a godly man : Recount che old grounds 
he went upon and former experiences, and fortifie againlt 


-unbelief, which in hard times is apt to be ſtirring, and 
. prepare for greater tryals then as yet he hath endured, and 


God may juſtly bring him unto : Old tryed blades may be 


' put to more hardſhip then tender ones ſhall be, 


2. A wicked man is never the better, nor in more ſafe- 
ty for all his proſperity. Drcſs is droſs though ic be laid 


-up ina ſilken bag. The Mariners eſcaped the ſtorm, and 


Jonah was caſt into the ſea , the only way for ſome in pres 


ſperity,is, to ſtudy this matter of godlineſs. If thou repent 


and become a ſincere worſhipper, all will do well, both 
proſperity and adverſity : it much avails not what a man 
ſuffers, but who ir is that ſuffers, and in the likeneſs of ſuf- 
ferings there is great unlikeneſs inchem that ſuffer. Oh the 


_ great force of godlineſs ! 


T bu hadſt cat me into the deep. It might be objected, 
the Mariners caſt forth Jozah into the ſea; how then doth 
” impute ir unto God ? A»ſw. 1, It was by the appoint- 

ent of J:hovah, that the Mariners caſt Jo9n«h into the ſea , 
God by lot ſo'defigned bim to be caſt forth. 2, In all the 


. deings of men God hath an overruling hand, not only to 
permit what they do, butorder all to the good of his Cho- 


len, as for Job, The Lord gave, ard the Lord lah taken 


away; and as in the paſſion of C briſt, all 44 done according 
. $2 the deternanate will and conrſel of God, 
A godly man inall the doings of men againſt him looks 
pp to the 


and of God appointing the affliRion , thou wt 
6s, 


The Prophefie of Jonah... 
caſt me into the ſea , the Lord hath bid Shimei to curſe, there 5s 


wo evil inthe City but the Lordhath deneit, Afvur was the Ls 


' Note, 


rod of hi wrath, and theſtaff of indignation i» bu band. ro God who 
A rod or ſtaff moves not but by the motion of another z «fli@eth. 


nor the batcel-axe. . 


ounded in the doArine of Gods providence, how it 
reacheth to all chings, ſmall as well as great, evil as well 


Amos,3.68, 
This the godly man conſiders, becauſe he is well _—_ z 


as good, particulars as well as the general, contingent as - 


well as natural and neceflary, and voluntary ations as 
well as fortuitous : and, how the Lord leaves the evil'to 
the. Agents, but reſerves the ſimple a to himſelf, and 


works out his own moſt holy and righteous ends which 


they never think of, as Joſeph told his brethren, Te wean 
it to evil, but God meant it for good, Gen,50.20, 

Which is utterly againſt the courſe of many who look 
.only to the inſtrument of their ſmart and ſuffering in an 
'kind, and wreak their diſpleaſure there, murmure rail 


or repine, it may be ſwear and curſe, becauſe ſuch and + 


ſuch have damnified them, or otherwiſe ſtood in. their 
light, Yet we read no ſuch word come out of Jozabs 
mouth againſt his Mariners : no, thox haft caſt me forth, and 
David was dumb becanſe the Lord did it, Plal.39.09, 


Oh bur it is meer malice that leads my Adverſary to Ob, 
ſay and do what he doth, but the Mariners were fair con- Sel, 
ditioned men, A»ſw, 1.1 ſuppoſe it was meer malice that 


led Shim: to rail at David, yet he ay the hand of God 
in the buſineſs. And meer covetouſneſs led the Cha/deans 
and Sabeans to plunder Fob as they did, yet he ſaid, the 
Lord hath taken away, God is ſtill righteous, who 'ordains 
thee a puniſhment, whatever the inſtruments be, 2. The 
more malicious thine Adverſary is, the more teſtimony of 
innocency thou haſt in thine own boſom, and ſo an argu- 
ment of comfort, 2 Cor, 1,12. our rejoxcing #5 this, even the 
teſtimony of our conſcience, David took comfort that his e- 
nemies perſecuted him withour cauſe, and ſo may others, 
Jbn 15.25. 


Learn - 


& from men... 
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ThePropheſie of Jonah. 
Learn then O Chriſtian,by an holy abſtra&mwn 'to look 
fartkerand higher then the wrong dealings of men , ac- 
knowledge God who hath let looſe their tongues and 
hands , it is he that permits them, orelſe they could nor 
ſtir a whit : he that ordained thee a puniſhment, or it thou 
'wi't, a chaſtiſement,for thy earthlineſs, duineſs in Religi- 
on, unmortified Paſlions, or other evils, True, the lot did 
not paſs upon thee as ir did upon Jah, bur in the aMi- 
ion there was the decerminate connſel of God fo or- 
dering : therefore ſay, Shall I not drink of the Cup which 
my Father hath put into my hand ? ſhould I ſpurn againſt 
the pricks,cither in doing or ſuffering ? | 
Out of the belly of hell cryed 1{, that 1s, outof a deep ſenſe 
-of the wrath and diſpleaſure of God for my fins, a good 
ſoul ſometimes apprehends the wrath of the holy Lord 


w, atmeſt God as due unto him for his fins: The pains of hell ger 


"th, 


8+. S[77< 


hu 


Plal-22.1, 


Reaf. 


{hold on bim, he ſuffers the terrors of God with a troubled 


mind, God ſeems to ſet him up as a+ Butt, againſt which 
.he will ſhoot all the envenomed arrows of his, 

Joxah here hath not only Gods waves and billows paſ- 
ſing over his head, thy billowsand thy waves, bur (as ic 
viere) the devils biſlows and waves. In the bottom of the 
ſea he is very near to the place of the damned only he is 
not adjudged thicher finally, nor faſtned there: ſoit bath 
been the caſe of ſome deſerted fouls ro conceive they 
were half in hell already, very fire-brands, veſſels of 


*xwrath, reſerved to the judgment of the great day : Ay 


God, my Ged, why kajt thou forſnken m:? why ſ{andeſt theu 
Af ar off 7 &rc. | 
Thus-.can the ſenſe of fin work, where there is not a 
preſent ſenſe of mercy. And this 1s the torce of a gu lcy 
Conſcience, yea or ofa tender Con{cience, where the Spi- 
'rit of comiort doth not preſently do his office; as it is 
ſometimes ſuſpended by the diſpenſation of Gods grace, 
for Diſcipline to be uſed among his Cluldren, + need the 
Witneſs of bus Sp.rit together with our ſpirits, to let 1s Roow we 
are 
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The Propheſi of Jonah: 


ard his Childrev ;, ad that our Conſciences bear ue witneſt intht 


hely Ghoſt, Rom. 8. 16. and chap. g, 1 


a 


upneR 


Bur what then ? do godly men fall into deſpair fome- Deſpair £942 
times? Axſw. Deſpair is eicher total and final as in Cain fels+ 


and J»das, or only partial and temporary, as in Hemay 
and ſome other godly men, And godly men in their 

reateſt deſpair can pray for mercy, as here Jonah our of 
the Whales belly, #h:ch he calls the belly of hell : and they 
ſhall find mercy as he, delivered out ofall, yea more, 


they had ſome mixture of comfort while they were in the 


belly of hell. Jo»ah remembred God when his ſoul fainted in 
hims, verſe 7. 1d even then be would lack again toward his holy 
Temple, ver. 4. \ p_ 

Al for che inſtruQtion of po men, who ſee by this 
how ſtri&ly and circumſpectly they need to walk, leſt the 
errors of God fall upon them , and if they be noc caſt in- 
ro hell, yet ſhall be made to believeſo : God ſometimes 
holds them by one leg to hang over hell; as ifhe meant 10 
throw them in, when they grow loole or idle in their 


Kk/, e Ll, : 


courle, and eſpecially ifthey grow ſcandalous, Take heed, yehurg. a.” 
it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God; and 1 —_ ; ha : 


:ndg ment begins at the bouſe of God, who never meant to 
Cel n sof Fi own children, wake 
And ifit be ſo, what will beconee of the ſinner and the wict= 
ed? where ſhall chey appear? how ſhall they be caſt into 
the belly of hell for ever, for all their impenicency and in- 
fidelity ? what other can be the fruit of all that ſecuricy 
and hardneſs of heart, which poſfeſſeth many of our peo- 
le? It is an horror to think what their end will be. He 
chat thinks deeply, wonld think ic an horrible miſchief co 
be three days and three nights wich Foxa :n a Whales bel- 
ly. with weeds and noyſomneſs, Bu: what miſery will ye 
thlok it to be for ever with devils, = che place where rhe 
worm dyes not, and the fire goes not ont ? 


I ſaid, | amcaſt ont of thy ſight, and my.ſoni fainted with- 
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Beaſe. 


Uſe, 1, 


Prov.1416, 


| The Propheſie of Jonah. 

He that before made nothing of it to flee from the pres 
fence of the Lord, now complains thathe is caſt out of his 
ſight , and he chat before was ſo hardy as to go direaly 
aSainſt the word of the Lord, now tells how his ſogl faint- 
s within him- No courage will hold out with a man 
which is not well founded in dependance on God, and in 
obedience to him, Self-will and ſelf-confidence will ſo0- 
ner or ater leave a man-in the ſuds, and in the mire, Pe- 
ter who relied too much on his own ftrength, had cauſe 
afrerward to weep bittely. ; 

I [aid 1 m8 caſt out of thy light, 

A good ſoul is ſometime jealous of Gods love to it : 
Oh I have reje&ted God, and God hath rejeted me, I 
doubt he will be »o more grea:oms, but hath ſhut up his lo= 
ving kindneſs in everlaſting diſpleaſure , and Job ſaid, He 
gonnteth me for bu enemy, 

Which comes to pls, partly by the weakneſs of faich 
which is in a Believer; / belzeve, Lordbelp my nnbelrf : 
Partly by the guilcineſs of ſome ſin bicherto not repented 
nor pardoned, or the ſenſe of pardon not yet come to his 
underſtanding, Partly by the tenderneſs of his Conſci- 
ence, loth to part with ſogreata good as the favour of 
God is ; reckoning and ſaying, /» thy preſence ts fulneſs of 
Joy, and the loving kindneſs of God #s better then life, Pal, 16, 
x1,and 63 3. 

For want of which tenderneſs of ſpirit, it is that vain 
and carral Chriſtians never doubt of the love of God to- 
ward them. They conclude it upon weak and inſufficient 
Srounds, and inthe ſame preſumption go on confidently, 
without fear or care to make ſure their Eleftion : brag 
how they are aſſured of Gods love to them, wonder at 
them that are ofa troubled or diltreſſed ſpirit, cry out 
upon the Miniſtery that hach 'been a means ro wound 
them, or courſes that have made them ſo melancholick , 
S» the fool ragethrand 14 corfident, Idle and formal Chriſtians 
get more aſſurance (ſuch as it is) then they that take moſt 

pains 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 
pains for it. A tender-hearted Chriſtian comes drugling 
after almoſt our of breath, and. much ado to keep bp his 
ſpirit, when the other went before fearleſly, and holds on 
ina flauncing faſhion, too fine:ta faſt alway, Our rule is, 


T15 


fo work out 01 ſalvation with fear and trembling, Take heed, Phil.z.1 2; 


there have been thoſe who have puffed or raged in: pro» 


ſpericy, and yer have fainted in adverſity, © | . 
Let che exhortation be to good and diſcreet Chriſtians, 


k 


carefully follow the great buſineſs of making [ure yur Calte 2 Pet 1.197 
71g and tletticy, grow up more and moretod the fnll affy- Hcb.io, 


raxce of faith, as 1n things incifferent, {6 about the love of 


God , let every one be fnlly perſmaded in his own mind:; what Rom.!4 6. 


is wanting to a weak faith, get it en by a conſciona- 
ble uſe of the means of, grace, ſuch as the Word, 'Sacra- 
ments, Prayer, Covenant, Promiſes, all the grounds of 
confidence which God hath given to work us to ſtrong 
conſolation, Heb,6,18, Eſpecially take heed of a ſcandalous 
ſin, which gaſhech pokes nn deeply , and of caſting thy 
ſelf out of Gods ſight by relinquiſhing duty, as here Jonab 
did : ſuch may thank themſelves for their deſertions, ſad 
eclipſes and jealouſies that ariſe in them; how ſhould it be 


otherwiſe ? 
My ſoul fainted within me. 


A good -ſoul ſometimes hath his fainting fits in reſpe& Mere. 


of faich and comfort, ſo had Barxch, Jer.q5.3. 7 fainedin 
my ſighing, ſo the Church, Lam, 5, 17. for chu our heart it 
faint. And not only for corporal wants and dangers, as 
thoſe that fainted for thirſt, or for the ſword , bur for ſpiri- 
tual conſiderations, Pſa/, 84.2, my ſ2ul longeth, yea ove 
fainteth for the living God, and 119. $1, wy ſoul fainteth for 
thy ſalvation, 

The reaſons. 1. The greatneſs or tediouſneſs of an 
aficion is aptto tire out the ſpirits ofGodschildren,wtp 
can bear no more, orno longer, and if God come nor 
timely to —_— would fail utterly, Eſar57. 16 Fornab 

pe 


was almoſt ſpent by lying ſo longinthe Whales belly, 
Q 2 2. Where 


x Amos 8 ig, 
Ezek.21. Ts I'$, 


Reaſon, _- 


Tis 


Fre.!8.14, 


Jens 8 


tſen, 


EO: The Prophefie of Jonah. 
2; Where the guilt of fin and the wrath of God meet toge: 
ther in a ſoul, uſually it makes foul weather, that it comes 
ſo far asto fainting. A wounded iþ;rit who can bear ? And 
this is Jonabs caſe ac this time; we may hear afterward, 
that be fainted for rhe heat of the Sun : but that was nothing 
ts this, where fin intervenes and makes the ſorrow far 
more intolerable | 

Teaching us wiſely and mercifully to conſider them that 
are of a poor firs: and ready to faint in the ſight of their 
fins, or fear of Gods diſpleaſure . ſome arcof a tender 
ſpirit, and ſhould be bandled cenderly. Rough ſpeakivg 
or doing would even quite over-ſer them. an _ 
them toadeſpairing faintneſſe, In ſuch caſes we ſhoul 
note and be render, and pour inoylto-heal their wounds ; 
ſodid Chriſt, Eſ.5 0.4. he {Pokg 4 word in ſeaſon to him that 
was weary. and it hath been ſaid, nothing doth ſo diſcover 
2 man to be) iricual, or according to the mind of Chriſt, 
as the gentle fandl of another mans wounds, 

But let theſe careful ſouls help themſelves. by ways and 
means which the Lord hath appointed.. As againſt bedily 
faintings we get hotwaters and other helps, ſo ſhould ws 
againſt theſe faintings of ſpirit : As thus , 

1. Get thy faith ſtrengthned as much as may be,Faith is a 
ſpecial reviver of the ſoul in evil times,P/.27,313.1 bad fair;- 
ed unleſs ] bad beliened to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the layd 
of the living , as how ? becauſe it draws vertue from Chriſt 
and from his intercefſion,who is a quickning Head + and 
from the promiſes and covenant which alſo have an enlj- 
vening power ; and it gives the poor ſoul a view of hea- 
ven to tetch life again, 2 Cor,4.16,17, 18. for which cauſe 
we faint not, but though our outward man per:ſh,zet the inward 
214 i renewed day by day ; fer our light affliction which us bat 
for a moment, worketh for us a more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory , while we look not at the things which are ſoen, 
614 at the things which are not ſeen 5 theſe temporal, theſe eter- 
"al, a ; 


2, Wai, 


© ww = way Ws SD 


and 


TheBPropheſie of Jonan, <<... 

'2, Wait upon God ia the diligent uſe of his Ordinan- 2, 
ces: theſe are the flagovs which ſtay a ſoul that is ok of Gant, 2 2 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, and ſee Eſa: 40.29,30, 31. he givers 
power to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaſeth 
ſtrength Even the you: hr ſhall faint- and be weary, and the 
young men ſhall mtterly fail: But they that wait upon the Lord 
ſhall renew their ftrength, they ſhall mnt mp with wings as 
Eagles ;they ſpall run and not be wiary, and they ſhall walk and 
wot faint, Chriſtians, ye converſe daily in Ordinances 
adde diligence and good conſcience, and your faintings 
will wear off by lietle and little. No ſuch Cordials as the 
Word and Sacraments well improved. 

3, Pray andit ſhallbedone, God is he that ſendeth th 
th:s faintneſsinco the ſoul, and-ic is he char muſt cake ir- 
away, Lev1,26.36, 1 will ſend « faintneſs wo their hearts , 

be chat wounds muſt heal _— He that caſt Fonah 
inco'the Whales belly, and .iaco the fainting firs, did ſer all. 
at rights again, 

I will look up again toward thy boly Temple , 1 remembred 
the Lerd, and muy prayer came wn unto thee , unto thine holy 
Temple. 

Here J-»ab amplifies his prayer by the hope he nou- 
riſhed amidft his great danger : he was not without ſome 
hope,even when be fainted moſt, and. thougbt himſelf ca(k 
out of Gods ſight : And all theſe three days and nights he 
was well employed, A good foul ar loweſt hath ſdme 
working toward God for comfort and deliverance, and 
ought to be well employed during the time of his affli- 


&ion. 
Yet 1 will look again t2ward thy holy Temple , that is, Hea» 


Ven. 
"& good ſoul from the belly of hell can look toward Note 
heaven, as here Jonah, No diſtance of place, nor lownels g,;,;,,; yy 
"of condition can hinder this proſpe&. Sreven amidit the yeaven, * 
ones looked upand ſaw ihe heaven open, and Jeſus 
ſtanding on the. right hand of »God» Meſes in. _ 
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14h: wrath and threats ſaw him that is inviſible, and endy- 
Ted all. Micaiah ſaw God ona throne, and was hardned 
againſt his meeting of wicked Abas, 

All from the nature of faith, which is the evideuce of 
things not ſen, By faith Abraham ſaw the day of Chriſt, and 
rejoyced, By faith he and the old Believers embraced the 
prom:ſes. By faith Paul and his fellow: Apoſtles /ooked nor at 
things ſeen which are temporal, but at things not ſeen 


which are eternal : and, They waiked by faith, not by ſight , 


that is, ſpiritual encouragements, not carnal. 

A good memen ofor a Saint in low condition, whether 
by ſickneſs or otherwiſe. Upward, upward ; below all is 
black and uncomfortable, but upward all is clear and joy- 
ous : Make ule of thy faith to carry thee far aboveall 
theſe tfmults, fogs and confuſions ; why a ſword by the 
ſide, and not defend againſt a thief? why faith in the hearr, 
and not ſtrengthned by it in threatning evils ? why as 
heartleſs and comfortleſs, as he that hath no faith to ſup- 


. port himſelf? Remember how David rated away his un- 
- belief, Why art thow caſt down O wy ſoul ? and remember how 
- our Saviour chode Peter for fearing,” hy aidſt thon doubt, O 


thou of /1tt le fat: h? 

Oh bur I have ſomething ſticks by me that is of an 
higher imporrance , my fins, which are many and great, 
Anſw. Sohad Jonah. at this time he had greatly ſinned a- 
gainſt God in refufing the ſervice impoſed, and ſaid he 
was caſt out of his fight ; but mark the adverſative, Yer I 


' will look toward thy boly Temple ; he would not ſeal his diſ- 


obedience with unbelief and impenitency, one ſin to ano= 


' ther, They ſay J-da did worſe by deſpairing then in be- 


traying his Maſter, And mark the word agar; he had cons» 


verſed with God formerly, and found comfort ' while he 


held on in a courſe of duty; but now upon this baulk 
made,the ſweet communion was interrupted : therefore 
be faith, again , ſo thou, though thy fins be many and 


; greats yet retwrs 3 yea though they be relapſes, yer agam 


Come 


The Prophefie of Jonah, | 115-  .? 
come to thy God by repentance, there is a promiſe for S 
healing owr backſlidings, Though man will not pardon Hol-14 4. 
faults by recidivation, yet God will, Jer,z 1. thou haſt play- 
ed the karlot with many lowers, jet return ag.im to me, faith the 
Lord, And if comfort come not preſently, yet look again 
as Jonah here : at thy firſt looking thou mayeſt milf of 
mercy, but look agary, it will come at laſt, at the laſt look- 
ing rain came according to the prayer of El1as, 

When my ſoul fa 'nted within me, 1 remembred the Lord, 
- ABelicver finds a good remedy againſt his fainting fits,” ay, 
to remember the Lord. Where note, Firſt, there is an Remidy againſt 
head-remembrance which ſtands chiefly in ſpeculatioh_ as fainting fits, 
that there is a God, that he is able co help us in miſery, : 
that he fees and knows our eſtate and can pur forth mer- 
cy and power for our relief; If thos wilr, thou canſt make 
me whole, Secondly,there is an heart-remembrance , when / 
we look upon God 4 e*r God and truſt in him, and caſt 
' our ſelves upon his care and love; to do for us according 
roonrneed , whether for ſoul, body or eſtate, 1 know , Tur r 
»h m I have believed, the defere of our heart i to the remens-« FTW 
b ance of thy name. | 

Oh but - David remembred God , and was troubled, 0; 
F[al.77.3. Anſw. David was now undera temptation, as 59/ 
appears by ver.10.1 ſaid it u my infirmity. But I ſay more, 
there is ſomething in God which may trouble even a good 
ſonl, namely his juſtice, his diſpleaſure at ſin, his revenre 
for ſin, ſometimes upon his own children , and thefe arm 
his other Attributes againſt the ſoul of a ſinner, 4:2, his 
holineſs, his power, bis wiſdom, his ſoveraignty, his pro- 
vidence and government; all terrible, where the guilt of . 
ſin lies upon the ſoul; which poſſibly might be Dawids 
caſe at this time, mine, or thine. 

Bur ler weak believers take this inſtruRion : when ye #X/e, 
fiad thele fainting firs coming, or already come upon you, 
remswber the Lord and ſtay your hearcs on him , remember 
him in that form,& in thoſe relations,as be ſtands _ Be= 
| ver, 


Note, 


Uſer, 


| The Prophefie of Jonah, 
liever. Remember him as the Lord'i» covenart, as the Lord 
thy righteouſneſs, as the Lord” merciful and gracioe, as the 
Lord pardoning iniquity tranſgreſſion and fin, as the Lord that 
bears a mrft watchful exe of eare and providence over thy 
perſon and eſtate, that remembers his covenant, and th 
frailry , and knows when a deliverance will be moſt ſeafo- 
nable : Thowgh 4 Mother forget her Child, yet will not I forget 
thee, ſaith the Lord , yea though we forget duty as ſonahb 
did at this time, yet will he remember co be graciow, And 
though we know not what to do for our own deliy. rance 
inany kind, yet he knows well enough. and will do it for 
us : he knows to deliver the righteous out of trouble, 
My prayer came in unto ther, snto thine boly Temple. 

"Good prayers uſe to- come up before God, and get a 
merciful conſideration, as Jonahs, Salomons, Hezckiabs, 
Cornelius, others, The reaſon is, Chriſt takes the prayers 
and preſents them to his and our Father, Rev, 8, 3, 4. Iti; 
one chief part of his Prieſtly Office, interceſſion as well as 
ſatisfaRion, and he will be ſure rodoitto theuttermoſt , 
he appears for us, and makes requeſts in our behalf, 

An encouragement to be muchand often in prayer. Is 
it not a ſpeedy way? Every good husband will inſiſt in 


'the way wherein he may thriveapace : and .ſo ſhould a 


Chriſtian in the way of praying. Audience in prayer is 


one of the priviledges which belong to a Belicyer;and one 


of Gods Attributes is, that he is a God hearing prayer, 
And it teacherth a Believer when he hath made his 
prayer to the God of his life and nzercy, to reſt aſſured he 
ſhall prevail one way or other, as here, Jy prayer came 
uxto thy Temple, and elſewhere, We know we have the Periti- 
ons we ath of him, and be will ſpeak peace to bis people. For 
why ? it is his promiſe, Ak and ye ſhall receive, ſeckand ye 


ſhall fin!, Fc 


Ver, 


The Propheſie of Jondh, 
Ver. 6.8, 10, | 
Thou haſt brought up my life from corruptiong 


£3 O Lord my God. They that obſerve lying 
2 vanities, forſake their own mercy. But 
FT I il ſacrifice unto thee with the voice of 


thankſarving, Oc, 


Here the Prophet amplifies his rages by the effeRt it 
had, namely his deliverance our of that great danger, 
T he haſt brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. 
And this 4s farther illuſtrated, r, By the contray in ſdolg. 
ters, who mile of mercy becauſe they ſeek not to the true 
God, » 8. 2, By thethankfulneſſe he means to ſhew for 
the deliverancey v.9. 3 By the particularizing of the de- 
lirerance, and how it was effeRed, v.10. EE. 


Parts. 


Thea haſt brought uy my life from corruption, O Lord my 


God. 
There be many in.this company that may truly ſay, 


God hath brought np my life from corruption : at ſuch a time 
I was very likely to die, I had one foot in the grave, I had 
made my Will and bid farwel co all the world, yetir plea- 
ſed God toadd more time co my days, | amyet in the 
jandof the living among old friends and neighbours ; and 
the time that remains in the fleſh, I ought, and partly 
have promiſed to ſpend inthe ſervice of God, better then 


formerly. But _ 
Whether do ſpeak thoſe words in way of hearty and 


ANiote. 


Aſc. 1. 


real thankfulneſſe, or only in form ? have1 ſerious purpo« Exemine whos 
ſes indeed to improve this life of mine for the ſervice and ther «clivered © 
glory of God ? or, do I now think of thoſe vows and pur- 
—_— t If Ido, do l put forth 

rs to bring them into a ? 
did 
the 


ſes, to perform them e 
Ny beſt 7 trueſt endeav 
when Joh«b bad cſcaped bis g ru danger, he went and 
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W betber by 
general mercy, 
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Aeb.32.25) 
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the meſſage though to as great a danger, When Hezek 1h 
bad been tick and recovered, he ſet to praiſe the Lord all 
the days of his lite. Now theſe examples are written for 
our in{truction todo the like, as bad examples are to be 
avoided, ſo good examples are to be followed, 

And if we do not, the deliverance out of danger will 
prove only a common mercy that comes of the general 
providence of God, whereby be ſaves man andbeaſt, and his 
Sun ſhizes and raix falls oy good and bad,” True, Jehovah raiſed 
thee out of thy great fit of ſickneſs, or ſome other miC. 
chief; but thou canit not yet ſay,the Lord my God : and yet 
that is the only right receiving of mercies, when one is 
able to ſay, T box ha/t brought up my life from corruption, 0 
Lord my God. There is a vaſt difference between theſe two, 
Saved by the true God, and ſa ved by the Lord my God, Con- 
ſider the word eſþecrally in 1 Tim 4-10, he i the Saviour of 
all me», efþecially of them that believe. | 

And ler all fall cloſely upon this point, to make it ſure 
to our own ſouls, The Lora my Ged, My Lord, and my God, 
ſaid Thomas, my Redeemer ſaid J-b ; he loved mie and pave 
himſelf for me. 1 pray what think ye ? is itnot great diffe- 
rence to ſay, Agood ſumme of Gold and Silver, and, 
This is my Goldand Silver ? even ſo is it here, A man 
may be poor enough, though he ſee heaps and treaſures 
of money; ſo in ſpiritual treaſure, Know the only happi- 
neſs fands in the appropriationgmy.Ged ; Bleſſed are the peo- 
ple that hawe the Lord for their God, Plal.144.1F5. 

In theſe Ordinances therefore the main deſign of Chri- 
ſtians ſhould be to.make Chriſt ſure to their 1ouls,and ſo 

be able to ſay, my God, my Saviour, my Redeemer, Him we 
preach as the chief matter of our pains-taking, and in his 
Name we make offers of the favour of God to beth God, 
and thine, and thine, Now receive not the grace of Ged in 
wi; be ſure to do this buſineſs, which is the main buſineſs 
to be done, and if it be not done, this thy God will one 
day prove a conſuming fire, who. though be hath brougt 
| Bp 
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up thy life from corporal corruption, yet not from eter. 
nal, | SED 

But come we now to the illuſtration from the tontra- 
rY : Idolaters miſs of mercy, becauſe' they ſeek not the 
true Gud ; 7 hey that obſerve lying wanities, forſakg their own 
mrrcy Jehovah brought up Jonahs life from corruption, Feko« 
vah heard his prayer and delivered him, of Jehovah u [alvati- 
ox ; the true God did all, but the idol-gods can do none 


of theſe things, they are vanities and teachers of lies, and Hab.z tg. 


will deceive all thoſe that truſt in them and call upon 
them. - | 
© But] comprehend under the name of lying vantter. 

1, The idols of the Gemti/es which the Mariners-prayed 
urito, every one to his god. Had not Jo»ahs God delive- 
red chem, they had becn all drowed in the ſea'; none could 
ſave as the God of Foxah and of the Hebrews, who is alſo 
che God of us Chriſtians, | 

2, Thoſe carnal reaſonings wherewith Jonah was ſway- 
ed to leave Nineve and flee toTa##/t, whereof he tells us 
inchap.4. 2. and now he recantsafl, profeſling to adhere 
to the true God only. Such carnal reaſonings we all have, 
and are to exalt high thoughts againſt the obedience of Chriſt, 
Religion with many is meaſured by meer policy, credic, 
multitude, chriving.in the world, and che like ; /ying yan- 
ties all of them as to the ſoul;and in Gods matters. : 

Yet farther, all ſuperſtitions are /} '»g vanines; that is , 
humane inventions .put for Gods worſhip, P/a/ 4o. 4, 
They turn aſide to lyes ; And all Aſtrological predi@ions in 
Moon-prophets, who tell of Jucky and unlucky dayes, 
FJer.10.2, And all forms of Religion in hypocrites, they 
Compaſs God about with lyer, Heſ 14,12, Andall good things 
of this life in worldlings, who purſue them immoderarely 


Lying vanities; 


what. 


2s 


8 Cor.lo.s, 


6 


and inordinately 3 Yan: y of vanities, all @ vanity, And Bcel.1.2, 
all luſts in profane perſons called decerrful luſts, Eph.4, 22, 
and we read of 4*ce:vab/neſs of #nrightcouſneſs i them that 
periſh, 2 Theſ, 2.10, 
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Mat $.12, 


Dottr, 
Reaſ, 


Luke 8 4.3 I, 


He 1. 


Terror toſond 


Profeſſors. 
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what the obſer | Now anna 4 as theſe yaniries are obſerved mÞre or 
wing of them, 10's 


by . pPra->._ —- . oe 
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;, ſo mercy « forſaken. Profane and impenitent pros 
obſerve theſe lying vanities coreÞy and finally, and fo they 
altogether loſe the mercy of God, having their portion 
this life , but godly Chriſtians who obſerve chem but s 
liccle, and only for a while, do miſs of ſome mercy the 
_ enjoy; as we ſee in this terrible balk which Joyab 
made. | 

But why is it called their ow» wercy? Anſw, Becauſe ic 
belonged co them, ir was tendered co them, they mighe 
have had ir, they ſhould have taken ir, and not let it £0 
for the beſt advancage in the world. So the Jews are call 
ed the ch:1urex of che Kingdom , that is, thoſe that belong- 
ed primarily to the Church and fayour of God, But ſee 
the like oppolition in L«ke 16.10,11,12. 

The words are a dotrine, They that obſerve lying van- 
ties, for ſake their own mercr, The reaſon is, mercy is baſel 
underyalued, and vanitics preferred before ic. Though it 
be a precious mercy, a. ſoul ſaving Mercy , undeſerved, 
free, rich, che fountain of all good in earth and heaven; 
though it be renewed ina coſtly way of Chriſts blond, 
which is morethen the creation of man and the world, 
though ic be publiſhed and offered in the miniſtery, Take 
Kt, iris your own, be reconciled to God and all ſhall do 
well, though God be very patient after many of your re- 
fuſals, yet Riu vanities ſhall be obſerved, and purſued as 
the chief good : 3 juſt forfeit, the Lord will not endure 
the diſparagement of his mercy, the King 45 4»gry when 
the Gueſts would not come to his Supper, ſaying, Not oze 
of thew that were b;dden ſhall taſte of my Supper, 

W hich may ſerve for great te:ror to many: Oh that 
they might be convinced of their great folly, and. hum» 
bled, and work wiſely hereafter for the welfare of their 
poor ſoul: ! | 

1. Here is extream folly ſhewed, thus, Mercy is mag- 
rified in general, buc forſaken when it comes to mes 

TI'g-<- 


Thy Propheſie of Jonai; _ 
lars in the praQice ; and when the main Rtroke is to bI 
Nruck, it is left as no good bargain, as if the ſalvation of a 
ſoul were not indeed a my co be ſtood upon, never is ie 
weighed well till the day of judgment, when it will be too 
late. Chriſtand his ſalvation are liked well, and preſu- 
med on, bur loſt for trifles : and loſt with a kind of wil- 
fulneſs, it is not ſaid here that they loſe mercy, bur for- 
e it, 
" Theſe vanities will one day be ſeen to be altogether 
unprofitable, rhat they cannot profit nor delryer, becauſe they 
are vain, 1 Sam,12, 21. Yain to have had pleaſure in this 
life, or a-_ wealth cogether, orclimbed upto bonors, 
* or to have ſo. drudged about the world, as if Religion were 
no calling for a Chriſtian, Then they will ſay,Whar hath 
pride profited us, or any of the other > when the ſoul is. 


Joſt, aud the ſhame and miſery comes, they will call the moun- Rem.6,u1c 7} 


Pay 


=# 


rarns to fall upon them, and the bills io cover them ; Oh hide us Rev 6416, 


from the preſence of the Lamb. 

3. Whata confounding /ye will it appear, when theſe 
vanities appear in their own colours ? when the man finds 
himſelf diſappointed of his hopes,and mercy loſt roo : no 
full contentment by his luſts and pleaſures, when moſt 
fully enjoyed ; no olidity in #ll his cavils and carnal rea. 
fonings. mouy pleaded ro the loſing of mercy, as here 
by J--ab. At that day mercy will be found to be the por= 
tion of good ſouls only, who love and fear God , andat 
that day it will appear to have been limiced wi h certain 
conditions, which at "queen's overlooked, and altoge« 
ther negle&ted, Theſe conditions for receiving mercy 
were delivered warily by good Preachers, though others 
could daube and $skin them over. And they were told 
whata mortal variance there is between mercy and theſe 
lying vanities, but would not lay it to heart, 

Oh that now men and women were aſhamed, as one 
day they mult be } now it would be to ſome purpoſe; they 


might be converted and ſaved, as the Prophelic _ of 
en 


Je | 


J-, 
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Converts in the latter days, Ezek. 16.63. they ſhall be aſha- 
med'of their doingt, but in that great day it will be too late, 
it ſhould have been done before-hand, 

Chriſtians, be exhorted to be tender and chary of the 
mercy of God roward you, and do not exchange it for va- 
nities. Ye ſee it may be forgone and forſaken, and the 
way how it comes about , beware of /y;ng vanuies, no wiſe 
man will let go his Land for points and counters ; and 
conſider withall, 

I. This mercy is ſucha thing, as the worſt among us 
do.ſeem to crave and magnifie ; Oh they hope God will be 
merciful to them; and ifhe ſhould not be me-ciful at laſt, 
they were ina ſadcaſe : Ob, mercy is all in al';what ſhould 
a ſinner do without mercy ? it is our life, it is our ſalvati- . 
on, it is our all, The more ſhame, if poor creatures let ir 
g0 ſo lightly, as *cis to be feared many do. 

2. Conſider the qualities of this mercy : It is infinite, 
it is tender, it is free, it isrich and abundant, and cvery 
way worth the keeping. The mercy of the moſt loving 
man or woman is cruelty in compariſon. Gods mercy is 
-g the only ſaving way to raiſe up ſinners: He gives know- 
ledge of ſalyation to his people by the remiſſion of their ſins, 
through hus tender mercy, or the bowels of his mercy, Now who 
. of us would loſea dear friend for a few pins or points ? 
; Beware of thjs extream foolery, 

3. Mercy colt the Lord dear, before he could make 
your mercy, or you could call it your own mercy. Though 
it'be free in reſpect of his love ſo orderinga way of re- 
. conciliation, yet it is not freein reſpe& of «.hriſt and his 
. ſufferings, Itcoſt him great drops of bloud , ſcourges, 

fears, ſorrows, manif''1d indignities , he found it no eaſie 
matter to-procure mercy for ſinners. And ſhould it now 
' be prodigally ſquandred away, and all for trifles? what, 
ma-e a great purchaſe by expending a great ſumme of 
money ,and idly forfeit it again? 

4: Whataterror one day will « be, to haye-it as your 
own 


The Prophefie of Jonah. wap 
own mercy and let it go ? to have it merited, offered, ſeal- Py | 
ed, applyed, rejoyced in, yet loſt when all is done? to taſte Aeb.6.s, E, 
of the powers of the world to come, and yet fall away, and loſe 

all for a little.caſe,or wealth, or other vanity ? whac Boy 

hath a bird in hiy hand, and lers him fly away in hope ro 

catch him agaiff? Oh who can pity or help that ſoul which 

thruſts away his ow#n mercy ? 

5. Worldly comforts are.not or own in com pariſon, 
nor worthy to be owned ; they are but clouts, and acci- 21 
dentals to ſpeak off, they are eaſily and uickly. put off, 
forfcited,lolt, conſumed, remembred with bitterneſs when 
they are gone. Riches taky them wings, and fly toward hea- 
ver; Pleaſures many tirge end.in pain, Honors go out 
with a ſnuff, And at belt, theſe things give not content- 
ment as they promiſed, 7 here 4 lye in my right hand, ſaith 
the Idolater, E/4.44.20. in my eye,fath the wariton, in my 
. heart ſaich,che coverous; in my courſe of life, ſaith the pro- 
fane,or the hypocrite. : : 

6. If good things be ſuch /y:»g vanities, what ſhall we 6, 
ſay of luits, of will-worſhips, ſtar-gazings, and the like ? | 
how will theſe lye, and deceive, and do a miſchief ? what 
will be the end of groſs and — fins irv many? ſhall 
they find mercy at the hands of God? it is impoſſible, 
God reſerves mercy for them that make a better uſe of it: 
for veſſels of mercy, in this life veſſels of his praiſe,and by 
grace fitted for Slory. ; | 

Laſtly, for carnal reaſonings, let all godly men. take 
heed by Jonahs example, who was almoſt drowned in 
Gods mercy, when it was perverted to declining of duty. 
Yeſee how he fared; beware of halting a little, 'or tor 


awhile, 


Proy,33.% 2! 
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Ver. 


OY 


af :bankſulneſe, 


77 | rhe Prophefie of Jonah, 
| Ver. 9. 10. 


1will [acrifice unto thee with the woice of thankſgiving, 
Twill pay that that I have wowed , ſalwation us of x þ 
Lord.: And the Lord ſpake unto the fiſh,and it vom:- 
ted out Jonah «pon: the dry land. 


Of ſacrificing to the Lord we ſpake on chap.r, r6. as al- 
ſo of making vows. And onv. 17, we ſpake of the power- 
ful and preſent providence of God, how ic reacheth to all 
the creatures, even the fiſhes of che ſea. Therefore the 
leſs is to be ſpoken now. 

But for: farther edification .note thus : There is much 
difference: between the purpoſes of che godly and the 
wicked in regard of afflitions. 1. The wicked purpoſe 
well while under the rod, and in great danger; the godly 
when they have now eſcaped; viz. Jonah was now got out 
of ſhipwrack, and ſaith he will ſacrifice and pay vows : buc 
af the Mariners we hear no more, A man hereby ma 
gueſs ſomething of the frame of his hears 2. The wicked 
wake yowr, but the godly ſay they will pay their vowy In caſe 
of revenge perhaps, or of ſome wickedneſs, a wicked man 
willdo it becauſe be hath vowed it gas he ſaith, butin caſe of 
religiouſneſs he will take more leiſure , and think of ie 
ren times,0> an hundred times, before he will do it once, 
There is another tryal of your hearts» 

I will ſacr'fice with the v11ce of thankſgiving, 

So David ſometimes, / will offer unto th e bullocks and 
lembc,and tell of all thy wondrous wor kozCome children, [will tefl 
you wha: be bath done for my ſoul, T will not bide bu rightc- 
exſneſs, and bis doings from the great Congregation; 1 will 
praiſe the Lord among the faithful, and in the aſl, embly, 

A godly man ought to be thankful for mercies, and to 
uſe expreſſions of his thankfulneſs, Indeed the _ od 

6 ank- 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 
thankfulneſs lies in the heart and they are hypocrites who 
are all in good words : but where the heartis right, and 
indiring a good matter, the tongue may well be allowed 
to be the pen of a ready writer; yea, mult interpret the 
mind in way of thankfulneſs. . 

OSthis ſee ſomething in Pſal, 37. 30, 31. The month of 
the right eons iPeaketh wiſdom, and hu tongue talketh of judge- 
ment. The law of his God & in hu heart, none of his ſteps ſpall 
ſlide. Eph, 4 29. Let no corrupt communication progged out of 
Jonr mouth, but that which « good th the uſe of edifying., that it, 
may miniſter grace to thg hearers. Col.,4. 6, Let your Speech be* 
alwayes with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, that ye may know how ye 
enght to anſwer every man, 


Which ſerves to reprove the barrenneſs of good ſpeech 


IH 


that appears in.ſome of the godly , thankful oh mer» Keproof, 


cies of God, prize them, meditate on them, ifte the 
love from which they come, and mean to follow on in a 
way of real thankfulneſs according to their calling ; bat 
fail in this, that they utter not rhe woice of thankſgiying 
when and where it concerns them ſometime to teſtifte 
their graticude, or ſpeak to the edification of others, A 
faulr, and.ſhould be mended : 4 $ood man ont of the treaſ"1re 
of bus beart ſhould bring forth good thing: ,, not only actions, 
but ſpeeches. How elſe ſhall the lips of the righteous feed 
many ?-or how ſhall Idolaters be confronted , profane 
perſons brow=Beaten, or religious friends edified , Excited 
unto the like chankfulneſs, provoked to be active as well 
as our ſelves? but a-meer dulneſs muſt lic upon our ſp 
rits, to be very little ſerviceablein our generation, or in 
the place of our abode. | 
Iconfeſs there is roo much tattle among ſome that pro= 
feſs the beſt things , either for cenſoriouſneſs, or running 
over Town and Country in 1ſcourſe, ſuch as it is, and ic 


Mar,1 2.3 $& 


were well if ſome talked leſs, except ir were to the pur- = p 

pole, for edifying iq godlineſs. Take heed, Chriſtians of _—_ — 

; bath ſexes, and remember this voice of thankſgiving ; _ ry fis Ay" 
; S | old 
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- bondto 


' * The Propheſie of Jonah. 
hold your peace,or ſpeak things better then ſilence, that 
is, things uſeful in one kind or other, 

I will pay that that I have vowed, 

A godly man is careful to do for God as he hath _-_ 

ers to 
anſwer his engagement, Now and then he runs in debt 
with God by promiſing, and is ſo honeſt as to pay his 
debts 3 as J-»ah herg, ſo David in P/al. 119, 106. 1 have 
ſworn, aud 1 will perform it, that I will keep thy righteoms 
Judgment. ; 

The reaſon is» 1. God commaggds to be as honeſt in 
performing, as we ſeemed religious in promiſing + Yow, 
and pay to the Lord your God, / ſal.76. 11s 2, God expets 
the performance of lawful vows and promiſes, as from 
Jacob, Geng 5.1. 3, A good ſoul feels it ſelf bound with a 
oas he hath ſaid, / have fpoken, and cannot go back , 
ſaith Jep:hah, ſee N»m.30.3; 4. Av it feels a bond tying, 
ſo it finds a-grace enabling, and putting onto the perfor-- 
mance, Believers arc 4 w/lmg people, each of them ſaith; 
Thy law 6 within my heart ;, | willing and give praiſe, and 
offer ſacrifice. . 

What Chriſtians then are they who are free in their 
vowing, but ſlack in their performing ? for inſtance, the 
ſick promiſes of ſick men, who in danger of death talk of 
great mactefs if chey may recover, but upon recovery do 
little or nothing as they ſaid : the Miniſter ahd other 
neighbours car-1ee no amendment, and their own con- 
fciences tell them they have bur dodged with God; and 
God who is greater then their conſciences, hnows the 
did but flatter with their double hearts and tongues : al 
was ſelf, and the getting out of his hands. So they live to 
increaſe their ſin, and his wrath for fin, if they had dyed 
of that ſickneſs, they had had leſs guilt upon -their foul 
ſouls, and leſs puniſhment to be enduredin heli. - 

Take heed , and receive the word of exhortation : If 
there be any truth ig thy beart, ſhew it by paying _ 
tou 


The Propheſie of Jonah, 
thou haſt vgwed. Upon recovery, or eſcape, or receiving 
of a child,or whatever drew forth thy vow, remember and 
be ſure rodoit. Jo:ahs example is here recorded for thy 
imitation ; Go, «1d do thow likewiſe, Thou ſayeſt thou arc 
honeſt; now every honeſt man will pay his debts ſo far as 
he is able , and ſo wilt thou if honeltindeed, 

Andit is well known, that the thing vowed is fit to be 
done : As for example, 

1, Thy whole ſelf, dedicated and devoted to God in 
Baptiſm , and the vow isafcerward renewed in affliion, 
or at the Lords Supper, or at a Falt, Neh,9, «lr, and it is a 
mercy that thou art engaged to God as one of his family, 
of which he takes care, and on which he hath ſetled many 
bigh priviledges ; and thou ex peReſt all thoſe benefits. 
But remember, covenants uſe to be reciprocal,>and bind 
both parties, ſo here, If God muſt be bound, thou muſt not 
be looſe, h | 

2. All the obedience which poſſibly chou canſt yield 
unto God , to be loved nith all thy beart, and all thy ſoul, and 
all thy mind, and all thy ftrength. We place not lawful vows 
in Cownſels, but Precepts, all to be done conſcionably, and 
in an entire manner, mt /u/t with the heart, &c. And it will 
be both thy ſincericy and ſafery, to aim ac an univerſal 0- 
bedience, Pſa. 119. 6. Then (hall 7 mt be aſhamed when ! 
have r: Sþett 10 all thy Commandments. | 

. What remains but that-every one remember hiis vow, 
and pay it to the Lord his God? Andif any mean indeed 
to do it, let us bave no more delays as formerly. When 
thou haſt vawed awow to God, defer not topay it, Eccl.5 4, De- 
ly breeds danger. One place ſhall conclude this point, 
Denr,£3.21,22,23. When thou ſhalt vow 4 vow unto the Lord 
thy Go, tho ſhalr n1t ſlack to payit ; for the Lord thy God will 
[wrely require it of thee, and 8s: wonld be (in in ther, T hat which 
# gone ont of thy lips thou ſhalt keep aw! perform, even a free» 


w.1l rffering 4 cording 4 thou haſt yvow'd unto the Lord thy . 


Ged, whrch thou haſt promiſed w $5 1hy month, 
$ 2 Sal- 


131 


Latelo 371 


I22 
Note, 


>4ign, 


Mat.1.31+ 


Hſe, 


Pſa!.G68, 9. 


vows — «ey 4. 19, God-.is che Author of ſalyation to his people. 
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Salvation ts of the Lord, Or, Salvation belongeth anto the 
Lord, Pſal. 3.8. Or, He the God of our ſalvation, Pſal, 68. 


1,- Temporal ſalvation, as bere Jonah , the good man 
confeſſeth with the voice of thankſgiving, that this his e- 
ſcape out of the ſea and Whale is meerly of the goodneſs 
of God, none could do itj but God alone, nor for us 
when we are ſick or otherwiſe grievouſly afflicted. God 
i, and beſide him there ts no Saviour, Efa,40,11, namely out 
of bondage in Egypt, out of the captivity of Babylon, and 
other dangers. 

2. Spiritual and eternal ſalvation, as to all the Ele, 
who were never in a Wales belly, but ina worſe caſe by 
far, Feb, 5. 9. Chriſt became the Amboy of ſalvation to they 
that obey ym, He is Jeſus, and ſaves his people from their 
fins , from the damnaiton of their ſins, from the curſe of the 
La», the wrath of God, and the brimſlon: of il. 

'Which inſtruReth unto thankfulneſs; as here we ſee in 
Torah , nowdelivered from death, who bleſſeth God for 
his deliverance» Say thou alſo, Bleſſed be the Lord who load- 
eth #s daily with benefits , eyen the God of our ſalvation. 
1. They are ſweet and precious benefits , health our of 
ſickneſs, freedom from priſon , and other comfortable 
changes. 2. There is plenty of them, a /oad of benefits 
with great varicty , and to our freat contentment, 
3. Their continuance, d«i/y benefits, and more every day, 
and-nighr, and hour, and moment of our lives, 4. The 
extent of them, or how far they reach w- , that is, all the 
people of God, and all the creatures in general, God is a 
Sreat BenefaQor and Houſe-keeper, and ought according- 
ly to be magnified. Remeniber, and do. Theſe are ras iſh- 
ing and filling meditations to them that ſhall duly -conſi- 
derthe courſe of providence. 

Bur eſpecially to them that are heirs of eternal ſaſvati- 
on. Think what it is to have Chriſt for a Saviour, and 
what it is to have eſcaped thoſe helliſh enemies, and 

Came 


The Prophefie of Jonah. 193. © 
Ga—_— _— on c_— Say with Mc Laker.46s } 
ry, My ſoul doth magnifie the Lord, and my iÞ:rut rejoyceth un : 
Gel me Sawtonr ;, Say as Paul, Bleſſed be > 4 God and Faber of Rph.1.3; t 
ont Lorl Jeſus Chritt, who bath bleſſed me with all Sfiritual of 
bl:fings in heavenly places in him , and as Peter, Bl:ſſed be God® Fo 
who'according to his abundant meroy hath begotten me apain & 
wyto a lively hee by the reſnrreftion of Jeſus Chriſt from the * ©&.1.3: 
dead, toan wheritance incorruptible, cc, Theſe are good 

forras of thankſgiving : but che matters are infinitely pre- 

cious, and highly to be prized. 

2. It ſervesto comfort good and thankful ſouls ; as the #/e 2. 
bleſſed Virgin rejoyced in God i er Saviour, There is come Comfer;. 
fort in an o*tward deliverance, ſuch as 88, or 1605, but 
much more in a ir«#«al, from fin and Satan, and all thoſe 
woful torments ; ſo the joy ſhould be heartier,and purer, 
and enlarged abundantly toward the Author, Yſal, 32,11, 

Re;oyce inthe Lord ye right eons, be glad and ſhout for jy, all ye —_ ; 
' that ave wpright in heart, Not ſimply the gifr, but the Gi- — 
ver, to be highly magnitied ; Rejoyce 1» the Lord alway, and 

again I ſay rejoyce, Theſe are good diſcrim'nations frem . 
carnal joy, fo to look tothe benefir,and by it to the Foun- 

der; as David, when he had ſung che works of God, con- 

cluded, My meditation of h:ms (hall be ſweet, Plal.104.24. 

3. Itſerves to help our faith in-dangers, and againſk gf, 2, 
temptatiors : Truſt in this God of ſalvation, bo: h for ſen! and Confidence, 
body , we may well caſtIll our care on him, to ſecure 
both - And we need not doubt in theleaſt, rhough hell. 
raiſe many ſtorms, and the world 44 many, and our own: 
unbelicving hearts caſt doubts now and then, yet fear no» 
thing : be hath both deviſed and wrought ſalvation for 
us, and keep» it ſafely for us, 1 Per.1,5. 

Laſtly, a ſoul that hath any fad thonghts and cares a- Hat. 
bout kis ſalvation, fees hereby whether to look and: turn, ; 
and where to ſpeed of ſalvation, look to Jehovah who is 
complete in all his Attribures, Promiſes, Relatians, Otdi- 
nance*, Difpenſarjons ; eſpecially in Chrilt- rhe Mediator 
between 
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between God and man, and a-moſt loving Saviour to di- 

-, [Nreſſed ſouls, © 
: T he Lord ſpaks unto the fiſh, and it vomited out Jonah pon 

ry land, 
"The voice of the Lord'is powerful and mighty in ope- 
| ration; ſee Pſal.29.3, -% . 

L ' Note: 1, This is utteted of the written word of God, Heb, 4. 
'Gods wie very 12. In the hand of the Spirit it-is able to convince ofa bad 
powerful. 1, eſtate, to convert, to confirm, to comfort, to recover out 
__ falls, and in fine to ſave a foul, yea, by hundreds 


and thouſands, AF. 2. : 
2. 2. It is true alſo of the creation and providence of 
God; he makes and upholds all rhings by the word of hu pow- 
Heb.1.3: er, by theword of the Lord the heavens were created, - 


and all che hoſts of them : he ſends forth his word,and they 
are made, and at his word they return to their duſt. 
: Specially his providence to his Church and Choſen : 
 Plal444+ Thenartonr King O God, comman | deliverance for Jacob, 
- , He ſpaketo Eſau and Labar, and they refrained from Ja- 
cob, he ſpake to the ſpirit of "574, and he ſent back the 
captivity of Fudah , he ſpake to the feavers in way of re- 
buke,and they left the ſick perſons, Speak the wordonly, and 
my ſervant ſhall be healed, Here he ſpake to the fiſh, and [6+ 
ah came to dry land. 

VICK Worthily therefore in bis Temp'e doth every on: Sprak. of 
Plal.ng.g, ## g/cry, asa moſt fir Object of our admiration and ado- 
| ration, None among the gods1s to be compared to the 
| Lord, none ofthem is like unto our God : holy and reve- 
| rend is his Name, Oh for hearts lifted up in his prailes, 

and raviſhed with his glortes ! 
Ml And Oh for heats to truſt in him amidſt all our dangers 
: and difficulties ! it isas eaſie for him to de'tver if he pleaſe, 
as for us to let falla word , to reſtrain an enemy, to heal 
a diſeaſe,to ſupply our wants;to comfort our hearts ; On- 
1y believe, Al chings are poſſible to him that believeth. Ly 
Soiinthoſe main truths of rhe Goſpel, | 


7, That 


 TheProphifie of Jonah. VIF- 


t. That Chriſt roſe again from the dead the third day, 
as here did J-n4þ, the ſame God thar ſpake to the fiſh, 
and Jonah gotto dry land, did =-_ to death and the 
grave, and Chriſt got into che land of the living. Remem- Mu. 
ber thy Type, and howit was anſwered; As Chriſt roſe 
an by his own power, ſoallo by the power of his Fa- 
ther, TY 
2, That we alſo ſhall riſe again at the laſt day , we be< — 
lieve the reſurre&ion ofthe dead, Why 2 God anger, a. 


to dry boner, and they ſhall come bone to boneFan@hve, 
and ſtand up, and be a great army, If we believe the Scri- 
ptures and the power of God, we will nevef ſtick to be- 
lieve this Article. | 
3. That collapſed Churches ſhall be raiſed again, as 
there, Judah in captivity. Apply it to the Churches of 
Bohemiah, and other now fallen, + 
4. That diſtreſſed conſciences ſhall be reljeved in due 
time : God will ſpeak-peace to his people, and will revive 


the ſpirit:of the contrite ones, b 

' F- 'That broken Trades and Eſtates Thall be reſtored 
when God pleaſeth; he will reſtore-the years of the Locuſt 
and Caterpillar : Only if we believe and obey, Eſa. 1. tg, 
20. If yebe willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the 
land : but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured with the 
ſword, for the month of the Lord bath Shoken it, 


} 
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CHAP, III, 


|. Ver. I. 2. 


2 hte 0 


Mr - $3 


Aud the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the ſecond 
time , ſaying, Ariſe, and go to Nineve that great 


City, and Preach unto it the Preaching that Ilid 
| thee, | 


*F this Chapter there be four parts, 1. A new or- 
der for Jo:.ah to go and preach at Nineve, wer.1.2, 
2. J-nahs obeying of that order, ver. 3. 4 3. The 
Ninevites repenting at bis preaching, ver. 5.6, 7, 8,g,- 
4., The mercy and forbearance of God upon their repent- 
ing, ver.10, w 
Kate: For the firſt of theſe : Joxah is here. reſtored to his office 
Penicentsres Of a Prophet, from which he might ſeem to have fallen, 
Rered co abeir and that moſt juſtly , ſo our Saviour reſtored / erer to his 
old ftandinr® office of an Apoltle, after the great ſin of denying his Ma- 
' ter, Notable examples of Gods goodneſs in healing and 
reſtoring the Penirent as was ſaid, / wit heal ther baik- 
fliding, 1 will love them freely Hol. 14+4- 
Aſe 1, And they yield much comfort to afflited confſciences, 
which. are troubled at their failings and backſlidings, 
Fear nor, nor be diſmayed, he that reſtored Jorab and 
. Peter, will reſtore thee alſo, and ſet all ac rights between 
'bim and thy ſoul, - 
-» And learn you that are {þiritaal, to reſlorg a Brother that 
; 5s fallen jn the ſprrit of meek»eſs, Gal, 6.1. The word iis, ſet 
cameron him in joynt again-Care is taken for the body in that caſe, 
and ſhould much more be taken for the ſoul, 


Note, "But mark the manner of reſtoring J-»ab to his office , 
nor er? the Lord never up raids him with his baſe and (1: 1] fly- 


Calingr, ingto Tarſ ; and how juſtly he had been ſerved wichche 
ſtorm 
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ſtorm and the Whale, but meekly and _ he.ſends him 
upon the old errand to N:»eve, nor did Chriſt upbraid 
Peter with his threefold denial, bur gives a threefold ad- 
monition, Feed my ſheep, Feed my lambs , Feed my ſheep, Joh. 
21. 15. And of other holy ſimple ſouls ic is ſaid, that 
when they ask wiſdom of God, he will not- upbraid, but give 
liberally, Jam, 1.5. 

Mark this, and imitate, If a childe, or ſervant, or friend 
repent of his fault, never bir him in the teeth with itany 
more, but cloſe up the wound that was made, and do thy 
beſt ro put him into the right way- again, for doing his 
duty, as here Fonah, | 

There is a baſe petulancy in mans nature, to inſult over 
Delinquents, and never have done with ſhaming them, and 
ripping up the old faults, So doth not God, and ye ſhould 
be jollowers of him as de..1 Children, Tam ſure ye would nor 


have him to remember againſt you your eld fences, that gyy, q, , 
your conſciences ſhould be ſet upon the rack for ſins of py, ag, 


youth, or later fins ; No, but according to the Covenant, 


1 will remember their in1q «ity no more: 1 will blot owt they JA. 31 34- 


fins : I will chaſe away their tra:ſgreſſiins as acloud, and ſcatter 
them 45 a miſt... 1t will be a ſad caſe, when God comes to 
ſeta mans ſins in order before him : Oh the roaring, and 
breaking of bones and horrible torture that ſuch do endure! 
Take heed , be merciful as your heavenly Father is 
merciful; and withall, remember to magnihe the love 
of ſuch a Father, who freely, fully and finally forgives the 
ſrns of his people. We men uſe to admire and maynifie 
thoſe thac are of a generous and ingenuous diſpolition 
in paſſing by offences. /r 75 the glory of a may, ſaith Salo- 
mo; and ic ſhould yield glory unto God, that he doth fo 
graciouſly forgive the fins of bis people, | 
Ariſe a:d go ro Nineve, 


o - ® 0 1; 
This is ſpoken the ſecond time to Jonah: the Lord (dinancey = 
Con(inyed 0 a 


Peop'e. 


ſometimes continues his mercies and ordinances to a 


people; that they ſhall have good preachers ſenc to them, 
T | : 


T37 


Note, 


|” Glorifie God 
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and the preachers. ſhall go on with their work for the 
good of that people , ſermons, ſacraments, ſabbaths, pre- 
cious liberties ſhall be afforded rhem from time to time. 
We ſee it here. 1. jonah retaines his place, and is ſet upon 
the ſame office as before : though he had made a tow! 
faulc, and had ſuffered terribly for his diſobedience. yet 
he hath his commiſſion again renewed to preach to the 
N mevites, as Chap. 1. 2, Ariſe, an4go'o Nineve that g-eat 
Citie ; the ſame words as here ar the cext, 2. Though che 
the mercy of good preaching was withheld trom Nineve 
for a while, yet itis again deligned for them, Ar1/e, go ard 
preach ty them ; ſo ſtill, Good preaching ſometimes is de- 
layed and kept back:from a people, ſometimes interrupted 
in the free paſſage of the Goſpel, yet vouchſated and con- 
tinued where God hatha people to gather to himſelf ; as 
was ſaid to Paul for his encouragement to preach at ( c- 
rinth, Speak and hold not thy peace, for I hve much people in 
this city Alt. 18 10, : 

Now let God be glorified, whoſe kindeneſſe and love 
toward man ſo evidently __—— that Magiſtrats are 
con: inued notwichſtanding all heir failings, and Miniſters 
notwithſtanding all their tailing-, and the uſe of Ordi- 
nances notwithſtanding all their failings in point of 
thankfulneſſe and obedience : Sabbatks afforded, though 
little good uſe made of them ; Abundance of good preach. 
ing, though among a glutted and ſurfetted people : 
Monthly ſacraments, rhough many never come at them , 
others come very ſeldom, others very unprepared, and 
ſhew it roo evidently by a tooliſh and truitleſſe conyerſa- 
tion:and good Miniſters dwellamong them , but there be 
no caſes of conſcience to propoſe, nor comfortable fel- 
lowſhip between chem and their people. 

There be two things that might break off che courſe 
of theſe Ordinances, 

1. The great ſins of people, whereby they forfeic them 
into the kands of God, and if they be nor groſe _ ſcan- 

| alous 
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dalous fins, yet there is horrible unfrucfuſneſſe, ant un* 
anſwerableneſſe tothe wonderful mercy of God, N'ineve 
was not ſo barren when once they heard good preaching : 
and in all likelyhoed the men of N:neve ſhall riſe up in 
judgment with this generation, and condemn it. Certain- 
ly unfrutful Chriſtians ſhall ſuffer heavily, though the 
good preaching continue among them, 7 hey meglett great 
ſalvation : and how ſhould they eſcape ? and atlaſt it will be 
ſaid as of the- fruitlefle fig-tree, Cat :8 down , why ſh:uld it 


cumber the ground? 


2. The great oppoſition of the devil and his inſtru- 
ments. Satan hindred Pa/ once and again from comming 


to the Theſſalonians: and we ſee what perſecutions the 
Jews raiſed indivers places to hinder the preaching of the 
word, Such malice {till there is in SeQaries, and ſome 
profane perſons. 

Go to Nineve, and preach the preach ng. 

Preaching of the word is ordained of God to bring 


ſinners to repentance , and ſo to ſalvation, as here, at pe 
this greatcity God could have ſent an Age! to do this pin: 
meſſage, but uſeth the miniſtery of man ; as alſo Peters to vert ſinners, 


Cornelins, Or God could have ſent another —_— to 
Nineve, but Jo-ah muſt be the man, now well ſubdued 


by his late aMiction, and a man famous in //-ae!, both for - 
good preaching, and for propheſying good to the ten - 


Tribes, which came to paſſe. So till, God will have 
ſoules converted by men ſ«bjet# ro like paſſions, It is his 
pleaſure to have it fo, 1 Cor, 1, 21, Ur {an ang by the 
fooliſhneſſe of preaching to ſave them that believe. It is en« 
joynd earneſtly to be done by men appointed for the 
work, 2 Tim. 4, 1, 2+ 1 charge thre before God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chr:ſt, who ſhall /uige the qu:ck and the dead at his ap- 
pearing ard bis Kingdom : Preach the word, be ir ſlant in ſeg» 
ſon, our of ſeaſor, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuſf :ring 
and doilriar, It 15 urged witha wo and a reward, 1 Cor.g, 
16, 17, Wot unto we if | preach nt the Goſpel! ; but if Ido 

T 2 this 


159 


White; 
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this. thing willingly, 1 beve a reward, And it is- declared 
by the benefir to good Hearts, Rom, 1, 16, /t « the poner 
of Grd to ſalvation, to every one that beleeweth, - 
But what is preaching? Arſ. It is made up of three 
things. 
12. flexdeh in 1. Publication of the word .: a Preacher among the 
three things, Greekes is #*pvz, praco the voice of a Cryer; alluding; 
I, to.a Town-cryer , who utters a Proclamation to the 
people. Gods will is, that the Miniſter ſhould plainly 
and diſtinaly read his word to the Congregation : A. 
15. 15, After the reading of the Lav and the Prophets, 


2. 2. Expoſition: to give the meaning of the word, Neh. 
8.8, They read the book of the Law, and gave the ſenſe. 
-. At, 8. A thiog needful to be done becauſe of ſome obſcuritie, 


as the Eunuch ſaid, How can I underſtand without an mm: 
Y terpreter ? and Parl was ſent to the Gentiles to opex their 
; ees, and to turn them from darkneſſe to light, A&..26. 18+ 
| 3. z. Application; for the ſeveral uſes of inftruttior, 
ED exhortation , reprehe- ſton , conſolation , confutetion , and other 
| occaſions of Gods, people. as their caſe doth require: 
| 1 Cor. 14.3. 2 Tim, 3.16, Mercy to whom mercy belong- 
| eth, and judgment ro whom judgment. Aſteward in a great 
| mans houſe giveth every one his portion: and ſo doth 
| the Miniſter in the houſe of God. 
| Ae. 1. Now if this be ſo appointed of God, away with all. 
thoſe cavils and exceptions Which are brought againſt 
preaching, as in rhe preachers plea, The world is-no 
changeling, bur till accounts itthe fooliſkhneſſe of. preach». 
ing , even the wiſe part of the world, where grace 1s want- 
ing; Oh a dry & barren ordinance to be ſo much attended, 
| 2: and none but ſimple ſoules do ſo regard it! | 
| Make much of Take heed, Chriitans?, and duly Rteop to this Ordi- 
| good preach'ng. nance of God, Remember it is his Ordinance, and there- 
fore ought to be embraced with:reverence and affeRion, 
and improved to the ends and purpoſes which he hath 
appointed, to get ſound knowledge, to ger faith, to be 
, wrought 
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wrought to repentance and converſion, to be able to 

pray acceptably , to walk in faith, and obedience , and ſo 

be accepred of God, and ſaved, Rom.1o 13, 17. Thence 

the .need of preparation before ye come to preaching : Vecles, 55 2 
Keep thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of God ; be all preſemt AR. 10. 33- 
b:fore God to hear the things that ſhall be Spoken ; Lay afide | Pet.e. 1,2, 
all naughiineſſe, and 4s neu-born babes deſire the ſincere milk 
of the word to grow thereby, And thence the taxinz of chofe 
tbat behave not themſelves well at preaching, Ezek. 33, 
30,31, 32. And a bleſling on thoſe = hear, ſo as to be- Luke 
lieve and obey; Bleſted are they that hear the wordef Gods 'Þ _ 
ard keep it, And God eſteemes it a great mercy,. that he 
ſends Preachers among a people, therefore ſo ſhould they 
eſteemir, or if they want the. mercy, pray for it , 4mus 
2, 11, and Mat, 19. 38. 

The preaching that { bid thee. 

All ofusare bound up within certain lJaws-andcondi- Moe” 
tions in preaching ; that we may not preach at adventure, Preachers lis 
or what ſeemes good to our ſelves, and, They that are mited inpreacts - 
faichful, hold themſelves cloſe ro what the Lord appoints *”z- 
them to preach. / have received of the Lord that which [ 
have del:vered wn'o you, 1 Cor. 11, 23. Faith'ul Minifters 
dare not deliver for do&rins the commandements of men, 
dare not make ſad the heart of the righteous, nor make 
clad the heart of the wicked ; dare not keep: back any of 
the counſel of God : dare not corrupt or adulterate the 
Ordinances, dare not ſeek their own things , but the - 
things of Jeſus Chriſt : and generally , they preach as 
thoſe that muſt give an account, and think with them- 
ſelves, What good would it do ſouls to be comforted, 
unleſſe indeed they repent and believe the Goſpel? 

y 1, Atryaiofpreachers, whoare true, and who are falſe; ſe 1, 
If they ſprak not according to thus word, 1t 14 breauſe there y Ela.8.30, 
” light 1» them, Though they pretend viſions and revela- 

tions, they are not right, Though they.come ina mortified 


garb, and with a great. ſhow of JanQtity, _— of- 
them 


ay et rk err EE 
RS 


2, 


Mat' 33,20, 


2 T ;111s b 13. 
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| Gal. 4-14. 


1,Thef 2 13. 
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them Though they urge the authoriry of Fathers and 
other Ancients, yet look to your ſelves, They are de- 
ceivers, take heed of them. TheLord now tryes you, 
whether ye vill cleave fat ro the Lord your God, Scill 
your courſe muſt be e2 the law and to the teſt :mmny, 

2. Ifthe Lord bid us preach thus and thus, then your 
faith ſtands nor in the authoriry of man, bur of God. 
True, ye have ſuch and ſuch leſſons by the hands of men, 
to dire&. you what to. beleeve and obey 3; bur firſt and 
chiefly ye have them from God who ſets the men on 
worke, Ye have them from God at the ſecond hand, The 
Prophets were Preachers of old time; bx: the word of the 
Lord came to Jonah, and to the reſt of them, Afterwards the 
Apoſtles preached, but taught the nations ta obſerve 4nd do 
what God e:mmanded them, After them the Evangeliſts and 
other good Teachers held faſt the forme of wholſom war is, as 
they had received them from God, And now adayes, 
whoever belecve and obey according to this word, do 
follow God himſelf ſpeaking by his Miniſters , as when an 
Embaſſador follows bis in{tructions, the King his Maſter 
is regarded or negle&ed. Comfort by a ſacrament js Sound 
comfort, becauſe we deliver what God delivered to us, or 
comfort by promiſes applyed, becauſe God promiſed, 
and in Chriſt all the promiſes are yea and amen, 

3 lItit be ſo, ſee how ye ought to entertain the preach- 
ers and preaching ofthe word, namely, as meſſages ang 
meſſengers ſent trom God. So to do, was the commenda- 
tion of the Galatiansand 1 heſſaloniars: and would be 
your commendation, People make an ill account when 
they go to heara Sermon, and look no higher then the 
Preacher : thence they receive fo litle good as they do : 
{till remaining ſecure, impenitent,, unbeleeving , unre- 
formed. The only way to get good by all your hearing, 
were, to hear as from the great God of heaven, The 
preaching;is by man, bur he delivers what (od bids him 
t9 deliver, Therefore tear, aztend, believe,obcy , beatraid 
0 
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to forget or negle& the inſtruQions , if ye do, ye deſpiſe 
not man, but God; and who are we, that ye murmure a- 
gainſt us? your murmurings are not againſt us, but a- 
Sainſt the Lord, | 


Ver. 3. 4. 


So Jonah aroſe and went unto Nineve according te the 
word of the Lord. Now NINEVE Was an exceedin 7 great 
Cit y of three days journey.. And Jonah began to enter 
into the City a days journey, and he cryed, and ſaid, 
ret forty days aud Nineve ſhall be overthrown, 


Here is Jexahs obedience ; the laſt and trueſt note of hjs 
repentance, Before we had his confeſſion, his faich, his. 
prayer, his thankſ ivingand vowing, but now we have 
the perfection of all, his obedience :. Now what he pro- 
miſed freely, he pertormerh faichfully, now he lays afide 
a}l his carnal reaſonings, and ſets to do ac-ording to the 


' word »f the Lord, So ſtill, wichout obedienceall other are MAyre. 


but ſhews of repentance. Ahab ard Judas are ſaid to have 9bedience the 
repented, but no obedience followed;.nor others whoare bigheſt alt of 
hypocrites: Approve thou thy ſincerity, by, bringing” #*"**** 
forth fruits meer for repentance; not leaves, but, trui$,,not,, . , 
ſhows, but ſubſtance, nas 
Jonah aroſe and nent unto Nineve, : 
This is that which he ſaid, chap. 2,9, { will pay that thasr. 
I have vo red He had vowed (it ſeems) in the Whales bel- 
ly, that if he might be delivered, he would do the meſſage 
ar Nir-e:e whatever it colt him : 1d now. he; doth abe. 
meſſige indeed. Though the danger were the ſame, by 
diſplealinga mighty people; though God were very mer-- 
ciful, and likely to ſpare Nizeve, though thereby he; aye, © 
ſhould be accounted -a falſe Prophet : Yer up he.ariſeth, Do ae wel ae, | 
and hies him to Nineve. Thus he pays what br had vowed, vew. l 
Remems 


Dottr, 
Penitents 
for Gades 


Reaſon. 1, 


r Som 3.10 


I2. 


2. 
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Remember, and do thou likewiſe, it is written for th 
imftruRion and imitation. In Baptiſm chou renounced{t 
rite Devil, the World, and che Fleſh, and waſt devoted to 
the ſervice of the true God, who is Father, Son,and Holy 
Ghoſt. Now at years of diſcretion, do as thou haſt ſaid, 
pay that that thou haſt vowed ; eſpecially one that hath been 
dangerouſly ſick, and now recovered or in other great at- 
fiction; remember the vows which thy lips then utrered, 
as ſal, 66.13, 14. 1 will pay thee my tows which my lips kave 
tered, and my mouth hath fþken when I was in trouble, Shew 
whether thou haſt indeed profited in the School of affli- 
Qion, whether as Chrilt, thou baſt learned obedi-nce by 
the things thou ſufferedit; or as David, /7 ts good fer me that 
1 have ben affl fled, that 7 might learn thy ſtatutes, Do the 
duty,though it be difficult, coſtly, or dangerous; as this to 
Jonah. Godly ſorrow uſerh to work abundance of gra- 
cious effe&s, 2 Cor,7,11, Carefulneſr, Fear, vehement Deſrre 
Zeal, &c 

And note how it is ſaid here, Jonah did according to the 
word of the Lord. A truly-penitent Chriſtian ſers himſelf to 


W#k work for God according to his word : However he have de- 


clined the ſervice, and turned aſide to crooked wayes ; 
yet upon his better bethinking himſelf, eſpecially upon his 
{mart in one kind or other, he gers up and falls to his 
work'apain : fo Jonah, Dawid, Peter, other Saints whole + 


; falls were great z but ſo was their amendment too, and che 


obedievce they performed afterward. Why ? 
1. He hears and acknowledges the voice of God com- 
manding his obedience , as here, Ariſe and go ro Nineve, 
When young Samuel once knew the voice of the Lord, he 
preſently ſaid,Sp:ak Lora, for thy ſe: vant beare:h,and he did 
all the meſſage to rhe uttermoſt ; So did ranlat bis conver- 
 fion, Lord, what wilt t hou have me to do? where think, why 
ſhould nora-Convert obey the word of God, a+ well as a 
Whaleor a wind? ſhould man be more-ſenfleſs then they? 
2. There is a principle of grace and obedience - the 
cart 
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heart of the truly-penicent, as for example, Jonah was a 
godly man before this time, though now he failed foully 
and fearfully, therefore is awakened to his work, and fets 
preſently to do it. In every true Chriſtian there abides 
4 ſeed of God, which will not ſuffer him to ſin as the wicked 1 John 3.9. 
doth. And ſuch will ſay, # can 4s —_— againſt the truth, 
but for the truth, and, We cannot but 5pcak the things we ; 
have hrard and ſeen. | , 

3. The word of the Lord carries Authority with ir , 2 
that the good ſoul holds it ſelf bound to obſerve and do 
ic. Though others are faſt and looſe, ye ſuch will hold ir, 
as David, My heart ftandeth in awe of thy word, And it hath 
the nature of a »w/e, to do as the word direReth, ſo much . 
and no more, and in ſuchmanner as it requires, Ga/.6.16. 
As many as walk according to thu rule, peace and mercy be nj- 
en them, And ſo there is this force, both in the command- 
ing word of God, and the forbi.'ding word, and threat- 
ning, and promiting, and comforting ; in all there is an 
eternal obligation and equity, anda bel:ever will have 4 
faichful reſpe& to all, as is injoyned Dem, 12, 32, What 
thing ſoever I command you, obſerve ana av it ,, thewfhalt not 
adde thereto, nor diminiſh from it. 

It follows hence, that numbers among us never yet ſe 1, 
cruly repented of their ſins , why ? to rhis day they ſer not 
ro ; A Gods buſineſs -ccording 19 his word , ſome being 
Sroſly diſobedient, others partial in their obedience, o« 
chers ſlight, others unſecled and unconſtant, others time- 
rous and loth co: appear where difficulty or danger ap- 

ears. Numbers flee trom God with J-nab, but few travel 

for God with Jonah , yer will make themſelves believe they 
. haverepented, which is impoſlible , for true repentarce is were other 
ever a fruitful and cffe&ual repenrance : remember the yg;a ata = 
fruits meet for repentance, Mat. 3.8. and works meet for re- 
pentance, AQU,21.20, 

Andif others will not, yet let true Chriſtians juſlifie 
and clear their repentance to be found and fincere by fall- 


D V ing 


2. 


| 


Hewto ſa to 
do,Gods work. 


I, 


duguſtine, 


A. 


Gal.”. 16, 


P{A1.140.4- 


ude 4.» 


#Pet.4 17. 


3+ 


| Px0v.26.13, 
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ing upon the work which the Lord hath for them to do ; 
as ye have failed with Jonah, ſo be quickned and a&ive 
with Jonah, Every one knows hw fleemg, and wherein he 
hath been faulty : Now let every one be humbled for his. 
now, - wag return unto God in theſame way he wentc 
from him. 

Our Text imports three things, which may ſet a collaps 
ſed Chriſtian upon his pg. 

' 1. Rowſe up thy ſelf out of that fluggiſhneſs which 
hath crept inſenſibly upon thee, Ariſe and gets Nineve, 
Up Sawſor, the Phl'ſtines be upon thee 3 Say not, Yet « 
little ſleep, yet @ little ſlumber, yet alittle folding of the hand s 
zo ſleep, This little and little will make a great deal at the 
laſt. Thy caſe is bad enough already,. and ſuch delay 
would make it far worſe, He that is not fit for God and 
duty to day, will be leſs firto morrow. There is more 
need by double diligence 0 redeem the time that is loſt, 
and fetch after the work that ſhould have been done. 

2, Take heed of carnal reaſonings, which ſwayed with 
Jorah to flee to 7 arſmws , namely, the great mercy of God 
to repenting finners, What of that? ought not Jor4h to. 
have tryed therefore to bring the N:newires to reyen- 
tance? If Chriſt be revealed in chee, yet beware of conſult - 
ing with fleſh and bloud;, and take heed of preſuming on 
mercy; as mercy is not to be ſtraightened, ſo neither is it 
to be enlarged beyond the bounds preſcribed of God. 
nor perverted to wrongeends, but whereas he is very gra- 
cious, he ſhould be feared the more z even veſſels of mercy 
are notallowed to turn grace into {1ſcrviouſreſe, Conſider 
what that means, J«#dgment begins at the honſe of God, ard the 
r:ghteom ſhall ſcarce be ſaved. 

3. Caſt not difficulties and dangers that would follow 
upon doing of duty, J--4h hath now unlearned char leſſon, 
and puts on to his work whatever comes of it, The foo/ 
(or wicked man) ſaith there is a Lyon in the way, I ſhall be 
deſtroyed or damnified if I do this and this, guty; I know 

| r.0t 
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not what miſchief will come of ir.” Bur what ſaith the Spi- 


ry 


rit > fear not their fear, nor be diſmayed ; fear not rhemthar can Luke! wu 


kt the b:dy, and afterward can do no more : but fear him 
who can caſt both body and ſoul into hell, I ſay nnto you, fear 
tim, Solomon ſaich, the fear of man bringeth a ſnare , that is, 
ſometimes enwrapsa man inthat and chat danger, which 
by faith be might have avoided , as here Jexah, carnal fear 
threw him into the depth of the ſea. 

Now Nineve w44 an exceeding great City of three days jour- 
»ey ; that is ſuch as a man could not pals in all the ſtreets 
of ic, anddeliver a meſſage as Jonab muſt da, nnder ſs 
much time allotted. 

Of the bigneſs of this City we ſpake on Chap, 1. 2, and 
how [onah was told of ic before hand, that he mighe arm 
himſelf wich courage accordingly, - 

And now meth nks, when he ſets upon obedience, it 
ſets forth his courage and faichfulneſs, and trends to his 
high commendation, there being many difficulties which 
might hinder or encounter his honeſt reſolution to do the 
ſervice ; As for inſtance, . 

. 1, In Nineve which was the head of the Aſſyrian Mo- 
narchy, there wasa potent and flouriſhing people. who 
were Lords of the Eaſtern world, and how angry would 
theſe be to hear a poor fellow cry out againſt them, Tic 
forty dayvem1 Nineve ſhall be overt brown ? 

2, In what danger ſhould he þe to be torn in'pieces 
among them, or to be beaten and ſeftt away empty ? for 
ſo the |ews dealt with divers of their ——_ yet the on- 
ly people of God : and how ſhould heatheniſh Ninewnes 
be expeRed to do-better ? 

3. Ifthe Nizevites ſhould be quiet, yet the good man 
had a ſhrewd rask to do, for three days together ro rrudge 
up and down in all their ſtreets, and wich ſuch a meſfage 
as none was likely to give him countenance or entertains 

-ment. b 

4, The meſſage had no likelyhood to be performed, 

V 23 Where 


Prov'2g 25, | 


743 
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Where was any Army to beſet and overthrow Nineve ? or] 
whence ſhould the enemies come ? what, ſhould they drop 
out of the sky ? or, what ſhould be the Engines whereby 
it ſhould be vanquiſhed? | 

Difficulties enough to hinder : Yet on he goes, and 


- doth the meſſage. 


Note, 
'Wodifficulties 
ftand beſore 
zeal. | 


Canr.$ 6. 
4Cor-5-14, 
 Hſe1, 


Y 
- 


 Heb.311.37» 


Zeal for God will break through all difficulties, and do 
duty. J-»4h had now got into his heart a burning love, 
and a ſtrong fear of God , and therefore falls on. his work 
without forecaſting of events, or hardſhips, So ſtill, Lowe 
#5 ſtrongas Death , much water cannot quench love, the love of 
Chriſt conſtrains ma, ſaith the Apoſtle, 

Thoſe then have no true love or zeal of God, who are 
eaſily puzzled with difficult es, and fly back from thoſe 
duties which they know they ſhould perform , for ex- 
ample, the duties of mortification, duties of the family, of 
ſuffering for a good cauſe, of painful managing a calling, 
ſo as God may be glorified, ſuppoſe in Magiſtracy or 
Miniſtery. Some mean well, but have no courage for the 
truth, or for righteouſneſs, or reformation either of their 

families, or of the places where they live, Jer.9. 3. They are 
»o: valiant for the truth upon earth, Hoſ. 7,171, Ephraim is 
like a Dove, nu bom heart, without underitanding or cou- 
rage for God.” 2 : | 

But we ſhall ever commend thoſe ſtout and reſolute 
Champions, who fall on duty whatever ir co® them, as 
here Jonah , the thre& Jews that adventured into the fiery 
furnace ;, Pas! and other Apoſtles who amidſt many and 
great perſecutions went on with their preaching, and the 
Martyrs that followed chem : they were ſawn aſus arr, and 
diverſly afflited; not nice and delicate of ſuffering as 
now-a-days, not afraid of threats, nor aſhamed of Chriſt 
in an evil generation , not ſwayed by carnal wiſdom, or 
ſelf conſiderations , therefore one day Chriſt will not be 
aſhamed of them, but own and honor them, ſaying, wel 


done good aud faithful ſerq ant, ye have been faithful ina lute, 
now be rulers over much. 7 
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Yet forty dayes ard Nineve ſhall be overthrown, _ 
- This was Jonahs Text; but it is likely he amplified it di- 
vers ways ; as for example, by telling of their great: fins 
which had provoked the God of heaven againſt them, as 
chap. 1.2, ( ry againſt Nineve, for their wickedneſs is come up | 
before me, And thi: God of heaven (ext me on this'errand,l ans hys "S 
ſervant, I come not on my own head, he b ade me come and do this 
meſſage ; and becauſe I declined the ſervice , | was caft into 
a Whales belly for three days 4nd thy ee nights together , and now 
1rell you this of a trath, that ye may repent and be ſaved, if 
it iemporally, yet at leaſt Spiritually and eternally. Ed 
The poir.t ro be ſtood upon is this; Sin is able to overthrow Fx,ze" 
great Cities or Nations, and that ſometimes very ſudden- $;p onnelrans 
ly. Cities, Nineve, Sodom, fernſalem, Samaria, other Na- great peoples, - 
tions, as4n the change of Monarchies, from the Aſſyri- 
ans to the Perſians, from them to the Greeks, and from 
them co the Romans, Yea, the whole world , firſt by wa- 
. ter, at laſt-by fire , K1ghteouſneſs exalierh a Nation, but ſin ts Prov.! 4.34) 
a reproach to any people, and out of other'Scriptures I might 
adde a confuſion, +» 
Whereby we ſee in what danger we of Exg/andare, and yg, 7 
we of Keadrng, becauſe a ſinful Nation, 1 p:ople laden wh ; 
1n quity, whoſe wickedneſs us gone up before God, and cryes for 
vt geance againſt us ; Suppoſe there were none but the hor- 
rible ſin of Drunkenneſs, it were enough to overthrow. 
us; but you may adde. Hereſies, Deceits, other: wicked- 
neſſes. None is. ſafe long, who. is fo near unto danger , 
T he judgment of-a ſinful people lingereth not, and their damna- 
tion ſlumpreth not. . 

It were well ifthe ſinners among us would fall to quir- 
relling with thoſe ſins which threatenand endanger our 
Natior ; :hey-have ſhrewdly ſhaken us already. Have we 
not felc che terrible Earthquakes of the times ? who al- 
molt bur complains in one + ind or other ? but rh1s 1s not 
all the miſchief which fin can or will do us; there is a tull 


and final overthrow to be expected without amendment, 
even 


2 Pet,2.3, 


<5 þ 


tRom. 3:4. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


 Wete, 

| Divers exan:- 
ples of repen- 
baxces 


= The Pr | 
even by theſe profiteble and pleaſurable fins which moſt 
men think good to: maintain to the utmoſt, True, God is 
merciful, and we have found him ſuch ofa long time, and 
we hope {o he will be ſtil}; but what little cauſe have we 
to expect more mercy, and longer forbearance? do we 
not know it ſhould /caa to repemtarnce? Anditis true, 
we cannot fay as Jonah, Yet forty days, and ſuch a ſinful 
place ſhall be overthrown, .but we can fay, Sudd45z dc- 
flrnttion cames upon ſe 0770 W1Aawares, 1 Theſ.5 +3, Beware;there 
is no way to eſcape, but.by doing as the Nizetites in the 
words following. 


opheſie' of Jonah. | 


Ver.z.6,7, 8, 9. 


So the people of Nineve believed God, and proclaimed 
a Faſt, and put on Sackcloth from the greateſt of 
them, even to the leaſt of them, For wo id, cameunto 
the King of Nineve, and he aroſe from his Throne, © 
and laid his Robe from him, and,cotered him with 
Sackcloth , and ſate in aſkes, Andhe cauſed it to 
be proclaimed, c. Ei 


Here we have the Ninevites repenting at the preaching 
of Jonah, which is firſt ſer down-in geneal, ver. 5. and then 


.declaredin particulars,in the reſt of the Veyſes. In gene- 


ral their repentance is ſer down two wayes, 1. By the 


.cauſe that moved them, They believed God.. 2, By the ad- 


jun& ſgos of it, whichare three, Faſting, Sackcloth, and 

Aſhes, * | ; 
Note out of the whole, how many examples of repen- 

tance we have.in this Book , we ſaw the, Mariners repent- 


ing,and turning to God, and we ſaw Jonah repenting, with 


abundant teftifications of the truch of ir, But theſe were 
private as of piety, which weat lictle tarcher then the 
amen themſclves, At the Text we have a publick example 

. of 
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of King, Lords and Commons, all humbled and reform- 
ed : And this example might go far and near, todo much 
good among. the Nations that were ſubje& to the large 


Empire of the Aſſyrians.. People generally think.it con-- 


cerns them to do as their Rulers and Commanders do. 
Oh that all theſe examples might perſwade our. people 
to an effeRual imitation |. Wherefore are. they recorded 
but for our inſtruction, to do the like, end fare well as 
they did? eſpecially the example of the Ninevires, both 


becauſe Cbr it pxopoſerh ir for our imitation, and becauſe - 


he. ſaich they ſhall be our Judges at the laſt day, nnleſs we 


repent : 71he men of Nineverepented at the preaching of Jc=- 
naþ, andſhall r:ſe 1n judgment with this generat.on, and con- M12. 7 


demn is ; namely, for not repenting. 

But moſt of all, this example concerns thoſe that are 
Rulers in Church and State ; that they publickly repent 
and teſtific their repentance, as they wiſh well tothe peo- 


'econmitted to their:charge. Not only publiſh Decre«s> 


tor humiliation, but themſelves joyn in the duties of hu- 
miliation, and more turn from their own evil ways, and 


cauſe others to turn from theirs, Ezck.18, 30. Repent, and 


tu: 1 your ſelve? and others, from all your tranſgreſſion', 
Note more, how. J-n45 reapes molt fruic of his labours 


where he 


people, he finds a»great crop. of Penicencs, ſo the firſt 
Fl be laſt, and the Jaſt hall be firſt , che leaſt likely are 


ſoone 


Phariſees into the Kingdom of Heaven. . 


Now ſuch examples do hearten us along to preach' the. 


Goſpel notwithſtanding all diſcouragements, #e ſow our 


ſeed in the morning , 
becauſe we know not 


which ſhall proſper, thus or' that; an 


the worſt that are may be grined to God as ſoon as roy] 
| | ig- 


leaſt expe&ted. He had preached longtothe ten Ke 
Tribes, and we read of no.ſuch repenting: which without wo _ 
doubt could not chuſg but g-1eve .and rrouble the-good ! key. 


man : But now, where he was averſe to preaching to a, 


& converted. Publicans and .Harlots go before the. 


and withhold not our hand in the _— | 


r5t; 


ile, 


Kſe,. 1 


5 253 
Eſa.49.4, 5: 


Note, 


Penitents look 


to God in 
preaching. 


_ Aafe, 


Deftr, 
Believing of 
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it may be ſooner: and, Though people be mit gathered, yet 

bet we be glorious 1 the eye of God, and our reward-is wth 
1m, | 

_ They believed God, | 

They ſaw and heard Jonah, but they looked higher, t o 
his and their great Maſter, A true Penitent looks up to 
God in the minittery of man, When the The 'alonians 
were converted, they received Paxls preaching, Wot as the 
word of man, bt as 1t was intru:h, the word of Gody 1 Epilt, 
2.13. Sothe Convert in It C91.14.25. when the ſecrets of 
bis heart were made manifeſt in preaching, he fell down 
before the Preachers, and ſaid, God # 19 you of a truth, 

' No wonder then, that fo few are converted now-a- 
days 3 for, we cannot get our people to ſee farther then 
us the Miniſters : and why ſhould they much regard weak 
men, like to themſelves? or, what have they to do, ſo to 
controul them for their ſins? Certainly we ſhall never do 
good to any purpoſe till we can perſwade you to hear as 
from God; and that is but fitting, as our Saviour hath 
ſaid, He that heareth you, hrarethme, Luke 10 16, and be- 
fore the Text, Jonah preached the preaching which the Lord 
bad him to deliver, | : 

T hey belt ved God: That is, 

They believed the threatning which 'God had denoun- 
ced againſt chem by Jos. By Fenah they underitood 
what manner of God the God of Jonah was, not as the 
idol-gods of che Gentiles whictf did neither good ror 
hurt: but ſtrong, and juſt, and true in his chreatnings 3 
and the believing of this was t e beginning of their re- 
pentance, They did not only believe J-+a-, but'the God 
of Jonah . ſo {ſ[racl at the red ſea, ſeeing their own eſcape, 
and drowning the Egyptians, / hey believed che Lord ard 
his ſervant Moſes, Exod,l4. 31. 

To believe the threats and chundetings of Gods judge- 


threats works ments againſt ſin is a good means to work ſinners to res 
repentaxce. Pentance ; Such faith is the firſt bending or , nclinirg of the foul 


toward 
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toward ſa'vation, The people were awakened by John Bap- 
teſts miniſtery, telling of the Axe /a'd to the root of the trees, | 
to.come forth and ask what they ſhould de to be ſaved, Altar. F. Martyre 
3.7,18. and Luke 3,10,12,14, So the Goaler by the ter- 
rors ſer on him, A#.16,30. And hoſe that were pricked at 
the heart, chap.2.37. 
Why 2 this is the power and efficacy of the word, where Reaſ. 
itis admicted into the heart ; /r « quick and powerful, and : 
ſtarper then any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing Heb. 4g' 2. 
aſl, wander of ſoul and Firs, and of the Joynts and marrow, and is 
a diſcerner of the theughts and intents of the heart, The ſame 
voice of God that commanded the wind, and ſea, and fiſh 
inJ-nabs-caſe, commands allo the guilty conſciences of 
ſinners to ſtoop to the word, and yield to his direRions: 
Threats come and ſhake the ſoul to pieces: then come 
promiſes, and heal the wounds which the threats had 
made ; and rules of lite, to order the Convert according io 
the mind and pleaſure of God. This is the Divine Na- 
ture ofthe word , our profeſlion'is rightly called Diymty, 
becauſe there goes with it the, Majeſty and Authority of 
God. 
And it ſeryes to condemn thoſe nice and delicate hea #/*. 1. 
rers of the word, who muſt not be troubled or diſquieted 
inthe leaſt with the denunciation of Gods judgements a- 
ainſt chem for cheir ſins but ſay in effeR, Propheſie wnto wg El2.39,19, 
month this. gc, Propheſie deceits, Yetthe Lord ſent Jonahwith 
an harſh meſſage to Nizeve, and the Prophets came with 
many thundering pea'es againſt the drankards of Ephrarws 
and other ſinners : yea, our Saviour doubled and crebled 
his woes againſt the ſecure in his time, Mar.11,,and 23, 
And for them that believe not theſe threats , both 
Chriſt, the Prophets, and Apoſtles have opened the ſad 
caſe of all ſuch, Ferrit & ſa:«b complains, Lord, who hath 
believed onr report ? and to whom « he a1m of the Lord re- 
vealed ? Our Saviour upbraids the Scribes and Phyriſces, 
that they bel eved nat when they had heard the preaching of the M3) 32- 
X Bapiift, 


Chap.y3,). 
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Baptzff, And the Apoſiles ſay, they could not enter becauſe o 
Heb.3.19, ahelief . and, day tr wot. march with the formoſt into =, 
Rev. 21.8. J,herthat burnes with fire and brimftone for ever : and | Give 
himbu prrtion, as with hypocrites, ſo with wnbeliever, 
Yea more, He that believeth not, i condemned already. Un- 
belief is a damning fin, as well as any groſs ſin ageinſt the 
Law : and whereas the Law condemneth a finner poreng;- 
ally, unbelief condemneth attuaky, : 
Take heed, Chriſtians, and believe your God when he 
ſpeaks by his Miniſters, 
z, Believe the juſtice of God , that he knows to be an- 
ory as well as to ſhew favour, to threaten as well as to 
romiſe, to damn as well as to ſave. He is very merciful, 
Le will by no means clear the guilty, Men may dream what 
they pleaſe, but one day will find they have «74/7 God to 
deal withall, 

LY 2. Believe the truth of God , that all he hath threatned 
he will moſt certainly perform (without rrue, unfained, 
effeQual repentance.) / he words of God are pare words, as 
ſilver ſeven times purified in the fire, As the promiſes to the 

odly, ſo the threats againſt the wicked, not one falis ro 
the ground. | 

3. 3. Believe the power of God , that he is able to execute 
the judgments he hath denonnced againſt finners, The 
Lord was able to overthrow Nineve within forty days, 
yea, within the compaſs of one day : why not Nizevs, as 
well as Sedoms and neighbouring Cities ? 

4. Believe the wiſdom of God, that the only way 
which he hath deviſed to turn away threats, is, ro be 
tound in Jeſus Chriſt , The wiſdom of God, and the power of 
God to ſalvat:on : there is no ſalvation in any other, by him 
wrath is appeaſed, and by him comes all ſaving good to 
repenting ſinners. | 

Mative tobe Conſider for a Motive to believe the threats of God. 
lieug threes, 1, This is the only ſafe way to bid you believe the 

I. promiſes of God, We have no commillion to bid you be. 

lieve 


Uſe 2.. 
What of God 
359 be believed 


Ll 


Rxod.3 4-7. 


lieve theſe, till ye be firſt overawed with his threats. The 


broken heart ts the only ſacrifice wherein the Lord CO Plal./5 1.15, 
ome all Ela.61, 


Chriſt cane to bind up the brokew-hearted ,, and ſaid, 
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%\- 


res 


ye that labour and are heavy-laden, I w.ll give you eaſe, ye (hall Marern. 28, 


have refrehment for your ſouls, 

2. It is a mercy to be ſpoken unto by men weak as your 
ſelves; as /ſrae/ ſaid to Moſes, Let not God Sprake to 9 leſt 
we dye, Should God come and ſpeak in his ſtorms and tems 
peſts, who among us could abide the terror ? Aoſes at 
ſuch a ſight did exceedingly quake and tremble, Take 
heed, and abuſe not his goodneſs to ſecurity, or to harden 
your hearts, 

3. Mark how thoſe two are joyned together , Be/:eve 

the Lord, and believe hu Prophets, 2 Chron, 20.20, This'ſaith 
he) is the only way ro prefer : We have this treaſure in 
'carthen veſſels; weare Stewards, and have the diſpenſiag 
of holy things : and all know, in a great houſe there is no 
receiving of Pay or Diet, but by the allowance of the 
Steward. | 

4. How good was it for Nineve to believe God when 
he ſpake by the mouth of Jonah ? True, they feared, re- 
pented, put on ſackcloth, refrained from dier, and cryed 
mightily ro God for mercy, bur the ſweetneſs of mercy 
made amends for all.” And foit ſhall do for other Peni- 
renes. 

And put on Sackeloth, 
Chriſtians mult teſtifie the truth of their repentance by 


outward tokens of humility and humiliation. Theſe were $;, 
ordinary practices among the Jews in their faſting, Abah tas 
put on ſackcloth, and went ſoftly; and fo did others, ward tokens, 


others rent their cloaths, others (tript off their robes, and 


fate in the duſt. : 
But becauſe in proceſs of time theſe forms became meer 


forms, and were taken up by hypocrites, therefore Joe/ 


bad them rex: their hearts, and not their garmin 5s. and turn Joel 2.1 


to tbe Lerd their God, and Eſa» at large deſcriberh and re- 
-— A jeNech 


* 
—_2 
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zeReth their hypocriſie, ck4p.58, 3. and Zachary tells them 


they did but fait ts chewſe/ves, nor ro God, chap, 7.3 


1 


Yet thus far the Ceremony will reach us at this day. 


1, On days of humiliation ao fine nor gaiſh 


Apparel 


ſhould be uſed, as hath been the faſhion of ſome in theſe 
days. An humble heart muſt appear beforethe Lord, as 
alway, ſo e'pecially on ſuch days in the dreſs of mourners, 


No reaſon the habit ſhould give the heart the lye 


. nor the 


heart the habir. Out of the abundance of the. heart the 
dreſs will ſhape to be either lowly or phantaſtical, 


2, Still there muſt be 4 rending of rhe heart, t 


0 bewail 


thoſe ſins which provoked God to wrath and indignati- 
on : yea, though it be a good and holy. heart. Even godly 
men have an hand in the 17 pang. and therefore even 


godly men ſhould bear their part inthe lament 


ation, to 


turn wrath away , even David after thoſe. failings did 


mightily humble himſelf before his God. 


3. Out of that which is ſpared from the back and belly, 


allowan e ſhould be made to cloath the naked, 


and feed 


the hungry, and.do works even of corpora! mercy, and of 
civil righteouſneſs. 1s nat ths the faſt thar 1 have choſen? 


ſaith the Lord. 


' Thus faſt, and then ſee what promiſes are made, Eſa, 
58.8 9,10,11,12, They (hall thy light break forth as the mor- 
ning, and thine health ſhall Spring forth ſpeedily, and thy righte» 
ouſneſs ſhall go befoxe thee, I'c, One faſt well kept might rid 


us of all our confuſions, 

Ard thus to faſt, would well become.all of us 
higheſt to the lowelt, as here : - 

From the greateſt of th:m to the leaſt of them. 


from the 


All are ſinners, both in their nature and life, and all run 


into Arrear with God, andare in danger of rem 
eternal vengeance; It Nineve had been overt 


oral and 
rown 1n 


thoſe forty days, all had gone to wrack;, infants and ſuck- 
lings as well as elderly people, and thereforeall muſt 
imart by this humiliation ſo in Jee!, T hoſe that ſuckthe 


breaſts 
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breaſts wnit want their milk for a while, andcryto God a well 
a they can, Yea, theſe Ninevites go farther, to the (beaſt, 
the herd, and theflock , no eating, no taſting, no drinking 
of water ; that the very lowing of the cattel may goup to 
heaven, and call ( in their language) for mercy, as is ſaid, 


He heareth the young Ravens when they cry, 

If ſo, at ſuch times let the greateſt forget and lay aſide 
their greatneſs ; and let the leaſt among us bear their part 
in humiliation, eſpecially they that are leaſt in che Kings 
dom of God.: and they that think themſelves leſs then the 
leaſt ofall Saints. All ſuch may help, to ſtand in. the. gap, .. 


and make up the breach, that we periſh nor. 
Ver.6.78. 


Word came to the King .of Nineve, and he aroſe from 
his Throne, and he laid his Robe from him,@c. 


This is a farther Declaration of the Ninevites repen- 


tance, 
F'rit, it is declared bythe good example of the: King ; 


to whom the word of Jon4hs preaching came, and he hum- Naz. x, 


bled bimſelf chus extreamly. Great men mult "_ with 
inferiors in the duties of hnmiliation , yea, rather then 
be wanting, mult go before them in good. example. The 
reaſon is, Great menas well as others are ſinners and have 
ſouls ro fave, or to damne , yea, they fin doable ſins, that 
is, not only in a, but by their bad example which cauſerh 
others to {tumble and fall, 

Conſider this. ye that are -heads of the people, and be 
throughly humbled for all your fins. Be examples in hu- 
miliation and reformation, as well as in tranſgreſlion, 
This is no place to exhort King and Nobles to thoſe du- 
ties © butan equity lies upon Magiſtrates of a lower ſize, 


vpon rich men, andall whom God hath ſet above others, 
_ _ 
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 Wote 3, 


Mgt6-17. 
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to ſeek God by faſting and prayer for their good, and the 
good of underlings. Here is a ſpecial rule for that in 
Kom,12.16, Make your ſelves equal to thews of the lower ſor, 
Secoudly, the Ninevites repentance is declared by the 


' Authority they had for their faſting : namely, The Decree 


of the King and bis Nobles, The people proclarmed a fat, 


ſaid the firſt verſe ; but not of their own head, they had 


the ſanon and ſtamp of civil Aathority for their doings, 
 Irwasever yet in the power of the civil Magiſtrate, to 
appoint publick Faſts for their people : ſo did Jehoſaphar, 
and ſo did other good Princes , and ſo they entermedled 


.in ordering other matters of Religion, as it is ſaid, The 


Chriſtian Magiſtrate is the Keeper of both Tables, 

Let us conhider, and be orderly in all our religious per- 
formances , ſtill ſee Authority going before us : or,if the 
Magiſtrate megle& cocall a Faſt when juſt occaſion re- 
quires, Private Chriſtians muſt betake themſeives to their 
Families and Cloſets, Thas the Father who ſeeth m ſecret, 
may reward them openly, Certainly nothing may be done 


.in Religion wich-contempt of Authority, or ſoas to diſ- 


pu Magiſtrates before their people. lc isan evil and 


-head-long devotion, which out-faceth or ſhameth Gods 


Viccgerents, 


Contents of the Now in this Proclamation for a Faſtat Nineve we have to 
Preclam@108 conſiders 1. The abſtinence enjoyned, Not to eat or drink, op 


Jecl 2-14. 


Outward bus 
-$nilation r1equi- 


wear ſoft Apparcd.2.Prayer required,and that in a fervent 
manner, Lec them cry mightiby unto God, 3+ Reformation 
of life exacted, Let every one turn from bus evil way, All am- 


Plified by an hope to over-intreat God, as Jonab had 
-preached : juſt as the 'Propher joe/ framed his Motive, 


Who kyoweth if be will return and repent, and leave a bliſſing 
behind is? Categorical denunciations of judgements are 
__” God ; ſecretly ſuſpended with conditions, for which 
ee 7er.18.7,5, - 
For the abſtinence here required : Heathens newly con- 


-redof Pexizexzs Neried could ſee theſe outward obſervations to be neceſ- 


lary 
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ſary, as judging themſelves unworthy of comfort by the 
_ creatures ; and the Jews in their faſts did five ways afflit 
their ſouls. ſaith Maymonides. 

x, By abſtaining pf 
allowance and maintenance of nature, and. nature will 
look for his due and refreſhment, but muſt ſometimes be 
reſtrained, ſo to give way to grace, and to the more. ear- 


neſt ſeeking of Gods favour ; there being pain in the 
want, and that pain R——_ to the more devotion, ſo. 


here, and J«dg.20,26, 


2. By putting off tine Apparel, Ornaments; and Shoos, 


and wearing ſackcloth which might pur them:to farther 
pain, and was uſed onlyin way of. modeſty , otherwiſe 
confelling they deſerved to be ſtript Nark-naked of lt 


comforts , ſo here , and. Exod. 33. 4,6. 2 Saw. 15.30, 


pſal,35.13, ; 

3- By not waſhing themſelves as they were wort, and 
as was good for them in thoſe hot Countries, 2 Saw. 12. 
20,21, Abraham and Lot gave water to the ſtrangers they 


entertained , that they mighr waſh afcer - their} ſore 


and ſcorching travel, 
4. By nor anointing themſelves , as . was ordinary , 


rom- meat and drink , which are the. 


3s. 


Dar.10.3, God gives man Oil ro make hu face ſhine. bur eld; Is, 


now there ſhall bc a forbearance, where if any objeR,char 


Chriſt bids azo1nt onr face when we faſt : the anſwer is cafie, Mat. 6,17, 


Our Saviour ſpeaks comparatively, andin oppoſition to 
hypocrites , rather then appear to men co faſt, anoine thy 
face and look pleaſantly. 

5. By forbearing the ufe of the Marriage-bed, and all 
thoſe comforts which accompany thae eſtate, 2 Sans. 11, 
31. Joel 2,16, Zech.12.14., 1Cer.7,5, The order of grace 
muſt bear ſway againſt the order of nature: and all fay, 
Aleſs good mult give way toa greatar, —_ 

Remember, and do this on the day of a pnblick hami- 
hation. 0bjeft. We have no fuch eminent occaſion as the 


Ninevites had, Te: forty deys and Nuneve ſhall be overthrown.” 
| Anſw... 


Jo 


Hi. . 


Fervent prayer For the fervent prayer 


needſpito a 
.F aft, 
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Asſw. Danger may be as much eminent to us as:it-was to 
them, Ye know the contrary agitations of ſeveral parties 
bandying one agaifit another, and ye know our fas are 
much greater then theirs, becauſe of more abundanc.ighr, 
means of grace, offers of peace, patience and long-ſuffer- 
ivg of God, and offending after tormer humiliations, 

But may I not eat a little on a faſting-day, by reaſon of 
my. infirmity ? A»ſw, 1, In caſe ofextraordinary .danger 
all ſuch infirmicies ſhould be forgotten, and the matter 
put to anadventure; and ſo men will do. ſometime for 
their pleaſure, in hunting or the like ; loſe a meals»meat or 
more, .2. Inour ordinary faſts which come of courle as it 
were, ic may be lawful for us to take ſome re-paſt againſt 
2 notable. infirmity ; as, of.colick , or fainting firs, In 
ſuch caſes God will have mercy,and not ſacrifie. 

But were it not ridiculous to put ſackcloth on our cat- 
tel, or cauſe them to faſt ? A-ſw. 1, For the ſackloth, none 
urgeth.jit as neceſſary either for them or our ſelves, nor 
yet aſhes, They were the tranſient ations of thoſe Coun- 
tries, 2. 1f. cattel were ſuffered to want for a white, ic 
would do them ne hurt: and in their mourning the Ma- 
fters might well rake notice of their own at uſe of the 
creature, their riot, their exceſſive pleaſure in hunting, 
&c. Andiif the cattel muſt be ſo pinched and -pained for 
their fin, what muſt they be for their own ſin ? But in 
truth theſe are meer Ceremonies, and no farther good 
then they teſtifie che many, #1 our ſpirits, 

ere required, Let themery 

mightily unto God: Hearty and fervent prayer is a chief 

matter ata Faſt: the King of Nineve underſtood well, ttat 

ghoſe naked ceremonies could. do little, unleſs ſuch xind 
of prayer were added. The like we are to underſtand of 

all ontward obſervations abſtracted from true piety, they 

are nothing worth, 1 7194,4,8, Bodily exerciſe pofueth [1- 

ile, Though the body were never ſo much macerated, 
and even brought to a-Conſumption, yet without 'contri- 
| c10n 
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tion of ſpirit it would avail nothing, 1 « the ferwint prayey 
of the righteous that ava:l:thmuch, Jam.5.16, | 

And note by the way, how this King ſpeaketh only of 
one God , namely, the God of the Hebrews whom Fonah 
had preached in che meſſage he brought. The many gods 
which be had ſerved before, began now to be vile in his 
eyes, as able to do him no good. Which is the guiſe of all 
true Converts, to reje& idol-gods, the belly, the Childe 
chat is idolized,che wealth,&c. 


Sec hence, why we make thoſe long prayers ona day of U#(:Y, 
faſting, Wich ſome this may.be accounted tedious, and Ap/ogy, 


hardly co be endured : But the caſe ſtands thus, Prayer is 
the chiet work of the day, and all our preaching is but to 
prepare your hearts, and ſtir up your affeRions to cyy 
wightily unite God, even with ſighs and groans that cannot 
be uttered. And by that time we have duly confefſed our 
own ſins and the ſins of the Land, together with ſupplica- 
tions for mercy and forbearance, judge you whether it be 
not requiſite to ſpend more time then ordinary, Adde 
thus : 

1, Theſe ſins are mighty ſins, and need mightily to be 
cryed down, Am2s 5.12. Iknow your manifold trarſpreſſons, 
and your mighty ſins. Some ſinners are mighty to pour in 
ſtrong drink, to ſwear bloudily, ro commit uncleanneſs, 
to oppreſs their brethren, and the like. 

2. The mighty Godis mightily offended, and provo- 
kedto wrath, /ſal. 90 11, Who knoweth the power of thine 
anger ? it hath proved heavy to men and Angels: and ſo 
there needs a mighty cry to appeaſe this wrath, and ger 
judgements prevented, or removed. It had been too late 
for Nineve to pray, when once the forty days were ex- 

red, 
; 3. The enemies of our peace and Goſpel are mighty 
enemies , idolaters, profane perſons, diſſembling friends, 
real enemies, It is a wonder, that our houſe and Kingdom 
which isſo divided, is not fallen aſunder long ago. nA 
þ reeds 
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needs mighty cryirig to God, that we may defeat theſe 
enemies. 

Remember this againſt a Faſt, and in your ordinary 
courſe of prayer, Wreſtle, ſtrive, continue inſtant in 
prayer, be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. True hri- 
{tians have both the gift and ſpirit of prayer, and ſhould 
ſtir up the gift rhat is in them, Do as Facos who wreſtled 


with the Angel, and would not let him go without a bleſ- 


ſing ; See how it is deſcribed in He. 12, 3,4,5,6, By his 
frergih he had poner with God ,, yea, be hai power over the 
Angel, ard prevailed : be wept and made ſupplications untq 
him. And the truly-godly are ſaid to be a generation of 
people much of the lame frame, Pſa/,24.6. Thu & the geaee 
ration of them that [tek bum, that ſrek tby face, O Jacob, They 
are the Iſrael of God ,, weak in themſelves, bur mighty in a 
ſpiritual conſideration, The weapons of their warfare are 
notcarnal, but m ghty thymgh God to thr )w down ſtrong-holdy, 
For the reformation of life here required : Amendment 
of life is neceſſary to all that repent and faſt arighe, Let 
tham turn eqery one from hu evil war, and from the violence 
that is in their band', In Scripture a mans way is that 
courſe of life which a man fteers for the pleaſing of God, 
and faving of his ſoul , And they that ſteer not aright, are 
faid ro go in anevil way, and need to turn out of it : Ard 
ſo toturn, is the true faſ}, and the true repentance, Sack- 
cloth and all abſtinence is nothing without eryimng ro Gog 
by prayer, and al{ prayer is nothing without a real refor- 
mation. E/a.58 6.7. 1s ot this the faſt that [ have choſen > 
to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to wndo the heavy burthens_ and 
ro let the oppreſſed go free ? and thar ze break, ev yoke? Us it 
n2t to deal thy bread t1 the hnngry, and that thou bring the poor 


that areca/t out, to thine houſe ? when thou [eff the aked_that 


thin cover b m, andih it thou hide not thy ſelf from thize 012 
fleſh? Zech,7.7, Shou'd ye no! bear the words which the Lord 
cryed by the former Prophets ? 

Whence it follows, that numbers never rightly kept a 
fa 
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faſt in all thoſe years, nor truly os 1m of their (fins. If 
they had, they would not be ſuch ſwearers as they are, 
or drunkards, lyars, unjuf, incontinent, otherwiſe un- 
. godly. Ifrhey had, they would every one have turned 
trom his evil way, and wrought righteouſneſs before 
God. Soynd reformation ever tollows upon ſound hnmi- 
liation, 

Thote chat would juſtifie their repentance for ſound, 
and teſtifie the ſincerity of their converſion ,'/et rhems 
emrn every one from his evil way, Never tell of the many 
faſts ye have kept, and how many tears ye have ſhed, or 
ſighs, or groans, but make all good by a thorow retor- 
ming of things amiſs. Bring forth frmits meer for repentance. 
Good apples argue the tree to be good, and the works'of 
p ety, mercy, and righteouſneſs argue the man who faſt- 
cd, to be a man truly- godly. 1.70 

Bur how ſhall I know, thac I reform arighe, and.in a ſa- 
ving manner? An/wx, 3 1.7} ge! 

1, In true converſion there is a turning from every evil 
way , though there be profic to be had by the in, or plea- 
ſure, or content of any kind. David that wasa true Peni- 
tent, hated every falſe way, Pſal.119,108.The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe all ſin is diſpleaſing to God, and dangerous to the 
ſoul : And no fin 1s forgiven bur it coſt Chriſt his deareſt 
bloud , there is no other price of our redemption, 1 Per, x. 
18,19. Weare not redeemed with corruprible things, as Silver 
and Gold , bat by the precious bloud of ( brift as of 4 Lamp 
Wit hoxt ior, 

2. In true converſion the ſpecial fin ſhall be ſingled out 
for cenſure, ſorrow, and amendment, as here the violence 
of theſe N nevites : So David confeſſed his foul ſins of fil- 
thine and bloud-guiltinels, Zachews confeſſed his for- 
ged caviilation, Matibew his fitting at the receic of cy- 
ſtom, fo-ab wrote the ſtory of his lying from God, and 
declining the work wt ich be had appointed him todo. All 
which chmgs (and the like ).ire written for our inſtruRj- 
0n,wo do the like. Y 2 3. In 


164 
5: 


7 Joel! 1.12413. 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 


3. Intrue converſion there is aturning to God wich 
all che heart, as the rule is given, Ter.4.1, /f chow wilt re- 
twrn, O !ſracl, ſaith the Lord, reewrn wio me, And Paul 
was ſent to turn the Gentiles from the power of Satan un- 
ro God, Att. 26, 18, Otherwiſe the converſion doth noc 
reach home : God is the party offended by ſip, and in 
Chriſt muſt be pleaſed with us again, or clſe we do no- 
thing. Remember chis our ordinary Theme , and turn. 
aright from your evil way, 


Ver. g. 
Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away 
from hk fierce anger, that we periſh not 2 


This may be the voice of faith ſtriving between hope 
and fear. The King and Nobles of N:»eve hope well they 
may be ſpared upon their repentance, but they fear the 
worlt ; they cannot tell what che event will be, they will 
uſe the means, but are not ſure what will be the ſucceſs : 
Only they hope God may be over-intreated by their hu- 
miliation and reformation to ſave them from periſhing. 
It is a temporal mercy which they crave, and. Gods own 
Children are not ſure alway to ſpeed in fuch matters, 21, 
to eſcape the danger of war, to get out of a great fit of 
ſickneſs, orthelike: Yea, ſuch is the modeſty of godly 
men, thatin the ſenſe of their own unworthineſs the 
will not preſcribe to Gods wiſdom concerning the length 
or ſtrength of their aMiRions, but quietly ſubmit to-his 
will and good pleaſure, / was dumb, audopened net wy 
mouth, becauſe thou didſt it, Plal.39.9. 

Yet methinks we may look higher, even to the forgive- 
neſs of fin, and ſalyation of the foul]. Our Saviour ſaith of 
the Ninevites, that they repented af the preaching of Jonah : 
and in the former words we have ſeen three aRs of repen- 
tance, and now the fourth will make upa competent de- 


kription 


ſcription of repentance, Repentance is ſuch a grace of ,,,. .. 
God, as whereby we are humbled tor fin, pray for par- rc 
don, reform what is amiſs, and have ſome hope of findin irs: 
mercy at Gods hands, All cheſe-were in the Ninevices, and. 
a-e in cach crue Convert, DO 

1. Atrue Convert is humbled for fin, though not per- 
haps in ſackcloth and aſhes, as theſe here , or though he. 
do not fall down on his face, as he inthe Corrmthians ; yerhis 
heart is pierced with godly ſorrow for ſin, which now be- 
gins to be very bitter and grievous to him : He finds it ax. 
evil And bitter thing to have forſaken the Lord bis God, Sin 
now is grown burdenſome to his-ſoul 8s is implyed ing 8 
thoſe words, labour and ave heavy ladex ; And now earthly OI 
comforts grow unſavory , what joy can he have ſo long 
as he is under the guilt and condemnation of his ſins ? 
eſpecially the pleaſures of ſin, O odjous and bitter to be 


thought on ! 


2. A true Convert prayes for the. pardon of his ſins, 

God te merciful to me @ ſinner 3 according to the multitude of p, 1 = 
thy mercies blat out my tranſgreſſion', S0 Daniel and Exra.in 
their humiliatiens : and theſe. Ninewites cry mightily wnto 
God. In the one and fittiech Pſalm we ſee Davids doubled. 
and trebled Pecitions for merey ; juft asa condemned Ma- 
lefaRor earneſtly beſeecheth the judge to ſhew him mer- 
CY, forgiveneſs of ſins being the hapaine ſs of a ſinner, Rom. 
4.6, and a chief mercy for- which we ſhould. pive thanks, 
Pſa/.103.1,2,3, Oh how happy ſhould I be (chinks the 
diſtreſſed ſoul ) if I were releaſed of my ins !. 

3. Atrue Convertreforms what is amils : Turns from 3- 
hi evil way, both Commiſſions, that the wickedneſſes ſhall 
not be done over and over, as heretofore ; and Om fſions, 
that he will do the duties which formerly he negleRed, 
peſonal and 5n the family ; not as our negative-Chriſtians, 
who reſt contented if they be not ſo bad as ſometirre they; 44 
were : No, God requires good to be done, as well as evil. 
to be lefr undone. Ceaſe io do evil, and (carniodew. {{, Fu: 
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| off the old man, put 0 the new, Pan! when he was converted 2 


. 


preſentlya sked, Lord, what wilt thou have me 10 do? 

4. Atrue Convert hath ſome hope of finding mercy at 
the hands of God, who can tell whether he will turn and (hew 
fawrr ? Though he cannot yet lay his ſin is pardoned , yet: 
he CONCELVES #: & pardonable; Torthe Lord my God belong mer - 
cies and ſorgivereſſes, we have heard of this King of 1[rael 
that he is a merciful King, therefore we will nouriſh ſome 
hope amid(t all our fears, and notwithſtanding many dif- 
couragements, 

The point is this : Gods own Children ſometimes can- 
not well ze whecher he will be merciful ro chem, that they 
periſhnot, there-is a Confli& oftaith berween hope and 
tear : we read ofa bruiſed reed, and ſmoaking flax ; fome 
fire, but much ſmoak. They can fay with the poor man, 
believe, but ſay with tears too, Lord belp my nnbelief. They 
can ſay, Gozd us preſent with me, but wkhall, who hall deliver 
me: from this body of death? 

Now this holds both firſt and laſt. 

1, Atthe beginning of converſion, a young Convert 


cannot tell whether his fins be forgiven him ; and his ſoul 


ſet in ſafety by Jeſus Chriſt ; as the Childe lives in the 
womb, but knows not that he lives. A man may be rich, 
and not know that. he is rich ; ſo a* Chrittian, is ignorant 


concerning his good eſtate toward God, till the 5pirir of 


repelation be gen him to know his happineſs, 

2. Afterward, all along in his courſe he hath his doubt- 
ings, fears, cares, jealouties concerning the love of God 
returning upon him now and then ; which comes to paſs 
by the weakneſs of h's faith, by che ſtrength of tempeati- 
ons, by his remiſneſs in uſing the means of grace, or by 
neglecting 5 religious courſe : Hath che Lord forgortes e1 
be gracuom ? &c, One way or other it comes to paſs, thar 
even a good Chriſtian mult rejoyce with trembling , and 
wo'k out hy (alyaitn with fear and trembling; and, he thar 
ere while was very confident, it little time begins to flag 
and 
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and faint exceediugly ; / know that my Redeemer lrueth, ſa'd 
Job, yet by and by he was quite carryed down the. ſtream. 
But may nora Chriſtian eff whether Gods fierce anger 


be turned from bim,or no ? Anſw, 
I, There be good and ſufficient grounds for aſfurance 
as for example, the covenant of grace, the freeneſs an 


largeneſs of the promiſes, the powerful ſatisfaRtion and 
interceſſion of Jelus Chriſt, the word of reconciliation 
committed ro Miniiters, rhe Oath of God, the Seals of 


Sacraments, with ocher, Why all this, bur to give us fro» 


conſolation i God would not have his Children to doubt Heb.s.: s: 


and be afraid , and hath ſaid, Why did ye dowbt, O ye of lit= 
tle faith ? Be nor-taithleſs, bur believing, &c. Aſſurance 
then is to be had, and thoſe are the grounds of this aſſu- 
rance, 

2. [his aſſurance admits of defrees.In Scripture we read 
of aſſurance, mpgch aſſurance,and ful aſſurance of faith; Some 
days are brighter then other, and the comforts of ſome 
Chriſtians are more lively then of others. Yea in the 
ſame Chriſtian there be /«c'44 interval: among all their 
evidences, dusky at times, but the cloud ſoon vaniſhes ; 


and after many wreſtlings comes at laſt the triumph of - 
faith, Wh (all «Conſe, or condemn,or ſeparate u from the love Rom.8.34..: 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt ? Again, O deat*, where i thy ſting? O * Corllg 55, 


grave, whe e 1 (thy wittory? Which ts ſeen ſometimes of 
them that ſaid heretofore, There is but a ſtep between me 
and death, between me and hell, 

All which makes againſt the vain confidence of idle 
Chriſtians, who preſume ro know Gods mercy toward 
them without any doubting : A ching which divers godly 
and ſerious men bave not yet obtained, and ſometimes 
fear rhey ſhall never obtain. 

Here we will examine a little the fears of the one, and 
the hopes of the other, 


 ſpiric 


Queſt, 
Anſw, 


Godly mens : 
For the fears of the godly, | ſears are hops - 
x, The Lord orders all their fears, and rgpderneſ; 
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ſpirit to'their greateſt good , as here, the fear of theſe 
Nmevites; firſt they are affrighted with the horror of a 
ſuddain overthrow, and this tear works them to repen- 
rance, that they ſhall eſcape the denounced overthrow : 
So (till, generally « i»the Lords method in bringing ſouls 
home to himſelf , firſt out of ſecurity to convince them of 
a bad eſtate, and ſo let them repent and ſeek after God : 
let them be ſick, and ſee their need of a Phyſician ; let 
chem be pricked at heart, and ask what chey mult do to be 
ſaved; and, Did ye ſee b.m nhym my ſoul leveth ? can ye pive 
me any ſure mark of my beivg 6: Chriſt ? can this or thet ſland 
with the iruth of grace? | am afriadT am mot right in the 
main, 1 doubt that all this while 1 do but deceive my own ſegl, 
Of which tenderneſs the Lord makes this uſe, to bring 
forth judgement to viRtory : He will not break the bruiſed 
reed, nor quench the (moaking flax , his power is manifeſted 
in his peoples weakneſs, and his grace ſhall be ſufficienc 
for them. 

2. The ſears of godly men put them into cares about the 
means of grace, and has ſuch a courſe of religiouſneſs 
as they may make their calling and e'ection ſure, 2 /er.1, 
10. So pray, and ſo read, and lo hear, and (o receive Sa- 
craments,and walk ſo ſtriftly and orderly, as God may 
pleaſe to ſhew rthems bu ſalvation. Fear makes men Clients, 
foto ſecure their Eſtates by repairing to their learned 
Counſel : ſo here, for the eſtate of che ſoul, And a d:\- 
creet man newly recovered out of great ſickneſs, narrow- 
ly obſcrves his diet, and ſo gets more health perhaps then 
a ſtronger man ,ſo here, and this is the phrale of working 
out ſalvation with fear andtrembl ng, 

3. This kind of fear -hath the promiſe of bleſſedneſs, 
Prev 28 14. Klifſed is the m.1n that feareth alway , namely, 
with a Childlike and holy fear, fear to offend, care to 
pleaſe, and perfelt b:lireſs in the fear of ihe Lord, ? he ten- 
aerreſs of ſuch us the heart of fleſh, which the Lord by Cove- 
nant ſaid he would give his peopley and, he will be their 


God, 
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God, and they ſhall be his people , he will forgive their 
ſins,and remember cheir iniquity no more, andwill ſo pur 
his fear into them, that they ſhall never depart from him, 

Bur if carnal! perſons have any fears concerning their 
ſpiritual eſtate, it never works in ſuch a manner 3 alt paſ- 
ſeth away in flaſhes, Be rid of them as ſoon as ye can,and 
be merry while ye may ; away with this melancholy, and 


be jovial, 
For the hopes of idle and vain Chriſtans, whe doubt wicked #exr 
not a whit of Gods love to them, | ſay thus, bopes are fear- 


1, They are diſgraced by the ſubjeR, that is, the per- [# 
ſons in whom they are, looſe and vain perſons. None but - 
the godly have the right hope which will laſt'in a ſad 
houre. Pro, 14. 32. the righteous hath bope in bu death. Such 
at worſt are priſoners of hope, Ever ſince they were con- 5*ch 9-12. 
verted, they have been in an hopeful condition. For 
others, their hope ſhall periſh, it ſhall be as the ſpiders 
web , or as the giving up of the ghoſt, Profane perſons 
and hypocrites, never went upon a good foundation, and 
ſo all cheir building lies in the duſt, 
2, True hope is grounded in faith, and in reconcilatian - 
with God thereby, We hope well, becauſe we know 
whom we belezve, and he is the hope of /ſrael, the Saviour 
thereof in the time of need. So we are ſaved by hype, Rom. Jer.t7 13: 
8- 24. But this is skipped over by theſe perſons, A gene- 
ra! hope of mercy ſhall ſerve thecurne. 
3, True hope ariſeth our of regeacration, and dwells \,, 
in the new creature, 1 Pet, 2. 3. Cod bepets us Agarn to a 
lively hope, Bur numbers have all their hope from rhe firſt 
birch, beleeve in God evcr fince they can remember, 
never do bced lince thei were Born , Pitie he ſhould live 
who doubts of his ſalvation, which is roo fine and eaſe to 
be good, fonahs gourd iprung np ina night, and wither 
ed ina nighr, Thelike we may fay of :heſe Muſhromes, 
4» Truc hope yeelds che benent of /r-» c-n| lation 1 4. 
foul weather that lies upon ctie foul Heb, 6. 18,19.:6 
# an anchir ſure 4,d ſte :talt, By hope we baye ſeen him 
Z [0 
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to ſive, who was about to dye, David bad fainted, but 
that hope he!d him up by the chinne, Pf. 27. 13, Thad 
faintea, bu: that i ho:ed to ſee the poorneſſe of the Lord in the 
laid of the I!ving Bur the heart of an hypocrite, when 
brotight into great danger, dyes in him, a» Nabals, The 
houſe buil. on the ſand , when the windes and ſtormes 
came, fell quickly, and great was the fall thereof, 

5. True lope ts cleanly wherever it comes, both as ro 
the heart and lite, 1 Joh, 3. 3, Every one that hath this hope, 
par: fieth bimſelf eve- 45 Gods pure. It 's of the ſame nature 
wich the mother, which 1s Faith, and purifies :ke hears, Hope 
is neither ſloven nor ſlut : burfſo js the hope of many ; ex- 
pe& much art the hands of God, bur live in their ſins : 
which is againſt all reaſon, as if a man ſhould ſtand for 
preferme rt. yet lives ſo as ro be uncapable. | 

Chriſtians, be perſwaded foto order your courſe, as 
ye may grow up to ſome comfortable aſſuranee of Gods 
love to your ſoules : thar though ye get not the full »[;,- 
ranuce of faith, yet ye may have mrcb aſſurance, or if not 
much yet ſome aſſurance : Do all chat may help your faith 
againſt your feares,and that your hope in God m:y be che= 
riſhed:which ye will find to be very good when you come 

to lie on your death-bed, or be caſt into great afflition . 
to ſay, know whom 1 have believed, &e. 

There be ſome that ſhould think of the great change 
by converſion. Some have not yet repented, nor made 
their peace with God, and may well think thar ic is they 
who mult reyent, and not God. Repentance notes a 
change in the creature, not the Creator ; With him is uo ya- 
r4.ableneſs, nor ſhadow of turmzg, Therefore never think he 
will come tothy bent, but come thou to bis, If not, know 
he hath a fierce anger ro put forth upon thee, nor can all. 
men or Angels turn it away, but only Jeſus Chriſt : He zs 
our peace, be hath taken auaythe enmity «and kand-writing of 
Ordinances that was aga xt ws, nailing it tolis Croſs, And 
we may have acceſs with boldneſs by the fathof hm, We 

| need 
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need not ſay, Whe cantell: if Ged will turn, that we periſh 
not? I can tell (ſaith Berward and] will be ſurety for 
God that he will not burn forth inanger upon the truly 
and he will perform to the -uttermoſt, ſo he did here to 
the Ninewzes, as follows, | 


Ver. 10, 


And God ſaw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way ;, and God repented of the evil that he had 
ſaid that he would do unto them, ang he did it not. 


The King of N:neve ſpake doubtingly, #ho can tell if the 
Lord will pare w? and now the Lord gives a reſolution of 
the doubt, They ſhall be ſpared ; So to doubting Chriſti- 
ans, the Lord will ſtep in witha timely ſatisfa&jon, for 
ſtaying their hearts, and doing them good. He mill þeak 
peace to by people, ſaying, Your iniquity 15 pardantd, your war- 
fare is accompliſhed, Doth any repent, and ſeck the peace 
with his Majeſty ? be will quickly ſay, I bave found a ran- 
ſome, he ſhall not dye. ' I. ” 

Note again, the King doubted whether they ſhould be 
ſpared, though they faſted, prayed, and amended their 
lives. But the world is grown far worſe — . that 
though men faſt not, nor pray, nor amend, yet they can 
tell the Lord will ſpare, and be mercitul ro chem. Though 
they keep violence in their hands, deceit, filthineſs, other 
provocetions, yet all ſhall do well ; they fear nothing, A 
note of deſperate wickedneſs in the men, and of abundane 
long-ſuffering in God, who ſpares ſuch a venturous and 
vile generation. Oh that the patience and goodneſs of 
God might once at laſt /ead them. io ep ntarce ! 

In the words we have two parts. 1. The Lord takes 
notice of the Ninevites humiliation and retormation, He 
| & 4 ſaw 
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ſaw their works, that they turned frow their evil way, 2, He 
grants them pardon and peace, He did not the evilthar be 
ſaid he would do unto then. 

Out of the whole ir-might be asked, how the Lord is a 
true God, and yer performs not the threat whigh was de- 
nounced againſt Nimeve. Anſw.Categorical denunciations 
of judgment are ever ſecretly ſuſpended with conditions, 
which rhe Lord keeps cloſe to himſelt; thus, Except Nine 
ve repent within forty days, witt 8: forty days Nineve ſhall 
be overtixrown, God bong the Soveraign Lord of the 
world, is not bound to Glſcloſe his whole counſel, An 
earthly King hath his ſecrets, and whatever of his pleaſure 
he revealeth , yer he revcaleth not all : Say the like of the 
King of Nations. 

This our anſwer is cleared out of plainer places of Scri- 
pture, where God himſelf gives ſuch an expoſition, as 
for example. 1. Concerning a particular ſinner, againſt 
whom wrath and damnation is thundered : Yer if che wick 
ed ſhall turn from all his fins, and keep all my Ftatutes, he ſhall 
ſurely live, be fpall not dye , Exek.18 21,22,23, 2 Concer- 
ning a whole Nation, againſt which the faithful preachers 
have preached much and often ; yet upon humiliation all 
ſhall do well, Jer. 18 7,8,. At what inſtant 1 ſhall peak con- 
cerning a Nation, and concermrg a Kingdow,to pluck up, and 
50 pull down, and to deftroy it ; If that Nation againſt wh:cbI 
have pronounced, turn from their evil, Twill repent of the evil 
that 1 thonght to do unto them, 3, Concerning the Jewiſh 
Nation, againſt which wrath had gone forth many a time, 
yet atthe prayers of godly men they were a long time 
ſpared, Pſa/.106,23- He ſaid that he would deſtroy them had 
01 Moſes his choſen ſt:od before him in the breach , ts turn a« 
way bis wrath, leſt be ſhould deſtroy thim. In the like man- 
ner here againſt Nineve , this change in them admits a 
change in Gods execution of his menaces , called repeg- 
tance, 

But it may be asked, Why doth God propourd ſuch 
threats 
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threats «bſo/utely; that is, without the implyed conditi- 
ons? Anſw, 1, Becauſe of his abſolute Soveraignty, A»ſm. 
2. The conditions are ſometimes expreſt, as in thoſe pla- 
ces, and in our Miniſtery, 3. When they are ſuppreſt, ic 
is to rowſe ſecure ſinners the more effeQtually z who may Y 
be ſtarcled to hear ſuch terrible thundering peals ſhot off ; 
againſt chem, and ſay, Ic is time to look abour us, and con- 
ſider what we have todo : Do we not hear the warning- 
pieces which God hath diſcharged to our great amaze- 
ment ? So did Nineve at this time 
God ſaw their works, that they turned from their evil way, Doftr, x, 
The Lord takes notice of the ations and behaviours of Att: of Perie- 
peni:ent and converted ſinners, as.of the Ninewites here , **1s obſerved 
of the Prodigal returning to his Father., of Hexekiah ] 50% R 
weeping and praying, and ſo of others, Re 23 
;, He looks to the counterfeit repentance of hyp0+ 7 
crites, as in Atabs caſe, 1 Kirp, 21 29. Seeſt thou how he 
bumble: himſelf before me? and the repentance of Jadah in 
Joſiahs time, where was great humiliation and mugh refore 
mation, bur all was in -: fared manner; and ſo it is cenſu- 
red, Jer.3 10..Judah hath nat turned to me with her whole 
hart, but fained'y, ſaith the Lord, And Reboboam was ſpa- 
red a while. becauſe after a ſort he humbled himſelf, 
2 Chron,12.12. = 
2, He looks to the ſincere repentance of true Con- my 
vertsS3as of Mara ebard of Epbra:m, Jer 285] 8. [ have 
ſwrely heard Ephraim bemoanng binsſelf, And Peter who 
went forth and wept bitterly , And the. Churches of 4/ia, 
whoſe works he knew, So in the Goſpel, the Father thac 
ſees in ſecret, takes notice who faſts and prayes in ſecret , 
and means to reward him openly : which is appliable ro 
each true Penitent at this day, One day all ſhall be re- 
warded openly, 
Obſerve, it is not ſaid that God ſaw the abſtinence of 
theſe Ninew tes, or heard their mighty crying (though yet 


he heard ard ſaw al! this, being all eye,ſo as in every place he 
behold: 
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bebolds the evil ard good) but he ſaw their works, and what 
a real reformation was come among them , without which 
all the reſt would have paſt away as idle and fruitleſs Ce- 
remonies ; So are all forms without obedience. Bodily ex- 
erciſe profiterb little, Bring no more wan oblarions, Ofc, 

Yet amidſt all doing remember one thing*: God firſt 
and principally hath an eyeto the heart, whechet that be 
right with him orno: ft is the brcken heart which the 
Lord mainly reſpe&s in a penitent , A broken and a contrite 
heart us the ſacrifices of God, And then on the other ſide, 
where the heart is contrite, the life will conform, there 
will bea turning of every one from his evil way, as alſo 
the working ot righteouſneſs, At Ninzeve a man now 
might have ſeen one making reſtitution of his ill-gotten 
g00ds, another giving ſatisfaction for the wrong he had 
done, a third paying his debts, a fourth exhorting his 
Children and Servants, all conteſling their fins , bewailing 
them, and turning over a new leaf, So with us, where any 
are truly penitenr, we ſhall quickly ſee a great reforma- 
tion. 

But Gods notice taking may be a hotable encourage- 
ment to all, both ro repent, and to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance, Ir rant to do 

is ducifulneſs. Be 
therefore, and do, as God may note thee for good. ſo 
faſt, and ſo pray, and ſo give alms, as the great and good 
God may like and approve , no matter though men ſee 
not, ſo long as God ſees; and ne matter if they ſcorn 
when they ice. The approbation of God alone is tar to be 
Preferred before a!) ſuffrage- of men whoſoever they be. 
The Apottles in all che courſe of their miniſtery approved 
themſelves to God and then eſteemed allto be well : and 
they ſaid, Not he that commerdeth bimſelf x approved , but 
whom the Lord c:mmendeth, And he & the true Jew (or Chri- 
ſtian) whoſe praiſe 15s not of men, bat of God, And ſuch a one 


will ſay asDav:4 indoing duty,! will be more wile #n the eje of 


the 
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I75- 
the world , aud however it go, ver in the eye of my God I ſhall a Sam. 6.2.2. 
be gloriow, And certainly, the true and laſting honor is £«-49-5. 


that which comes from above, 
There be many hinderances of a true and effeual re- 


pentance, many Objections againit itz and many Deluli- 
ons abour it. 


0: jcAions a- 


1. Whena man is ofthe mindto repent and turn from £9 "renting, 


his evil wayes, he meets with many ObjeRions which 
may delay the matter, if not quite hinder him , as for ex- 
ample, the ſourneſs of the thing, the contrary courſe of 
the world, the ſubcilties of Satan, the pleaſures or profits 
that are to be had by fin, the jeers of idle companions, or 
counſels, carnal reaſonings, and the like : Apainſt all 
which a man ſhould arm himſelf wich theſe confſiderati- 
ons, My God oftentimes calls me to repentance, I have 
done enough and enough to repent moſt earneſtly, I am 
in great danger unleſs I repent to che purpoſe , and on the 
other ſide, it I repent truly and effeRually, God will take 
notice of me for good, as here-to the Nizewter, On there- 
fore I will go, breaking through all objeRions and diffi 
cultics, The Lord hold thee in that good reſolution | It 
is the ready way to life and ſalvation, 
repentance, thinking he hath repented when it is no ſuch i:. 
matter; and ſo, that God is reconciled to him, when in- 
deed he is not , as ior example, Thoſe that deceive them- 
{elves with a few /ighs or ters, as did Ahab ; Thoſe that lift 
up their voice on high, and ha:g the head like a Bulruſh for 4 
day, as in Eſay ,, And they that ſay they are ſorrowful , but 
1t appears not atterward, who all ſhould remember Jadas 
and other hypocrites, and the m9ring dew which is ſoon 
dryed up; and honoring God with the lips when the hearr 
is far from him and che frairs or works meet for repen- 
tance, And they ſhould remember how a naturall man 
wou!d be willing to flee from the wrath to come , though he 
never take a thorow courle thereunto, Self love can do 
ns 


2 For Delulions, many a man miſtakes the buſineſs of Mitake clone 
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it; that the worſt that is would be oth to go to hell when 
he dyes, anddelire to go to heaven : And they ſhould 
remember what work 1s laid out for the cruly-penicenc, 
2 Cor, 7.11, Carefulneſ;, Zeal, and thereſt: With thoſe 
notes of turning rightly from the evil way, every evil 
way ; the belcved evil way; and that conſt emtly, Te muſt no 
more return #0 folly, And toturn fo far, as to get unto God, 
and walk with him in holineſs, 

Conſider, and be not lorh to repent, nor yet miſtaken, 

Know this is the only comfortable change for a poor 
ſinner. not God is changed when he is ſaid co repent, buc 
the ſinner is changed, When God doth his great works 
of Creation and of Miracles, he ſets forth his own glory : 
but when he works upon the creatures, he works for 
their commodity, as here, for the benefit of Nineve which 
was ſorely threatned. And the change was in the Nine- 
vites, not God, either eſſence or purpoſe. Try it after 
them who will, he ſhall find thac wichout the great 
change of converſion there is no good to be done with the 
creat God of heaven : And upon ſuch a change , God will 
enrn frowns into ſmiles, and threats into promiſes , yea 
molk gracious performances, as here ; 

He repentedo} the ev 1, and didit wit, 
- God pardons pericent ſinners, and turns away their 
deſerveipuniſhment, For pardon, ſee Fſa/. 32 5. David 
was humbled, and confeſſed his tranſgreſtions , and the 
Lord forgave bim the iniquity of bi fin, And ſee Eſa, 5-6, 
7, Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon bim 2h le 
he ts near ;, Let the wicked forſake hu way, and rhe wnright e« us 
man his thoughts , avd let h:mreturn untothe Lord, a:d be 14! 
have mercy upon h.m, ard i0 0ur God, for he will abuvdanily 
pardw, So he did tothe Ninevites, forah, Manaſſeh , the 
Prodigal, other great offenders, For puniſhment, diſtin. 
-Suiſh, 
- 7, There is an eternal puniſhment due for ſin,according 
£0 the infinite Mazeſty ot-God who is offended , everlaſt'sg 


pun ſh. 
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So here is more encouragement ro =" Yeſee your . Re, 
remedy, if judgements be to be prevented, or to be re» arereexco 
moved . be 'bumbled before your God, and ir may be ragement ro re» 
done. Jonah was « /ignto the Ninevnes, namely co repent 2. 
and be pardoned : As he, ſo they ; and as theysſo we, All 
fot or inſtrution, that repenting as they did, we oy 
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But it diſyleaſed Jonah" exeredimgly, : 
angry ; And he prayed unto the Lord, anda 
"thee O Lord, was ng! this my ſaJ/\g1 hen 

any Country 2 therefore 1 fled wnto Tarth 
knew that thou art a gractom God, and mercifu 

. fo angtr of great kendneſs, and vepenteſt; thi 
- exil, Therefore now, O'Lowdy Take & biſte h 
| my" Life from me, for it it better fir "v6 dje"then 
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ta live,” DW Waka 6 
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— Nineves | a ao Chapter, 
'The Rventsate of two ſorts, a froward ſervant,” and a 
atle Mafter. - : {7 Po te PR OR RAU TG 


ge | | {0 
In Jonab we ſee th&exam le of a frowa rd and i 
Saint, who too and poo his -own reaſon, ons 
due 1 tothe Will of God, or to rhe gogd' of fin- 


ners,” For xgood man, hes as cholerick'a man as' 
we ſhallread of, And'we havehis fellows, jf not itf pogds 
neſs, yet in teſtinels and previſhneſs. Take heed, #nd ds 
not nicht <- | : 
1, We ſee how ill he takes the f, _ of Nineve, Yer.1. Parts, 

he is d'iF/caſedand angry. 2. We hear him juſtifying his 
former flying, ver. 2. 3. We read a ftrange prayer he 
makes, ver.3. Take my tife from me, #4 We may hear more 

eviſhneſs. vtr.g. 1 de well to be angry, even'unto death, 

For the firſt of rheſe, we may not conceive Fonah dil- Wha i was 


god or angry at the repentance of the Ninevites 3 his #5, difptajed 
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cing quite contraty'to the'tfurh -of grace which was in 
| Aa 2 Jonah. 


in. 24 me 
meh; Grace never oppoſeth- grace'in another, bur fir 
Nires it, and thenre Foto. But, 'ir diiÞ/caſed hins 
exeetdingly , chatis, thatitheLorde:dbvr the 8011 which he 
ſaid ha would do to Nineve,” And why fo? becauſe now he 
ſhould be accounted a falſe/Prophety and 'God who ſaid 
Neve ſhould be overthrown, ſhould be blaſphemed as yg. 
riable, andnorerueof higword; as. por onlythe heachens. 
roundabout, but even the / ragtines themſelves would' be 
ready to,jeer ar his coming tome among them :-A goodly 
meſſenger arid meſſage ! and hereafter we will not regard 


thee a whit, | 

\ © Tr diiÞlcaſed Jonab exceedingly, and be wat very angry, 

| - Some ſay liewss offended ar the calling.of the Gentiles, 
as thoſe i -$3:and:22,)and that by the ſpirit of prce+ 


pheſic be, foreſaw the rejeRion of the Jews, into: whoſe 
room the Gentiles were-to ſucceed. Bur this is too far 
fetched, nor agrees withthe Text and Argument here 
br Be ineſs of an holy heart, ſuch xs. 
Fonths was, Tezs beſt to underſtand it as before. 


. Apd. we mayobſerve; A godly man hath many and 
' Note, kao ode . but withall, confeſſeth chem horwh to 
The godly bave, the ſhame of his own face, as doth Jonab.here. Formerly 
; . andeonfeſs from the ſame ground, we concluded the Divinity of the 
their infirii- coomenres: and n wibef ity. of the Saints... Pau! for 
= criptyrgs.z and now the Gnceriry, of the Saints.. Pas! for 
email I do net the good 1 would, and 1 do the cuil I would 
wet : O wretched man that 1 amwbo ſhall deliver we.! 
, Remember this, ye. Saints,, and enure .your ſclves-to 
ſe. the duties of humiliation and mortification , and where 
juſt oscaſion is, be not aſhamed ro gonfeſs and give glory to 
17 ts. God. Let Gedi errue, and every man 4 lyar. To me belongs 
Ou” no: bing bus ſhame and __— of face : with a Jowly deport- 
ment, ſuitableto thoſe humble conceits and ſpeeches you. 
Leſſonsto be uſe concerning your ſelves. 
tered from a for mortification, learn by theſe. failings of 
Jonahs > F my Cac 36 v7 
1," ' iy. 3+ Not. to be. medded go thine own will, ſo as toler it 


before, 


ly... 3-6 35 ee BR tr Pk 

2, Having a deſire to advance the glory of God, be 
ſure to-uſe right means thereunto 3inot as Forab, who for 
fear of Gods diſhonor refuſed rodo Gods Errand at Ni- 
reve; It isa goodly and ſpeciquscolounfor aRions; ro. 
talk.of the glory of God : bur if Pe rſe-benot 2 
and warrantabic courſe, in vain ſhallthe glory 
pretended, who will never account himſelf honour 
in a way. of his own, . Yea, i: hath been. the. advanceme! 
of many a wickedneſs, to pretend ſo and i0.5n order $6: 
and the courſe of Antichriſt, ro make a noiſe of; afting 
#der tothe Church, 'i1_ F-) 64 ls 

3..Be. tender of the life of man, and of his. outward 3s 
welfare; 1 ſay flor. ſoul, buteventhe-body and. worldly 
condition , as Jonah was not, and.WEſee how.he is chid 
for it. And we ſee how loving the Lord. is, even jo-chis 
reſpe&, yer. 11. Shou/d not 1 fpay,e Nineve, ality fo poprelex 2 
Rememberthe ſixt Commandment, Thou halt nt kill, no ! Thef. 4.6. 
notin defire.; Remember thoſe commands, Let ns mar 
defrand or go beyond bis Brother in any matter, for the: Lord ts 
the averger of all ſuch, And, be chary of thy Neighbours 
Oxe or Aſſe, much more of his life, and comfort of his 
life; We are fallen into an hard; yea b'oudy age, wherein 
he life of man is little regarded, nor how well he ſhall go 
along in his caurſe, Take heed, there remains a zerculeſs 
Judgement for them that ſhew no mercy, 


4. Study the gaining of ſouls to God, and be \Blad 
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Fam,a.13. 


.wheg there is the icaſt hope of grace begun in any, Pere CP 


iſo 


7Luke 15.10- 


xs fort ” wal. cet or heard "> 
which: fhonſ{ bave gladJeFhien a inde hitn congrart- 
late their repentance, and ſafety thereupon, Remember, 
ani{do fo: Conv any if thow mayeſt beſo happy, and 
as rhere is joy i'm heaven for « fuger that repenteth,10 let it be 
 onearth. Itwasa wicked humour iv the Phariſces, chat 
they efvyed the" 'converfion' of the Publicans. Beware 
thou, and be ambitious of the great honor of-conyerting 
a foul, Dar, 1.2,3. To ine as the Stars for ever and ever, 
For the ſecond particular : A marvel it is, that J-#aþ is 
' ſo ſtout and Rurdy'afier his great puniſhment, and all 
thoſe rerrors which-God ſenc upon him, One would haye 
ppphr head had enough of his flying to Tarſu-. But ſo 
irfs,: Some godly men have ſtout and {turdy corruptions 
| ſticking b them which may bumble them, and keep chem 
: upon” es warch; and becauſe they watch noras they 
ht, God ſometimes exerciſech them wich ſtrong aMt- 
"and ſomerimes with ſtrong conflicts in ſad hourg, 
T ake heed, Chriſtian, and take < ſe}fin the manner for 
. every unmorrtifyed luſt, and every corgppr ' affeRion, 
dy humorsare oem: puniſhed with ſharp cemp- 
rations, or Viſirations of the Almighty. 

-. But1 had rather pur this humor of fo-4b npon a way of 
-eartial reaſoning, which too much frayed with him at this, 
time; raken from the mercy of God, which he thought 
would never ſo far proceed, asto tet Nineve be overthrown 
though he ſaid it ; Was not this my ſaying, thou art merciful, 
Ge? Tf Jonah had been ſent to Nineve with an offer of 
mercy upon their repentance, as to the ten Tribes, we 
- may verily think he would rather have offered his ſervice, 

then declined ir. But now he mutters againſt God for his 
+ meer denunciation of judgment, as if ir could not agree 
'with the nature of ſo merciful and gracious a Lord God : 


nies miſchie»  andthis miſ-lcadech him, 


' Carnal retfonings do ſometimes lead us from God and - 
duty, lb I otally, 


7.0% 


dp wer 'they-mi ondflew bs 


know God is ER aud. 1 
and of great En 4: live as fl fr UR, tur 


© wantogne(s, fin more that grate may abound ore: 
6 mea make-itymercy'is a common Loa i for hbr- 


rible wickednedles, and final impen -; oy  ſhonld. 
they cxouble themſbves about rope lis fo 
mercital? 


2. Partially, in the godly, as here in Jereb , he thaw K-22 
theſe Attributes, and.cherefore be:latt Ninewe and went to - 
Flag 4s -It were well if wadid-not ſometimes bear up our 

es£00 much.uponthe.mercy of on. and priterane i 


Chriſt, and ate of ſalvation, and 

ate, We hold the chi TT 

rably rverc them int Ro though we; ''Y 
not withfull Winde.and Tyde, yet we-lail too faſt with 2. 
ſide-w. inde, - 983.58 a # | 

Taks' bead, 'Chriſtiags; and.\down wit fe... 
reaſoningy, which, exale. them{ehoes ag ny Avoid thirn,.. 
Cod, aud againſt the due obudliewce to Teſte. "I 4 The-mini- 
ſtery jntendsthecafin7 thin gdowt, and 1o.do you, 2 Cor, 
10; 4,54 Never will Religionehrivd, where fuch reaſo- 
mig revA. As. it ew 'more; wit afiy:man, fe bc 
leaves them off, as Go! Pak tenſwied, pee: fleſh ard 
blond, bur fell to his preaching work. . . 

Conbder, there be many of theſe carnal reaſonings tu 
kgntram the: nlciepde, Ghia example.,. profir, plekure, 
credit, ſafety, or the like : but none more dangeransghen 
this from the mercy of God,ſo langas Gddis mervifal , 

on on they £01 their ſins, and fear nothing,. A miſerable. 
cate! 

Gods $7461016 ,, $Dat is, freely far his-qwa fake to for- 
givg.che tins of dis people. . And. Og 5, awful, chavis, 
will relieve them againſt all their m ery, ng 


hang eternal, : Anil. br w fov a0 anger: Ithags 
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m good; 7, Ho 
his orany Ee be abuſed woke fr6mn 
Fi -F were not this thieregdy w 
, pmacets 0h" vas alinolt dis 
SET: coughs 


ro 
pplication wo poly nr yup and O tine” 7 


my. ppc hard- ered wn wretch, wilt be quite drowned 
onc uw 7 ons: doc it gevelins! thou wilt , 

For the third parcignlar, 1e5a ſtrange pr abhe, Fa 
x«aþ;here makes, both'for che -manner, a even we J6 
oLit 3'He Je "fro 
We": "2949: 1- 

Vark, this i is fooken in _ being ance maly d: Mites: 
fed, and very 4»gry,, and. he ſpeaks ivin a mutteging-2nd 

(ypanney expoſtulacing the caſe-oven:with God 
himſelt, 7 pray thegO. Lord, was net this my ſaying when] was 
jan #97. Con 6:49/2 a8if. he hadiſaid,'! thought what "chuu 
ad juſt cauſe to fly away ard never do the Er- 
—_= Ur '1 ſaid what wonld conge of it:: A mb: 
God chow art, and] . doing:the Errand thou w 

dihaerchy GE '1ſbould:go for afatſePropher. © 
e/ prayers pur up ſometimes ar the 


Throne of Grace, ſeabge proce por people ;- in eheie-paſ 
ſion they ſometimes come: before ow in a tumultuating 


faſhion. :Qur rule is, topray withourwrath, 1 {1m, 2 '$, 
—_ ny good jimitarions theee are for the otdering of 


ler, Cbriſtians,an orddvyote yers aright, as 
K he ne er alſo for the manner d prinels Vent no 


aſſions betore the great God of heaven. ic will be ill- 
© inert r, which-is ſo conceived and uttered And 
pnenrnbe a Dovioe patience - hat will -bear wii ſach a 
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Motlecs rin curobſervesbl weak neſfes;” learn 
- bereby 


them away,and we need his interceſſion for that purpoſe. 
Prayer is ſo far from being meritorious, that wichoue 
mercy it ſhould nor be accepted, | rr 5 i, 

Bur come we fo the matter of Fon«hs prayer : Take my 
life ſreni me for 1t is better for me to dye then to live; ſo Elias 
would needs dye inall the baſte for the wickednefs/of 


i/rasl,8for tbe perſecution pf]Fexubel,r King,19,4,El145, 


cauſe iwss, better then J-ab;, who, only ſiood.,upon his 
own Creditzand Gods truth in the meſſage 2 hp 

et Eliab is reproved for it, ver. 9, What dorft thow bere, 
Fas ? and her ©, Doeſt t how well to be angry ? 


-- Iris ſififul to deſire death according to our 'own paſſios " 


nate humors; and may juſtly be reproved..." ., 
-/. There be Caſes wherein at is' layfpl to deſire Death; 
as for example, when we ſee Godicalling us, eur of the 
'world:; when the Martyrs faw the truth of God lying ac 
the ſtake; when the Congregation of the faichful is in dan» 
ger if betrayed; when an eminent Miniſter or Brother is 
ro be reſcued, as Aquila and Priſcilla laid down their 
necks for ”as/, and we oughe to lay down,our lives for 
the Brethren, 

But for irkſomene(s of living, or in any corrupt way 
whatſoevef to deſire death, is ucterly faulty, and de- 
ſerves to be reproved. Why ? Our life is the gitc of God, 
youchſafed for ſpecial uſes which be hath appointed , char 
he may be glorityed 5» 6, both living and dying, Phul. x, 
20, And therefore it may not be foregone till he pleaſe 
to take us off from our ſtation, Rightly 24-1, who in one 
reſpe& deſired to dye, but in another reſpeR deſired to 
live, ver.21,22,23,24- 

Take heed, Chriſtians, __ Samos all ſuch way-ward 


and 


Note, 
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 _» " Phe Propliſie ff Tonah: . 
and haſty linmors of defiring to dye, Ye may be deyd des 
fore ye arcaware.- And ſome havedeſired-to dye, whe 
were glad afterward that they. were alive. And why 
Mou Fe dye before ye have done your work? Or why 
are yc hic of ſuffering aceording-to the will of God? 
Ic comes to paſs ſorgetimes, that thoſe deſire death in thee 
own ways who have baſely and treacherouſly avoided 
death in the way of God : nice and finewhile they get 
their own ends, bur otherwiſe fool-hardy, - / = 

Take heed, and to thy power uſe life well. while thou 
haſt it ; in a Chriſtian way ſay, It is berter for thee 'to live 
then to dye : during life there is much good to bedone for 
the ſervice and glory'of God , The' I1vg , rhe: lining, ' he 


ſhall praife thee, Ela. 38.19. Spoken -in oppoſtion' toithe 


ſtate of the dead, from whom all occaſion of praiſing God 
is cut off, ver.18, So in #ſal.115,17,18, .  . , :. 

" Take heed, it may bein death thou wile wiſly for- more - 
time to live : or that rhou had done morework for /Gods 
or gotten more hold of his love, or were grown more fic 
to dye. Such caſes have-been, -and ſuc yon again, 
—_ infear, and while thou dolt live, live to ſome: pure 
po L 5 ; Fs | $4: 1 
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Then ſaid the Lord, Doeft thou well ty be angry? $9 Jo: 
- nah wet out. of the City, anal ſate on the Eaſt-fide of 
the City, aud there made him a Booth, and fate under 
5: 1 the ſhadow, till he might ſee what would Lerome 

of the City, 


Intheſetwo Verſes we have to things to be conſide- 
red. 1. Gods gentle. chiding of Joneb, Doeft hon well ro. be 
angry? 2, Fonahs, expettatipn of the Event, 'To ſre what 
wonld become of the City, | | | 

For the former, we may well admire the gentleneſs 
and goodneſs of God toward his froward ſervant, God 
doth not fall foul upon Je»ab for bis raſh » nor take 
away his life as he had deſired; nor throw him-into' the 
ſea again, which he could cafily have done : But debaces 
the matter calmly with him, to bring him co a ſighs of his 
Errour, and ſer him into his right way again : Teaching ns 
how to trear' with offending Brethren, Children or Ser- 
wvants.; not wreak our diſpleaſure in a furious manner, buc 
ſo deal wich them as they may beſt recolle& themſelves, 
and take notice of their failings for amendment. It is 2 
fooliſh zeal which ſo reproves, ps withall it ſeeks not che 
Parties reformation, 

And now we ſpeak of zcal, we muſt remember that Jo- 

nah in his paſſion kad a zeal of God after a faſhion, being 
jealous leſt his truth and glory ſhould ſuffer by the ſpa- 
ring of Nineve, and himſelf accounted a falle Propher, 
Our zeal for God ſomerimes hath much mixture, 'both of 
felf ends, and ſelf-ſeeking, and of exceſs in the venting of 
ic. Sometimes we have a zeal of God, but wo according 82 
knowledge, as Rew,i 0d Toke nes and watch over hs 
| , 4 ot 


Wate, 


Note, 


Note. 


Rom. 3. 


; The Propheſie of Jonah: 
hot affe&ion; neither let it be dampened on the one ſide" 
nor t00 much inflamed in the o her, Beware leſt God 
have cauſe to chide for the exceſs, faying, Derft chon wellts 
be angry ? | 

So of good meanings : A man,may mean well, and yet 
make great faults. Jo.ah meant well when he was exceed- 
ingly diſpleaſed and angry. Saw! meant well when he kept 
the beſt of the cattel for ſacrifice.” #zz4b meant well when 
he ſtayed the Ark from falling, Take heed, nothing is 
more deceitful chen mans judgment of his actions in the 
things of God. Inall points we ſhould look to the will of 
God, and the rule which he hath given in his word. 

\Doeſt thou wel tobe angry ? He ſaith nor poſitively, Thou 
ſinneſt in being ſo angry, but puts him upon his.own bec- 
rer thoughts, and would draw from him his own eonfeſ- 
fion ; as if he had ſaid, /f / ſhould wake thy ſelf judge, yet 
upon'a ſerions conſideration thou wouldeſi- find thine errour, that 
tha wind i as the raging {cx, all 1 atuwnlt. Letha,; weigh 
well-wichin thy: ſelf whether chere be not a foul faulc 
inthis thine anger, So the expoſtulation is far'more em- 
OP and urging, then'a plain affirmation, though a 
chiding. 

Doef thou well to be angry ?If a man' would Rhetorically 
defend Fonah in his anger, there might be many ſpecious 
colours for ir, Or if we wowld'a Jirtle* admit! his excuſes, 
ſomething might be ſaid for him with ſome handſome- 
neſs, But, /et God be true, and every mar alyar:;; We know 
the jud-ement of God isaccording to truth and equity 
And, a man fhall never proceed ſafely and comfortably, 
' unleſs -he can fatisfic- his conſcience by the word upona 

- juſt exatrination; '/ ''-! SR nh [20-1.90 
. - . Dveſt thou well to be-argry ?' God'could yn for his 

ewn glory without Jowahrcare; yea and for Jonah: repn- 

tation. And, if Godwereſo merciful as-Jezab ſaid, why 
* ſhould he not ſhew it to repenting-Nimeve F Or maſt God 


at Jonaks pleaſure becomie fevere and errible 2 muſthe be 


cruel), 


The Propheſie of - Jonah, 
erue!, that Javeb might,nog-ſeem-3 lyar.? muſk mate regate> 
be hatof Jorats | redir, then of -Gods moſt Ft oor 
and \pory.? Laſtly; it ſeems | ſcarce-to be endured, thac: 
Gods doings ſhould be ſo cenſured and miſliked by. a 
oor, weak, mortal ſinner.. One of us would ſcarce -abide 
it. Yet God abides it. day; by;day.. God can ſcarce do 
any thingcither for afflicting-us, ox-out; of the ordinary 
rode, bur we are apt to, mutter and. complain,; ſuppoſe 
about the confuſions of the times, &c. In general we. con- | 
feſs he is right cou 1 his judgements, yet in particulars we Jer-1a,l. 3 | 
will needs plead with h:w, and talk with him'of bis judge- : 
m—_— » Why and wheretore, | Take heed, and. fubmig - 
ecter, ; SIT 2826103. RET; « = 
'But che main point is this :. A- Chriſtian , when he finds Do#tr. 
anger ſtirring ſhould ſay,,Do I well co be. angry? Anger _ heed 
is a natural affeRion, and very good uſe may be made of co be angry8, 
ir, Without ſome anger there. will be no: zeal for God; 
nor againſt ſin, And be muſt, needs. be þloc} iſh and. ſenſc+ 
leſs, who will not be angry when he oug:  Therejs.2 
quietheſs which is ſinful, and diſhonours God (exceceding- 
ly, and drown ſouls in ſecurity. But otherwiſe, we 
ould look well to our anger ; ſuppoſe in caſe, of Gods 
ow - ainſt us, or mans, or agy crols ;accident;, A. ber 
loved Child is taken away, þy death, I ſuffer greax. loſs; by 
my Neighbour, or the like ; my affections now are allia g 
hurry, But, Dol well co-be angry > my. rules, to be avgry Eph 4.266 
ant nt ſin, the affe&ion is good, bur the diſtemper isevil, Ee 
W hat is it ? where aml ? whether do I ſwerye-from. my 
rule or no ? Iam apt co offend one way or,qther : therefgte 
1 muſt weigh wellhow I mannage my, anger, ,, .-4n 
But how ſhall a man know, whether hg do well to be aw- 
gry ? Anſw, | US Sn : 


Queſt, 


'"7, If there be juſt cauſe for thy anger, thou doeſt well 4/®% 

to be angry ; ſappoſe at thine own ſin, or the ſin of ano- aus of allows 

ther : eſpecially co ſee the wickedneſs, of the world, and _—_— ts 

how corruptly things ate carried a0 fre. , Ig theſe = 
caſes 


. The Prophefie: of Jonah, "MX 
colengodipmuiibare fhewebgreacahgey, and were never 
Te Moſer wayvery angry atths rmurtgrings 
j auf idolarries2 and Chriſtiav che profanationof che' Tem. 
' Exod. 16.20. ple; Antin 'fuch caſes we ought to mdge owy ſeives, that 
32 42. werkaynothe judged: of cheLotd', torate our ſelves for 
| Johns. '7- gy Gllineſs, andFovengeonvur ſelves, and.undoe whar 
x Corll, tape Uone, to toner reg: o pasr pi it, 
becauſe wewere[s fool |h and ignorant, and az a beaſt before 
Nz 'Pſal 73-21» God.) Godly fore w_ works Indig nation for errors x: berop 
$1 I x OR | | 
But Gere witlneitr be juſt cauſe <o be offerded or angry 
wich -Gods- doings againſt us, 'or atainſt our opinion, ag 
Jonah was in this place, All reaſon requires, that here we 
© be dumb andcomplainnor; and reſt inchis , Theres more 

© veaſon for it then weare aware; 
"at 2, Thou ſhaltinordo well to be angry, unleſs the cauſe 
So be we'ghty and'of ſome importance, as well as juſt, A 
Chrittian muft_nor ſpend his -powder ,upon trifles, as the 
faſhion of ſome.is. 4t would argue neither love aor wil- 
dota; Notlove, for that rvvererh « mualtitgde of fins, and v 
1 Pet.4.8. PRE eafily provoked, Not wiſdom :'for, the wiſdom which is 
xz Cor-1 3-455 ks 4c is fir ft pure, then peaceable, True love and wiſe 
Jam. 317, dom reſerves itſelf for weighty matters, whete God re- 
quirys more of our anger and ſeverity, then of. our mild- 

3 ks ras: 


} 


+23 £4 "3. Thou ſhakt notdo well to be angry, ifchou exceed 

8 -thetdue meaſure of this affe&ion more then the cauſe re- 

ys There 4s a mean to be obſeryed, and certain 

bounds beyond which we ſhall not do well. Even lawful 

anger if jmmoderate,, degenerates into fleſhly anger, ic 

- may bento fury ;, more fit for a Beaſt or an Heathen,chen 

'-- fora Chriſtian,Qur rule 1s, to be merciful as our heavenly Fa- 

; rher is mercifwl., and we ſee how his mercy goes, Hab.z.2. 

Ela.27.7,8- tn wrab beremembers mercy. Imitate God in puniſhing a 

SH Chitd,a'Servant, raneyildocr. God corredts in meaſure, 
and ſo-muft'we, 

=_—_ 4. Thon 


x ; The rope ef. ts 
4+ Thou- aly opt? bt. 
AL... overlong,a5it ſecrws- Jo 
be avgty, ves veto thrarh,. en rd 
down upon oy, watch, As me mull nigh! Tl 
when we axe-angry,.we.mult be. quickl 
Elſe our anger may be turned iuto male; A 
will waith the ocrahen 50, _—_ fide wagon 
nes; -as there, $67..27+ nei 
With a malicious man the. Devil lies mo t, « Bei 
goes to bed with bim, Pure Wing is CT it _ 
00 long uponthe Lees, 

-5, Thou ooo; do well robeangey, if thou. 
ioto barred. of the ſinners. 5 epſon to Ve s$ight. 


bended ;at-the fin rather cher 
Helqokgd about 01 thews with _ $rjoved WO fu 


neſs of #beir heart!,  Impenizency is rt ;Ppincipal obje 4 
our griefandanger z And-there axe,certain rules, t 
muſt neither approye —_— os "On ers ſak lake, oor 
bare: che offender far't 637 re les Ereat 
heme muſt be exhgr avoided gr elſe 
reprove 

p Thou ſhalt not do my angry , unleſs - wb 
quarrel withtbine A cll.as = lins of others; 
and, anleſs thop be angry 9. 6 pens * wy well as/ehiag 
D—_ in \both which, numbers of ir, bewray tus 


COrru - $4did not Aol lathe meh fa ny Num. Wo +3, 


04 cauſe, when ſpoken againit by 4qrm and Miriays, 
in point of idolaty yanaſbing but killing and, mg. Aud 
for our qwn ſins, we ſee. what ous 4 laith. 9& Hetes 
and Beayes inthe eye, Mer.7, Fel #45+: Keri Every 
tan bath moſt buſineſs to 4g at wme : And; thoſe thai 
ever gon hypocrites, who ſtrain ata Ghar,and walow 
a Came 

Chriſuans, bring your anger to-theſe rules, or know'ye. 
donor well robe angry, .1 gopfels 35js hard todo, bus. ſay 
maball Je may:bs.donc/c,thenefpre.Wasch,: Pray ; _ 


We, 


Nite. 


\N/e. | 


= all exceſs 'jtr 


- :The_Propheſie of Jonah, 
ſatity in' your anger," And, 
edectertoCxpttſs tr; f att theeauſes ofdifotters 
anger, av Pride, Roſe SdPlove,Covetonlnels,” Cu- 
riofity,, Credutity) and all the bellows that uſe to blow up 
atiger into # flame and combyſtion. Stop :the®cauſe, and 
thoeffe& will cexfe;* PHU DID 1 Lou 97 5 1H oe 
or as Do row the Lord here (chides'Jonnh 


for Hil @xceſ3,DodF thin wel to be ahgry Feonfider how it is 
forbiddenin Scriptare;'Epb;5! 31. Pur arty al Birterneſs, 
and Wrath and Anger, The ſame again;'Cvl, 3,8. Conſider 
how much ſin this anger breedeth Jem. 1.20. '/t works nor 


' the righteon[reſ+ of Grd, - Conſider 'the *dariger' that comes 
of whidyi 


4 anger, Mat.$.32,. 2 min ſhall be-c/fabls' of 
jadgment; Conſider thy owrinfirmities, ind how-thy ſelf 
would not be handled angrily. Conſider, the Lord' here 
uſeth Jonah withall the gentleneſs and moderation that 
— be; and we ought to be followers of God as dvar Children, 
E FI" TOI N11D ; $ 43is 235 - ; KOAET iy jt: 

* For the fatter; 'riote-the wonderful ſtrengeli of corrup- 
tion; though it be in pare ſubdued bygrace; - Though jo- 
»ah was a good man, and but now reproved of God for 
his anger, yet ſtill he goes on in his way-wardneſs, and 
nothing will content him bur to fee the ruine'of Neoneve. 
Hortible ſtubbornneſs, which even-makes him worthy to 
periſh inſtead of the City, 4? SITE | 


-' - Hear yerhat have the truth of orace, and bend all your 


forces to the mortifying of Luſts more and more. Fear by 
Fonahs example}; to be obſtinate or itiff in any of your re» 
ſolutions ; eſpecially when the word gives ſome inkling ts 
the contrary, '*Naturat corruption is-a ſturdy old man, 
which-will-bar#ly be ſubduedi- © F : 
7 He 'wint 'ont of the'& ty, and ſate,on the Eaſl-ſide of 
it, =P; 
- -Qne would have thought rather he ſhould have ſtayed 
in-rhe Ciry, to have given them more'inſtrutions, now 
tharithey'wereapon {he point: 'of converſion. It he had 
I : + '4 ) | mee 


| 


. ' The Praphifie of Jonah. 
met with ſuch a crop of Converts in /ſrae/, he would have 
been glad of the occaſion, and ſtayed among them with 
all his heart. | * | 

But thus it is; Blind paſſions and Corrupt affeRions 
hinder us from doing the good which we might and 
ought to do. Many a man might be very profitable in 
his were it nor. for his carnal-conceits and fooliſh 
reaſonings, He hath fair opportunity'by the Office he 
15 in, or by bis relation, to beat down fin, but build 
grace;,to.reform abules of the Sabbath, ro do. good: ſer- 
vice inchis. gp_—_ t bur þy:-bis\ſelt:conceitednefs .he 
ſies ſtill; and doth vo good at all; v1; wig 1th 2 on 
: i Take hecdp and mortife.cbe remainders ofchy corrups 
tion; There be Canagnrres yet abiding in» the land ; take 
them in hand, and ſubdue them more and mare, Tt 
was the; fault of //rae/, thatthey ſate ſtill, and rooted 
not out-the-Remnant of the Nations :- and therefore they 
provedpricks un their fides, and tharns 14 themn'ejex; to vex 
and trouble them from time to time, ſo.it is ſill :: Chris 
ſtians ſuffer by their corrupaions, becauſe they take not 
pains 't6'root chem out. And we ſee the contray, how 


He,” 


when Paulprayed thrice againſt the thorng wn the fleſh, he 2 Cor:12.7:5; 


found {grace foſficrent for: bw, || 


; 


Falybn. 


The Propheſie of Jonah, | 


He ſate in the ſhadow of bis Boeth , till he wroht ſee 
what would become of the City. | 


Joach was too liceral a Teacher, and did not reach the 


whole mind of God, who, however he denonnced de- 


KruRion againſt Neve, yet {till lefe place for repen- 
tance, that ifthey humbled themſelves, they ſhould be 
fpared, which Jen«b underſtood well inpreaching to 
Iſrasl, but here in his prejudicace opinions he cannot re- 
member, and ſois juſtly kept doubtful of the Event, 
with. cnduring of ſcorching! heat, and the Hoſſe of his 
Gourd, | | 

. .Our corrupt humors do many times keep/us in the 
dark, that we cannot ſee: duty or comfort as we 'ought 
and ſhould do. Every wax © rempted when be # drann ajide 
wth bg own luſt, aud exticed, Jam 1,34. 

. Take /heed, and ſubdue theſe odd humors, andpray 
ſorthe Spirit of eruth, who will both teach theeall ſaving 
truth, and bring all cothy remembrance: 'Hqd :Joreb're- 
membred the tenor of his former preaching, \he bad 'not 
expected Nireve: deſtruRion ſo pertinaciouſly, 


Re 


| The Propheſi of Jonah, 
_ Ver.6.7. p 


"And the Lord God prepared a Gdurd, and made it come 
up over Jonah that it might be « ſhadow over his 
head, to deliver him from his grief ; So Jonah was 

enrol glad of the Gourd, But God prepared 4 

worm. when the morning roſe the next day, and it 

[mote the Gourd that it withered. 


bl 


Here the Lord ſeeks to-corre Jovabs Erronr by a real 


inſtru&ion,; namely of a gourd, which, being comforta- Argument. 


ble to him, Jo»ah would have ſpared : but N:»eve was far 
better then a gourd, andtheretore the Lord moſt righte- 
ouſly will bave it to be ſpared. : 

The Simile is in five Verſes, the Applicat'on in the 
laſt, | 
For the former : we have, 1: Gods providence, in or- 
dering of ſuch anhelp for J»4h againſt the heat of the 
Country ; be prepared a guard. 2, Fonahs comforting witch 
fuch a help ; he was exc:eding glad of the gourd, 3, The wi- 
thering of it, which was a great griefto him, 

Ot the gourd, no ſuch grow in thefe Northern. Conn- 


tries, bur in the Eaſtern Countries a gourd js « ſþ-#b with A gourd, whe, 
broad, black, and ſmnth leaves, and hath a Pod with ſeed; Divſcaridus- 


which reſemble ſome cre.1ture of that Climate. Such a ſhrub 
the Lord now provides for Oo that. he may be ſhelte- 
red from the ſcorching of the Sun, But here is mething 
extraordinary init , namely, thac ſo tall and uſeful a crea- 
ture ſhould ſtart up in a night, and rhat ir ſhould 
grow juſt to J-149s Booth, and -fo ſtrengthen the 
weak ſhelter he had provided for himſelf, $0 it is a 
kind of miracle: and miracles have ſeldom been done 
for a particular mans uſe and benefir, though a dear Ser- 


N'vte.1, 


Hſe 1, 
Pfal,147 -L 


4» 


I Sam 3.1%, 
Iyb [4 zl, 


| fImall accident, « /i8#/e hy/p toltand me in Read, it comes 


Fhe Propheſie of Jonah. 
vant and Child of God. The grea:er mercy is this to Js- 
nah. | 41434 

Obſerve here the providence of God reacheth to the 
ſmalleſt things chat are, eyen to plants and Worms. We 
have ſeen if tormerly inthe matter of Tempeſt, Sea, and 
Whale, which are eminent works of God, and now we 
ſee it ina baſe ſhr#4 which God prepares for Jonah, and in 
a filly worm which he prepares to wither the ſhrub. Sv of 
little parrow', and hairs of the bedd Mat,10.29,30, Allarc 
nnmbred, and not one falls to the ground without the will 
of our heavenly Father, who alſo telleth the number of 
the Stars : _ upon Egypt he ſentrhe Flies, Lice, Frogs, 
pr other Plagues, and took them away wbea, he 

caſed. | | at 
P Now bleſs the Lord who hnmbles himſelf to behold things 
en earth, Pſal.113.6. We may well admire and adore this. 
glorious Lord God, his 1nder fanding 5 infimte, his Power 
Preſence, Wiſdom, Mercy, care of his people, preſervatj- 
on of the creatures, even the meanck. Jorah' was much 
bound to be chankful, that when the Nizevites yielded 
him no entertainment, and he provided a ſimple one for 
himſelf, the Lord prepared this gourd for him. Which is 
alſo our caſe not ſeldom. | 

Learn alſo inthe ſmalleſt tyrnsof providence to look 
upward, and aſcribeall to the right cauſes. Whether it, he 
for mercy as th's gourd, or for afflition as the worm, it 
is all of God:: he prepared the one, and the otfſer ; and fo 
he doth till : It is not luck, or meer chance, or ſecond 
cauſes, but God provides and orders all chele ſupplies, 
with all the events, and all the crofles ::1t1«- the Lord ; be 
patien*, or be thankful , The Lord gave, and, the Lord. togk, 
aray, bleſſed be the Nameof the Lox, Tr is not our own bow 
or ſword, but the right hand of out God, If s be a lictle 
drug qr potion that doth me good, an obſcure friend, a 


ml 


. The Propheſie of Jonah. | 19” 
df God and he ffiall hayethie glory of the thing, Das, 1'r. 
34- / bey hal brholpen-with 4 Cite belp! | 
This would be of {ingular uſe in our 'whole conſe; to 
liveas Chriſtians; to acknowledge a dependance on hea- 
ven, to ſee by faith the Soveraign Lotd of the world; ro 
breed conrentment inchart lirtle which 'is allotted ro-us, 
to make us thankful for ſmall-favours ſheied, br 'patienc 
when a ſmall-matcer fafſs out and croſſeth'ns.* The'Lord 
pope the gourd and the worm : not only the 'Whale, 
ut the Worm, We are apt in great mattersto think God 
hath an hand, but in ſma}l matters we ſcarce look lo high ; 
take heed, and look upward even in ſmall matters, *- ' 


L Y 44**; 


Obſerve again, how powerful the providenee of God is te 2.. 
1a-theſe fmail marcers\' 1. In erecting a- gourd, it 'came 
up in a night, in the common courſe of Nature it ſhould 
have been growing upa quarter of a--year- Cogether,” to a 
juſt callneſsand + in : but God makes it ſhoot up i» « 
mehr, The L ord: ſofmerimes on aſuddain ſhews ligbr 'and 
comfort tohis youre when and where they leaſt! expe 
it, atthe Red ſea, out ofa Rock, in the -midſtiof Fordas., 
He ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyrw, to ſend his people home to 
their own land.” He delivered them from Haman in a way 
which they leait thought on, 2, In taking. the gourd'a- 
way © he prepared 4 worms which ſmote it, and it 'withered. 
He coald have blaſted it without a worm, bur pleaſed: ro 
uſe ſuclua.yile creature for our ji[truction.- Small things 
can croſs us when God bids them : Graſhoppers, Amos 
7, 1, Flies and Lice peſtered Pharavb exceedingly, A ſmall 
cut in the fleſh hath gangrened and killed, Little * David 
flewrhe mighty Go(rah, = _ EGS: 
Learnto'ſee-a powerful God in a weak creature” Ufe, 
Weak things of the world to confound the mighty, By thefos \1ſh* 1*Cor,1 27, 
reſs of preaching to ſave them that believe. Touphold a Weak 2" - 
Chriſtian againſt Principalities and powers, 2 Cor. 12, 9, 
Ay ſtrength 1s made perfeit';in weakneſs , Water 10 Baggiſm 
IT 


Mite 3, 
God provides 
well for ill de- 
ſervers, 


fe, 


Note, 


The Propheſie of Jonah. 


to ſet. forth Chriſts blqod,, and cleanſing from fin; [Bread 
and Wine in the Lords Supper to ſer forth the body apd 
blood of Chriſt, and.to, nouriſh: the believing ſoul to life 
etennal. So of old, rhe (word of the Lord and of Gideon, his 
Barly-cake overthrewche Tents of the Md anites, Lamps 
and Pirchers.confounded their mighty hoſt. Trumpets -of 
Rams+hoxrns demoliſhed. thei:walls of Jrricho, Moſes his 
Rod divided the Sea, All pointing at the wonderful pow- 
er of God; working by ſuch filly means, Where glorious 
means are uſed, we are apt to doat onthe means, but 
where the means are ſo ſimple, we-are forced co look up 
unto God, ria Ys ada Ver) 
_ Obſerve yet more; God provides for his ill deſerving 
ſervants zas-here for cholerick Jonab: ; he lives whereas be 
deſired to dye, and beſide, ___ -Equrd prepared which 
affords bim much comfort. 7hough we believe not, yet be 
.abideth faithful, he carmot deny him{elf, 2 Tim. 2, 13, Gods 
Children ſometimes deſerve full ill at his hands, and' are 
zeady todrawdown wrath-ypon thetmſclves, but in mercy 
- forbears, and continues & gracious providence toward 
TEM. | 

Mark theſe footſteps of bis goings with you, and 
to be thankful. In our dt bor. 6D = make falles 
enough, and forfeicures, and: apen a fluce to let in judfe- 
ments: but the Lord ftops the Damme, -and we are not 
drowned, Admire his goodneſs, and be enlarged unto 
thankfulneſs. He doth good to them that deſerve it nor, 
yea ts them that deſerve ill at his hands; more, to them 
that are drawing miſchief upon themſelves. 

Come we now to ſee how Jonah. comforteth himſelf 


Small matters with his ourd,; he was exceedsng lad of the grurd. Small 
ſometime: very matters lumetimes are very comfortable tous; a Cup of 
:comfortablts. icold water, water out of a Rock, Manna out of a conge- 


led dew. Naaman: waſhing ſeven times in Jorday. A tew 
Figsand Raifins.ro the fainting Amalelyre, A bunch. of 


The Propheſie of R_ _ : 
Figs to Hexokiabs Bike, -Barly-doavesto thouſands of peo» | 
+ And, roan hungry foul Levy birter thing is frees. * 

Whereby weſte whar poor and weak creatures we-dre; #ſe1. 
and what a filly life the life of Nature is , fuſtained and 
cheriſhed by thoſe ſmall matrers. And if lo, be humble, 
meek, thankful, heavenly- minded, affected \carneſt{y-ro- 
ward a ſpiritual and eternal life, Ir is zime to get-Chriſt to 
be our life, who ſaid, 7 ans the wayytherruth, and the life , Jolm 11.6. 
to ger the Spirit of life, ro enter into rhe way of life, to 
nouriſh an hope of life everlaſting. Life ofthe ſoul is in- 
finitely better then rhe life of the oly, and ſoare all the 
means that maintain ir. 'Outward''things commonly are 
prized according'to their worth, ahd\wharthey will yiel#, 
and ſo ſhould the means of grace' be mightily prized.” The . 
wiſc- men were very gled of the Srartharied thenfito Chriſt, Mat.2.10, ., 
reaching us to prize gracious means which firſt lead 'us'to 
Chriſt, and afterward confirm us in him. 1463.4 
| And welearn in/ ſmall matters0'take torleeof a grear — + 
tove which” affordech them '8ah&4miich _ em, m 
Mercics commoti}yare beſt ſeen! in'ebeiwant, but je were 
better ro eſteem them by the uſe and benefit"'of them; it 
would argue more ingenuity, it maybe thetrith of grace,” 

Iewere baſe not ro difeetnthe-benefir of 0ur Limbs and 
pargs, but only by the Tooth-chy'lols of 'a Joyne/ break. 
ing of Bones, or the like : Natnre can do this, bur' grace 
looks higher, tou great Goda ſhall! favonr-, Oh it is- 
no ſinall love, 'nor ſmall: paychaſe , nor ſma}l' pledpe : 
Sep, digeſtion of Meat, San-ſhitie, Seaſons of the Year, 
are oxdinary andtpine of courſe; and they are ſmall to ſee 
co,1and of daily uſe ,* bur ſhould Tb fap ou; the Iefs'. 


rezed, norimprovedfot' God!! 'Ineftt ra(parvts, 
n For the _ the witherirg of the frogs great ih 
giefoffimuli! '> 16 2 !19h-won Y613H? 122 UILTR'S ji 
| God harhwayes and means to blift out” greateſt: com Nr), * | 
Sorrs 3 as'here;, ie gourd where Jonab* was fo riterding God can ſoon: I 
pap la} laſt oxy (pee 
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glad a worm Was beſpoken to ſmite aodi wither iri So we 


read of blaſting and nieldew; Locufts;; Caterpillts;/.Cany 
ker-worms, Palmer-worms , -Graſhoppexs-,-other'\De- 
Kroyers of Gods providing, whereby an hopeful. crop in 
the Spring comes to'yery' liccle in; the bacvelt ;>all of che 
Lords doing, Hag-1:6,9,10,11.Pſel,107,33,34. | 

» Apgirteacheth ws, 1 19! x | 
- .1, Whither to look ipall calamities of theyear; as for 
example; che worm which God prepares, the Eaſt-wind, 
Red wind, Black wind ,otber eyils that come and blait 
our hopes: They come not wighout. the Lords ſending, 
therefore thjs-is bis Controyerſheztherefore for, fin, there- 
forc.be bumbled;, make:peace, get, ynto his: favour, walk 
more carefully for time! to, come; Excellent inſtructions 


for all of us : Do,we not. all live of the field > and who 


uſt proſperhe fruics of the fied, harveſt or vintage, buc 
only God ? and it it be not, proſperous, who is. it that 
blaſted ir?..the common-ſaying js, My, Garden or ticld 
was likely.to yield/agood Crop, buta fourvy worm-came 
and deſtroyed all , 1-thall ſcarce be abletopay- my Reor, 
or maintain,my-Charge. Nay but,” O man, who Prepared 
that worw,or ſent chat Eaſt-wind,or other ſpoiler } AMi- 
ign ſpringeth not out of the duſt, theres an bigher 
cauſc, look hither, and {ce what is to be. done;in a Reli- 
SIOUS. WY: ifs ni Siu 27 5 a :0 250901 {70.511 
.: 2, T9 check and moderate our: joy in tbeſe earthly 
things while they Jaſt wich us, as knowing gbey .may be 
ſoon blaſted and raken away. The-Graſs withexeth, and 
tlie, Flower of che Field fadech away; Evey ſoi>the glory 
of the markd, Therefore rejoyce-44,, 107. rejoxcing, Comfort 
may he taken, but.take.qt ina,modexate, manner, Some 
are & &1þ $4 they fed themſelves without fear ;; and they 
are a Preat generation now-a-days of men that are whol= 
ly.in, their natural enjoyments.. It is noredfor parbof 
Joh Pigty, thas he was: jealoys-over bis.Childrens Feaſt- 


BATS ng, 


The Propheſie of Jonah. Po 
ing, and it would-be piery ih others to'be jealots over 
themſelves. | 

-' 3, To improve the comfort we have by the creatures, 
to the glory of God who gave and preſerved them, and 


ye do, do all to the glory of Ged, In his hands our breath is, 
and all our times, and all-our comfortable enjoyments, 
It were good to keepin withhim, thar theſe merctes may 
be continued 'as alſo blefſed to us. The chief Motive is. to 
have comfortable Communion with our good God , but 
it is one Motive, to have an holy and wholſome uſe of the 
creatures, While the Rent 'or Service is duly paid, the 
Tenant enjoyes all quietly, FILE Y | 
- 4 To foreſee changes chat may quickly come upon 
our natural contentments,' Jonaſhould have' thought, ic 
is a pretty accommodation to have ſuch a gourd, bur, 
may not a worm ſoon-ſmire it,” and cauſe ic to wither > 
Certan it is, that God never lets us a' long Leaſe of theſe 
remporals, but we ſhall have and hold'rhem at his plea- 
ſure, A great change there will be art the laſt, and' we 
ſhould ever wait for it : but before that time there may be 
many changes, and it will be our wiſdom to make account 
ofthem; Iewill be far eaſier to ſay, The evil rhat 7 feared, 
5 come upon me.” He was'wile- and holy who ſaid,” {£0 the 
quyi of my appointed rime will T wait tifl my change ſhall come. 
5. Inall ſuchchanges rhar happen, we ſhould be pati- 
ent and ſubmit to' the will of God; as dumb, and mr open 
the mouth, This was 'one of fonths faulrs, that when his 
gourd withered, he was angry, and ſaid he did well robe are 
gry.to the arath,. Take heed ,, by much wrigling we may 
make our burchen heavier then it would have been, But 
by patience an evil becomes much lighter, which could 
not be prevented, rior afterward ſhaken offs 
' 6. Above all blaſts take heed of a blaſt upon thy ſoul, 
and upon the Ordinances , and leſt that voice come forth, 
Dd Newr 
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- 1 Cor. 10.31. 
muſt bleſs them to us, Whether ye ear or drink_, or whatever Drut. 28.47, 
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The Propheſie of Jonah. 
Never feuit frow 02 the tree mave , Or that, T hou wonldeſt net 
be cleanſed, thow ſhalt not be cleanſed , or that, Be filbby fil 
be unrigh e:96 ſtill. Theſe are heavy judgments of Godgan 
lic upon the y_ of many for their unthankfulneſs and 
unfruirfulneſs under the means of grace, They are worſe 
rhen Famine, War, or any temporal judgements, as the 
foul is more excellent then the þ:dy : Yet inflited on ma- 
ny, becauſe they bave long ſate under the dews of heaven, 
andare ſtill a barren heath ; nigh wito « Curſe, whoſe ond u 
to be burued, Heb. 6.8. 

Take hced, Chriſtians, leſt God in wrath blow upon 
theſe Ordinances, and for your ſhuggiſhneſs make them 
altogether incffe&ual. This is come upon ſome already, 
no whit moved by all Tt inſtruRions and exhorta- 


tionsthey have heard inthe miniſtery, And ſome have loſt 

the fine and ripe parrs which ſometimes they had, and are 

become very lots. Others are quite fallen away cicher to 

Profaneſs or Hereſic, as the Dog to the Vomit, or the 

Sow that was waſhed, to wallow in the mire; or as the 

_ cw loſt his ſavour, and good for nothing þut 
Dunghil. 

There be ſome ſorts of men ſpecially that ſhould be- 
ware of theſe ſpiritual blaſts, x, Young people, who are- 
newly looking into the world, 2. Thoſe that come out of 
dark Countries to-aplace of light and warmth, þy good. 

ecking 3 Thoſe that bad their Conſciences rowſed, 
C a fit of ſickneſs, and took up good reſolutions, Beware 
Jeſt for negligence che Lord ſwear in his wrath that yo fault 
»gt enter into bus reſt, Plal. 95.11, | 


And it came to paſs when the Sun did riſe, that God 
prepared 8 wehement Eaft-winde, and the Sun beat 
non the head of Jonah, that he fainted , and wiſhed 
in himſelf to dje, and ſaid, It is better for me to dye 
then to live. And God ſaid to Jonah , Doeſt thou 
- we[tobe angry for the gourd? Andhe ſaid, 1 do wel 
' to be angry, even unto death. 
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natural comfort accommodations, but ſends £4/* of goods 
wpon us ſmart and grievous affligtions , droughts, ſcorch. [©#' of vile 
pon her, diſtEmpers in the Fir thereby diſtepers in 

the body, fier ute Diſeaſes, as Agues, Fevers, In- 
flammations ny 1c Calenfure, &c, hich are one of 

"he threacs for diſobedience, Degr, 28.21, Orif it be nox 

ſo bad, yet chebot feafon Mall rake us faine, and weary 

ofour lives, as liere Jonah 
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where he might be proteRed from this hot weather ? 
Arſw. 1. Becauſe he was of a {tout and ſturdy ſpirit , and 
would not ſeemin the leaſt to be beholden ro the N:»e- 
vites, orany of their Neighbours, 2, Becauſe he expeed 
every day the ruine of Njzeve, which he would be glad to 
ſee with all his heart for his Credic take which! he 'tOok- 
to be much engaged ia the buſineſs. And what: ſhould: he 
do in a ruinous houſe, which was likely in ſhort time to 
come tumblingupon his bead ? 

Another queſtiqn may be, why the Lord doth thas fol- 
low him with more'agd- greater aMiQions, 4»{w. Becanſe 
he had a mind to break and ſubdue this: ſturdy humor in 

; J-»ah : which the meer l6fs of the gourd coul4nor do; as 
ver 9. he was angry for the gourd , and fears not to tell God, 
that he doth well to be AE even unto death, So there needs 
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PULT lwoing — 1v,g.men fer) the Fs Le bong ies LUC 
pus? ' 21.18 ſearch and wh.0urwe),, get Ono ppgate the 
Andifwe bad aur; die,we, ſhould be. utzerly conſumed, 
yea Ny As belllppg: betoge this, time 4-26; 7194,th lame 
place, ©, df H4M Hebei ris "5900 22, 
Þ# compaſſions Lk oy * 
| 3,, 1 0.moritfie ahple yrarchedcqurypt PPE PRXhy 0" 
would þ ha) eto & weakned, a mn oaurn 5 of } TILE 
nah and to. breaſooff. (lin whe engh apranmyb.0 ur >0-it/ f 
crooked nature, we 9698 ten, 10g. 
'Winrer viethro Ml d the. wecdaan ger Ina an fo orp 
he CArgt bags Ween, $0, cithg gi ger: alinge..n 
:6Ne Ri 


or other, Aa = 


i 17 40! 

 Jan#h Famed, pa miledrn ide /- gf 

| chac will wiſh a DE _ % i th 
octaſign, ſhall [dpvemore: 403 NG * tlle wiſhe 


Jonah tprayedt 55 ihe Mt Wei Foy 
ava) ie fe, from ply 
0 graty Selig he le lh 
gf defire. ene ge 
tif afterward heprieeed 
949 deg, inlpve 
Fs if Turn. 


_ 


[ p36 363 
- Uſe. 
C\ pi 
ie ES 
{LOR WS AHI Ny F 
dog qr 


FAT, = 


Fi ein 


| Hut 
as SETS 
things 


- 


bn free rs 


BR, 


Whether it be 
better to.dye 
then to live. 


I, 


Plul 4.33. 


2, 


: The Prophefie of Jonah, 
things whith wan bat at'the things which afe not fees; : for 
the things which are ſeen, are temporal , but the thing: which 
ave net (een, ave eternal, * And conſider it-is not a yo 
thing, to deſire death ſo: often as (teong afliQions ſha 
urge :and welſaw ont ve?. 3; how'we may defire dearh ,and 
'how nor. 
Bur fer n34little examitic the truth of this ſaying of Jc- 
nah, It un better for me to dye then to live, Is it indeed better 
to dye then to live? A»/#, r. Within the limics formerly 
mentioned is better, namely, when God calfs' us away, 
or chelike, Beet 7. r, "The day of deaths breter the day af ones 
birth, 2,Withour ſach catitions it is trot better ;, and Perk 
1t is neither better for 5 odly men, nor for others. ' 
0 


.1, Godly men may:do much pood i in the Churc 
the live, which if = were 43,41] chey could 

r exdinple, while Pat continued among, Cog 
tes, he abode wickbhot for = farthermnict” and j {oy of 
faich, -Phib. x- 25 .-and"chis confid eration put ney into a 
P jrogh hike: tie ſhould be diffoly which 3s far ber- 
him-in rehemey reticular, or yer lonper, A 
cer Jerurmpetriey ar ahve, may bez means of cofverting, 


or tecove - many, $9.2 godly Parent or 
maſtec.” Yea,.th' # mans own Telf; be , 


the more kali of Gods love; widdo thore' 
on: his acconntyin/that Wy, and (fe'his 
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| The Propheſie of Jonai. y 2097 
3s they can.” Why ? then chey hall keep out of hell ſg 
much the ſonger, None, but the righteome bath bope is bis Prov.14'g2. 
the&b. Others, by well uſing the means ofgrace, and ac- 
cepting the offers of. grace; ſhould labour to. become 
righteous , namely by juitification and ſanRification, . 
For the latter : C otly chides Joxcb for bis anger 
about the gourd, 20d Joes toucly replyes upon God in 
way of jultifyinghimlelf. Two ſtrange paſſages | ſec a lic- 
tle tal ioftzadion they yield us, to glorite God, and: 
condema fnful (elf, # 
For Gods geacleneſs, he doth not take Jezsþ at his 
word, when he wiſhed ro dye, but only gives bim a gentle. 
chiding, as ver. 4, Doeft zhau well to be angry ?. but there be 
was angry. for ſparing of Neve, here for lohog of che. 4;1, _—Y 
pours times God is very meck'to him ; chides him, 
ut as gently as may be, Imicate, chide as occaſion re- 
quires, but chide with mildnef, and in a treatable man- 
ner ; try whether ye canifſÞt reproye ſin with ſome love 
to the finer : uſe milde words and ſtrong arguments; we 
ougyeto be follower of God 4s drar Childrpn, . Epb,s.r; 5 
ft thow well to bt angry and be ſard, 1 dowill tobe are 
ry, furnwato death, | 
Note the ſtrengthof affeRions ; When we are angry, 
we are apt to be angry rodeath, When we grieve, our Note. 


worldly ſorrow death, When we deſire, we are all 4 efbions uns. 
on fie, and dye if we be nor ſatisfied, When welove, we *?* 
fallto doating : and ſo in other particulars, Car. 8,6, Love 


is flrong as death, jealowfir ts crnel 45 the grave, 
forkeeky hew much necd there is co bridle afeRions- 
wich reaſon, eſpecially with Religion, Wellare they call» ,. Me. | 
ed unreaſonable, and need tobe carefully, ordered, We z,. _= 
have our affe&tions common toys with the: beaſts, bug © - - 
have reaſon to curb them as beaſts have not, and as: Chri. 
ſtians, we bave rules of Religion where natural reaſon can 
do little , and even thoſe that arg religious, finds enough - 
6. 
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to rodoinh \ their ops, "and regula ing their 
ons Fel? or hn be #f hand, 
_ Fro i rward. JonaBva a Polly 1 ne" yet 
yeleein whar a pickl&Hhe'is, arid'with'h6w-ttuch Erick Be 
15 likely to a whe on own Country, * 
But marihow'G reſſeth the-objea of Fonahs 
Treat arige OR 30 he 7/a ly re DU for paieh he had rot 
{aib61h ed," p DG Dr 4 br”: . ardp wy 
roſh#d 6 4h ght ch; Yet he or ot es, "and Hp 
Note, Godbe goth well to be angry. We are ſometimes: apt to be 
Aptio be angry VEEy angry for {mall-marrets ,-rhings not-worth'the' joy 
for (mall mate while we have them, nor the g ornger when we tor- 
T2 9b urn : xs for a: J wefultain a hitte* toſs, i 4 
ſea Ncb6H) befafl is) fitrledifcredit fight up6n! us, or 
af opinion ofdifct MK)! Weak minds-and ſtrong” fin- 
cies do \igniuch ruth*jn*thelſe' caſes, ' Our: hearts are ſer 
Reaſ. too muctFapon tliem, and we arego0 mrich welded to our 
own wills and in preſent think WEthallnever be recryie- 
«dof ſuch comfortable zcrothiiodations io rake oh? al if 
there were no coniffrt to'behatl is Hap af, when”a" wel 
of water was near unto her: Ard liefe; no donbr butthere 
were other ſhrubs thereabouts, to which Jouth might have 
repaired * orif not, this is not- che firſt time” that ſhrubs 
and Treestoo have been blaſted. /- 
#6. 1 Vakehecd, riſtiati&Yand [bevy wr fuch weak nels 
e. abouvrboſenri ay Say; of / if Veep patichte for itil 
_ poor dings, whdr hail 1-d6 (26d comes t& take 
noe my life ? what, if my houſe ſhould fall 'on "fire; and 
al my goods corfiitned to aſhes? what if all my Children 
, wore ſlain ara = as _ Wereheven, there I muſt foh- 
: mit, and be-pat io ni4/ {6h}! ; 2Finhefit the 'pro- 
ee ane mer] c WatLerihs. 


| -1"ON itiwasa witty EfAd. and a towardly Ars. What- 
Objefl. everiivwas./it was not'too poed for him that y mrdenss 
Anſw, 1+ dad he wh t 


thy Uoating; and He" inrerided pood by 
affliction, 


; The Prophefie of Jonah; 169 | 
+ Mi&ion; No donbt hut ſome of Job+ Children were pfet- 
ty and towardly : and we read they wete very loving'one 
ro another, . And we eaſily conceive, that a gourd to a 
Booth was a pretty accommodation. | 
Oh I ſhall never ger the like comfort if T live never ſo 2; 
long, A»ſ», 1. Thou doeſt not know., if not in kind, yee 
thou mayet have as good, or better.” 2, .Toa-good ſoul 
one God is better then ren Sonz, an hundred houſes, mil- 
lions of gourds, or the beſt of creatures, - ''. © 
Oh there is the queſtion, wherher God loveme or no-: 
I am ſure he takes away my comforts, but I am not certain 
char in Jeſus Chriſt he is become a" od -Anſw, 1, The 
aſſuring of Gods love to the ſoul is'a buſineſs -ro be done 
at all times, not only in troubles,” loſſes, and affliQtions, 
buteven in our greateſt proſperity, and when we have 
gone farcheſt about our evidences. Even Believers chem- 
lelves muſt g:ve di/rgence to makg ſure their Calling and E- 
6 tion, 2 Pee.1.10, 2. Certain _ that neither the njoy- 
ing of earthly comforts is a fign of Gods love, nor the 1o- 
ſing of them a ſign of his wrath or hatred, Ecc/. 9.2, None 
can know love or hatred by all that is before him. Yetthis is a 
caſe wherein ſome godly Chriſtians do ſometimes roo 
puzzle and perplex themſelves... NY IKE 
"Bur I conclude with this ſtont'teply of Jonab-upon Gad : Reply ner « 
Doeſt thou well to be angry? yea, 1 do-well ro be rp yyecenance £0inſt Goo 
death. He ſhewed ſtrange weakneſs before, that he was ſo 
angry for a trifle, but now he bewrays ſome wickedneſs, 
that he anſwers God to ſtubbedly, and with ſome: degree 
of blaſphemy, 'We might ſay as: Kow, gr 30, Ney but, 0 
11an, who art rhow that 'reptyeſt ajieinſt Got?:Shalltbe thing- 
formed-fay to him that formed u,, Why haſt thou waite me (hims ® 
We have little now to ſay for Jo»ah and his goodneſs, but 
only that, firſt, he writes. rhefe things of himſelf though 
to his own great ſhame inthe Church for ever'; ſecondly, 4 
he gives God thelaſt word, as yielding arlaſbx6 che equizy yi, 1 
ty of ſpuritg-Nimeve, Go, _ thou likewiſe; 31.;: | - D 
o ng. 
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Note -- Audietrasaililcitinio be wile, eſpecially theſethat 'nre. 
Uſe, aphto:hediafty and xbalgtick:, 97 fs; I oigwGl bog wv 
' ; PalBans 4n the; ſrrengeh of them dd, tend- ufito- bla» 
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: Oblerve. them how they come-upon thee, and be ex- 
ceeding waschfol againſt chem, Any-ſfs for taying his 
angeriwascewifelled.to fay!over his Greek. Adphbaber di- 
lhinftly; 7 $dodefre dn the ike cale.muſt ſtay forty Jayes 
between a 'bloudy decree and'the- eExecutidn. Some tor 
want of ſuch deliberation have broken forth into horrible 
Buccheries. Others into borrible þlaſphemies, Curſing and 
$wraring;. And, y - wr God for ſtaying by in Þ19 :bledt- 
I Sam.25 ; } dyynbemions agranft | and: hyd ferry. 240.3 Jo 51 ta 5 
rot Ny ord Na RuON £24 G31 12 Is 


Ver. x0. 11. 


Then £64 the Bord, Thos! haft had pity on. vhe- gourd, 

for the hich thou aft not Yabouredy neither "wudeſt 
 irgrowy which came ap man: br, did periſhed in a 

night. And ſhoald not 1ſpare Nineve, , that preat 

City, wheretn are more then Jixſtire thinſand. per- 

van (1: ſO $0 8h dt 2 wh diſcern between, their raght hand 
6"... + apathesr left hand, and alſomwuch cattel 2. | 


Drift of che *.: In this Concluſion of:the Book the Lord applies the 
3 Ordts formev Similc ; ſhewing, that not rhe gourd was intended 
inrhe: exeRting or withering'of: lit, yt ſometbing ee, 
Soitocher temporals : We live in the world, we eat, and 

drink, and fleep, and do buſineſs ;, but muit ſo order our 

matters,ds we may: finally! attain the life eternal, And 

| inſpiriruats/ , fo much good: Preaching is not intended 
Aow,lo.17.' metriy for bearing of Sermons, but by henrmg 10; got. faith, 
_ ,, and'to walk wich:Gvd in-an holy obedience ; the) rective= 

ing of Sacraments is aot meerly-for the reirethment of 

\ . I. the 


w 


herpes Phi, mana = 
£bddy Pur rtr But thx be feng ned 7 Ly” 


- member, and ajm aright, and put not after what 'Go& 
would hayejoyned rogerher, CRONE 
-* Bur ah CEN the Lord makes; how he 1 gumenc. 
draws ati Argumencfren Ns to the-preater;' If Jorn 
rhay-be'pitiful; why nor the Opd of heaven'? and” if the 
gotird may be ſpared, why nor Nimews muth mort? G 

s infinitely greacer then Jo»ab, and Nintor is almoſt infl- ** | 
nirely berrer then agburd,” Therefore all the/'reafod itt 

the world requires, ;thit” Ni#epe be ſpared, feting Ge 
pleaſedrohaveit »14y HG, is ic 1 RI th 
cotvinceth him, chache'bath no more to vdjeR ,] We (hr 
ti6r hicar ohe reply mote Z he yields'ro' the Ehuity of Tþut 
xin; Nintte.” + , rag 4 Te 8 | HY I-D16 1:14 3 1 gfe 1] 

It were good, that aff finnets'woaltl thus'be dlenced' we 
and yield ro'the conviRions of the Mirtiſtery ; as the' ria! Yield to holy 
a As oro injed Preachiihp,. and fill ding" or bis fllty conviftions. 


| a 2 IP . 
po ng} God 144 yon of a tr yth, 1 Cor, tg; 3h: 3:84 oth ir 
RAR 15 good for a mano be ovate Ee ran 
for, ifhe be unwilling, it will overcome him howſvever. 
Whatever defences a wicked man makes for'his fins, hete- 
after he ſhall be non-pluſed, and haye nothing to. ſay' fot 
himſelf; as rhe Guelt who a# noc ona. Wed 8 Gar- 
ment,queſtioned, ſtoodſilent, nd could make go Hefends 
Mar. 22. 11. He was SpertBlrf , or, he was'chrakel, Ati E'p140%9, 
ſo, an} the ſinners own mouth he ſhall one'day be coti- 
demned. _— >. 

Beware, and Ea, co'A Hg piatfery bothas M#/e, 
concerning fome a& of fin, ant contetnihg the'eſtate' of 


Gn. Say its d fin, when the wotd Tat it'ls a fin, whether 
Drunkenneſs or the ike; therefdr&"to"'be Fepenced and 
forſaken, and'peace to be made with-God. Say it is a fin- 
ful and damnable eſtate when Conſcience fo Iterhs thee in 
hearing apood 'Serttion'; tte 0 ve all Hiligence "4 
make ira g0odeftare, as'the Ctienr't 


acfeacs'd Aalw in his 
Ee 2 Title, 


"4 r 
Mt 
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ay 
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; The Prophefie of Jonah. 

Title, or the Patiene char doubts his Diſcaſe may: prove. 
morral.; to make ſure work in ſoul matters, is far betres 
then either of theſe. .. | <A 

Still mark, whac kind of DoArine the Lord uſeth, ts 
make Jonab come to himſelf; ay'4 parable; ſo Nathas 
by 2, parable broughe David to: a ſight of his ſins, and ro 
regentande :.and 1r. was ordinary with .qur. Saviour, by 
earthly. chings co inſtru abour heavenly.” #/ithout « Para- 
ble be ake nothing: [ will open my munth 'in a parable ; A 
familiar kind of teaching, whereby a man of Art and Wiſ., 
am convincerh the Jo Oe Ef Confrience of bis 
Hearers.concerning heavenly matters by,occaſion of earth- 
ly And yell ynen of And Wildom fo cove 
; ſonietimes from oy L REMES, f0. treat wich. plain 
people ih a plain and familiar manner, Some caſes have. 
ſhewed , .that.thiscourſe. hath taken when grave and 


weighty Diſcourſes back preyailed.Jicele, as being much 
. tranſcendent to vulgar capacities. uvecny-men grew 


not profitable Preachers, tifl they learned to.Liſpe and 
Hals wich plain peo le., Agd lome bave.adventured to 
ſay, that the man in his Fables ſhewedas much wiſdom as 
any of the Philoſophers. I am ſure God hath cheſen the foo» 
liſh things of 'he wer {4 to confound the wiſe, 1 Cor,1.27. | 
.. Fhen embrace and. improve this plain. reaching by i- 
miliides. . Deſpiſe it vor becauſe. it is plain, bat make 
uch of it LET it is profitable, It proficed J-ab, and 
0 let it profic thee., , And beware, leſt ifchou-profit not, 
ic riſe up in judgment to condemn thee the more heawge 
ly- Je hamby a parable reproached the” Sichemites with 
cheir ingratirude, and treachery. . Chriſt the: Jews with 
their unfruicfulneſs; 30d unchdoktulneſs, by a Vineyard 
let out to Hpsbandmemr: Which to this day affordeth in- 
ftruQiqn to barren Chriſtians, leſt at the laſt they. be de- 
prived of the Goſpel. - 
.,, For farther obſeryations, gather up theſe gleanings. 
'2, ;Thac the Lord faith, the gourd for she which thin haf 


noe 


The Propheſie of Jonah. l & 23 ' 
nod labowred, Many of us enjoy mercies arid comforts, for Weerjoy mere - 
which we never laboured, houſes which we never built, cies for which: 
wells which we never digged, friends which'we never de- ** («bowredt | 
ſerved, it may be. never thought on them. Heirs have ** 
lands they never purchaſed, All live of the 'field though 
they never plowed. Children feed and are tloathed though 
they take no care nor pains for their living :and all of us 
liveat Gods finding though we. deſerve nothing, but ra- 
ther the contrary; az lives nit by bread onely, but by every 
» 0d that proceedeth out of the mouth of God: and, Mars life 
conſiſteth hot in the abundance of the things he poſſuſſeth, 

Whercby ſee the free and undeſerved goodneſſe of God, Uſe. 1,. 
who is a great Houſe-keeper, and gives us all things libe» 
rally to enjoy ; many without our labour, ſome without 
our thipking, all wichour our deſerving, His providence 
waketh while we fleep, and worketh for us while we take 
our leiſure, In the night-time, he cauſed the gourd to 
ſpring up for Jeaab : he caſt a. ivingdome upon Saw! while 
be Covieki Aſſes : and upon David while. be kept Sheep. 
Every morning /ſrae! gathered bread in their Tents, which - 
the dew of the night had baked, Who of us but can ſay, 
we have received mercies which we little thought on? we 
had mean beginnings, and ſorry proceedings, and yer we 
are increaſed into two Bands. 
Then for gracious Chriſtians, how hath God prevented 
them with his graces, not willing, yea reſiſting ? aliens to go, 2. r,, 
the commnwealth of Iſrael : enemies in their minds : rebels to 
all ſpiritual! good : yet called and brought home, juſtified 
and ſan&ified, and ina fair way to be glorihed. God is 
greater then they, and ſo they were overcome. God be 
thanked that ye were the ſervants of fin, but have obeyed fromthe 
heart hed rin: del.vered, Rom. 6, 17- Anargument there, 
to urge a real holineſſe : to dye ro. fin, and /1ve ro r1ghteonſ+ 
nee. _ | 
Learn alſa todo good with thoſe temporalls, which God 4: 2, 
Math caſt upon you io unexpeRtdly. Honor the . Lord _ 
or 4 


The Prophefie oft Jonah. 


”  Dorgrd with thy ſubſtance, 45d with the firſt fruits of 4 Phy neres b: Whey 


ſuch! narcies  rhryhafteater ant art full, forget nor the L 


| d thy God.” Hence 
* the offering of the firſt fritits w the Law, and the'paying of 
: Tythes, and the confefſion, 4 Syrian ready to Fe ts my 

Father : and Jacobs eonfeſſion, With mp ſtuff | want over this 


Pal. 115. 12, Fordas, and now T am berome arich nan and Davids Yelibe- 


ration: with himſelf, What: ſhall render to the Lord for all 
his henefuts ? 'Bleſſe- thon the Lord, O my ſotil, and all that 5 
w thin mr, blifſe his h:ly Name. And the cenfuring of the 
unthankful Lepers when cleauſed, Ter were cleanſed, but 
where are the nine ? 447 EI SY 
.  Kkre ler-none take up an evitthought, as if excuſed be- 
cauſe he hath taithfuſly I2boured for what he hath gorten, 
Orher 'Scriptures require it of the painfall and laborious , 
or tell how God gives poonget to get ſnbſlance, Deur $ 18, 
and, how without the bleſſing of God all a mans fabor 
will com to nothing, Pſ.127, 1, 2.Still therefore he is the 
preat BenefaQtor, 'and muſt be fo acknowledged, Wirh- 
out him; and ſome grace from him, thon hadft been idle, 
raſh, undiſcreer a fpend-thrift, or croit in thy way of 
getting. Rn 4 
Much lefſe think, What need T labour if God gives his 
blelings ro: them -rhat labour nor?- Nor ſo: for he hath 
ſet an order from the beginning of the world, that in the 
ſwear of our brows we mult ear our bread, Man' is born 19 
{abour, as the ſparkes fly upward, Be nor ſlorbFull in buſireſſe, 
None may walk d'ſorderly, bur labour with his hands the 
thing that is good, So that Gods ſevemeing us. with 
g00dneſſe is no- warrant for oy ro be idle, and caſt care 
" away. Idteneſſe' is a fin, and fuch are threatened co be 
cloathed with rags; | EN... 
So in ſpiritnaf things : all are bound to a diligent and 
conſcionable uſe of ithe means of grace, whereby they 
nay get into the favor of God an be faved. .Lie at the 
poof £9 be-healed of ritual mafadies. Wall" in Jordas 
to be cured of the feprolie of thy ſoul,” D,2; bis brethren 
| we:e 


bo 


+ THe Prophefie of Tonai:, | 2x5 
werefgnt to Moſes and the Prophets, to beleeve them if E | 
they meant bg eſcape the | gay ot corment. 47 F 
..i2 The Lordcells offix{core thouſand, infants in Niveve, j,,, 27 F 
which argues the. hugeneſle of the citie : twice befote Our infaucere; | 
called a great cue, and now we ſeeitmuſt needs be to ; garded of Gods 
by. thi proportion what .were all the Citizens put: to» b- 

echer ? > GON 192351 
; The Lord fees and! reſpefts the multitudes of people 
that are in the world, young and old, infants/and all that 
know not the right hand from the left zones hundred and 
twehty thouſand of chem, millions in Conftantine le, in 
Grand Cairo, Paris, other great Cities , one hundred thou-. 
ſand families of Jews in ;Alexandris belide; the other Cici- 
zens; four hundred twenty and eight thouſand heads ac 

- Rome upon a juſt accompt; ſo of others, London, 7ork,Þriftot, 
all particular Towns and Countreys Ke that calleth the fars 
by #beir names, and counts the number of them, keeps ac- 
counts alſo of younp. children: And as he feeps the Kawens 
hes they cry,10,he. provides for us and our lictle: ones, [He 
told 4braham, how bis poſterity ſhould be! as the farrof pat r 43. 3; 
heaven, ard as the ſands of the ſed-ſhore' for multitnde, and how s 
he meant to advance them, _ 

; The reaſon whereof is taken from the infiniceneſle of Roa. 
bis divine-perfetions : He:makes all, and bepreſerves all 
as a Creator: and asa Father, he undertakes'by cove- 
nanc for the godly and. their ſeed, laying, 1 will breby God, 
and the God of thy ſeed, Theſe Ninevites were heatbens, .and Geo; 19, 7,1" 
yet their little ones were thus reſpeRed. What then ſhall > 
we ſay of Believers and their off-ſpring ? | 
.; Now magnific God inthis his large, andyet ſpecial pro. Uſe 1, 
yadence, In that Pſalm ic ſtandsamong the arguments of 
praiſe and chanksgiving. Abaſwerus by his great and long 
Feaſt did ſhew forth the Majeſty of his Kingdome: yet we 
read of no children among the gueſts : but our grear Feaſt= 
maker gives entertainment continually to. young and old; 


evenall the mAlions dn ſevcrall condireys, . Micdirate, an 


ſc. 
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The Propheſie of Jonah, 


ſce how the glory of God will (well in thine eyes. We ad- 
mire great Houſe-keepers, who keep many in family, and 
provide for every one decently, and in very order. The 
Queen of Sheba was raviſhed in mfnd, to ſee the order and 
Slory, and proviſions of So/omens houſhold. But behold, 4 
greater then Solomon 1s here , infinitely more gueſts, and 
better proviſions. | 
- Again, this affords comfort to believing Parents, whom 
God hath bleſſed wich abundance of Childron, and ſome- 
times they have careful and theavy thoughts how to pro- 
vide for | Ian , eſpecially what will become of them when _ 
themſelves are dead and gone, alaſs poor creatures, what 
will they do? If they were grown up, and able to ſhift for 
themſelves, I ſhould care the leſfle : but they are young 
and tender, and my heart is much troubled for them. Now 
remember wbo looked upon Ninzeve, and there noted fix 
ſcore thouſand who could not diſcern between the righe 
hand and the left, And he is the ſame God Rull, infinite in 
all his Attributes, and as loving to our little ones as ever 
he was to theſe of N:neve : one of them far better then all 
the Ravensin the world,and yet God feeds every of them : 
and the Angels have a charge of our Children as well as of 
our ſelves, Afar. 18. 10. and it hath been ſeen, that God 
hath raiſed poor mens Children, and ſet thers among Prin. 
ces, Plal. 113, 748. ed. 
Onely ler Parents be advifed inthree things; 

7, Tolay hold-upon the Covenart for themlielves and 
their lictle ones : ger God to be thy God, and the God of 
thine, A careleſſe Parent in this reſpec is but a lorry 
friend to his poor Babes. Mark-ro whom the bleſling js 
entailed, Pſal. 103 17, 18. '! be mercy of »he Lord: 14 from 
everlaſting to everlaſtirg upon thim that fear him , and his 
right eouſneſſe unto childrens children : Tp ſuch as keep his covg- 
_ and ro thoſe that remember his commandements to do 
them, | Z | 24.44.13 

2. To pray for their Children, that! they may -be re- 
ſpeed 


The Propheſre of Jonah. 
one in ſpecial loyc,and find mercy with the Lord; as 


He thatcan pray» ſhould exerciſe his gift in praying for 
his poor Children, As for the Church, State, bealth, har« 
veſt, other intereits, ſo ſpecially for the ſouls of his Chil- 
dren, and their eternal welfare, 

3- Torgive them religious education ; bringing them 
up :n the nurture ard admonition of the Lord, as Parents are 
commanded, Eph. 6, 4. It muſt not be onely civil educa- 
tion, but religious, So did Father Abrehaw, and found ir 
the way to obtain 4 6b.eſing, Gen. 18. 19, That the Lord 
ma) bring upon Abraham that which he hath [pokge of him, So 
did Dayid to Solomon, So did Lois and Ewnce to Timuby, 
And fo do thou to thine. $f. 6.) 

And when this is done, be quiet, commic them to God 
and his providence, bope well of thetn even. in dying ; bis 
ſeed ſhall inherit the bleſſng, Or if they miſcarry, it is their 
ownfault, who fell from their good education, and for- 
feited your prayers, and Gods bleſſing withall. - 
| 3. We ſawon Chap, 3, that even 'the leaft in Nineve 
joyned in the Faſt, yea and the very: Carrel : all cryed Hu 


grant that is made, how the liccle Children and Cartel are 
mentioned. | 
They that bear a part in dayes of humiliation and faſt 
ing, ſhall find mercy wich God in an evil time, Faſts ſhall 
be curned imo joyful Feaſis for them, Zach, 8.19, They 
that humble themſclues wider the mighty hand of God in due 
time ſhall be lifted wp, Jam. 4.9, 10, They that monry, ſhall 
be comforted, Mat. 5.4, They that ſow in trares, ſhall reap in 
709, Plal. 126. 5, Sorrow endures fer # night, hut 0) comes in 
the morning, Plal. 30.5, | 
Obſerve here : the jews had a-ſolemn Faſt once: every 
year, wherein they were to afflict their ſonls for ſiz, that 
chey might find favour in the ſight of God:; And of this 
day rwo-chings are affirmed, Þ "6 
5 Ff 3. That 
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id Father Abraham, Oh that {{mas/ mygbt live in thy ſight 1 Gen. 17, © 


Nate 3. * 
mbled ones 
mightily unto God to be ſpared : and now we ſee in the ſ#allbe ſaved, 
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The Propheſie of Jonah. 

1; That it was a day of atonewz»t, that is, they ſhould 
have their ſins pardoned, fhamely in the blood of Chriſt 
who ſhould come, figured tn the blood of the "ſacrifices : 
Chtiſt is the Lamb of Gid that takes away the ſins of the world, 
Now this forgiveneſſe of {ins is the: bleſſedneſſe of a may, as 
ranl ſaith out of David, Rom. 4.6. So that theeverlaſting 
welfare of a ſinful foul depends upon. the due humiliation 
for fin.: -* ©* | = = 
- 2+ Thar inthe evening of that day the Trumpet ſounds 
ed for beginning the year of Juliler , wherein every ſervant 
became a free-man; and every one returned to his land 
which he had any way alienated, Lev. 25.8, and when the 
Church of the New Teſtament was to be ſhewed in viſion 
to Exekie!, it was on the ſame day of the ſame' monerh; 
Chap: 40, ' RL - th pee ow 3, 

- And'thus the Lord s favour to them that hamble 
themſelves.in faſting :-1. Becauſe of choſe promiſes , nor 
that there is meritin their humiliations : though the body 
ſhould be pined with faſting, yet no merit : bodily 'evercife 
proficeth 1u:le; 2; Thoſe thattruly-humble themſelves, are 
brought to Gods bent; and are become ſuctt people-as he 
would have them to be, Believers, new creatures, reform- 
ed, and walk with him in holineffe, He knows 'we carinot 
be perfeR: but when he ſees us rightly ſer, it ſufficeth 


them; +5 hae 

'-Thoſe-then wrong themſelves, who' diſtaſte our dayes 
of humiliation, They ſhare not in the arovemert, or the 
forgiveneſſe of their ſins, They miſs of -many temporal 
mercies which might be had. And they ſmart with divers 
afflitions, which to them are-ſo many curfes :"as-(alſo are 
all outward bleſſings, Mal, 2.2. 1##ve emrfed your bleſſings, 
And fee Zach; 14:16, 17, 18, 19. © | 
:, And ifſo, let all be willing to joyn in dayes and duties 
of humiliation, preſcribed by authority : and do them in a 
right manner ; that is, F With 4 broken heart, caſt dawn 
3: FO . for 


"©. '*® i 
* "© &; 


The Propheſie of Jonah. ; 
ſor fin, Joel 2, 12, 13. 2, Withforſaking thoſe ſins which 
are corfeſt and lamented, Pro, 28. 13. Hethat confeſſeth and 
for ſaketh them, ſhall find mercy. 3. With doing the works of 
kolineſſe, righteouſneſſe and mercy, which are quite con- 
trary, Eſa. 58. 5,6. Then follow large and precious pro- 
miſes, verſ, 8. And all other are accounted but h po- 
_ crites, when they faſt never ſo much, or never ſo often, 
i Zach. 7. 5,6, 7. Sep 
Conſider, and remember the aff:t:ng of the ſoul in faſt- 
ing : and what the Infants and Catrel could not do for want . 
of underſtanding but meerly by force, do you perform 
voluntarily, and do it ſincerely, really, effeQually. Such 


is the Faſt which God hath choſen : and this is the way to 
find favour with God, After hymiliation comes exaltation, _ 
-- i. 
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